September  21,  1895 


THE   CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


445 


Established  1859. 

Chief  Offices  :  42  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.O. 
Branch   Offices  :   231    ELIZABETH   STREET,  MELBOURNE, 
VICTORIA,  AND  EMPIRE  CHAMBERS,  YORK  STREET, 
SYDNEY,  N.S.W. 


A  Weekly  Journal, 
supplied  from  the  chief  office  in  London  to  subscribers  and 
persons  connected  with  the  trade  only. 

Subscription,  10$.  per  year,  payable  in  advance,  including 
a  copy  of  the  Diary  next  published,  and  postage  to  any 
country  in  the  world.    Single  copies,  Hd.  each. 

Cheques  and  Postal  Orders  should  be  made  payable  to 
"  Edward  Halse,"  and  crossed  "  Martin's  Bank 
(Limited)." 


As  an  Official  Journal 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  supplied  regularly  to  every 
member  of  the  following  Societies  : — ■ 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Natal. 

Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia. 

Tasmanian  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Summary 


CONTENTS:  Vol.  XLV1I.    No.  12. 


PAGE 

American  Dispenser's  Notes  and 

Formulae   459 

Australasian  News   450 

Bankruptcy  Report    467 

Correspondence    473 

Deaths   452 

Editorial  Comments  :— 

Our  Manchester  Guardian   . .  460 

The  Puzzle  Prescriptions   461 

Indian  Opium   462 

Notes   462 

English  News    446 

,  Foreign  and  Colonial  News  ....  450 

French  News   449 

G*zette   . .  467 

Hospital    Pharmacy  in  Man- 
churia  455 


PAGE 

Irish  News   448 

Legal  Reports   464 

Marriages   452 

More  Ipswich  Items    453 

New  Companies  and  Company 

News   456 

Novel  Apparatus   457 

Novelties    451 

Personalities   452 

Pharmaceutical  Legislation  in 

New  Zealand    457 

Photographic  Notes    4S:9 

Quatrains  458 

Scotch  News   449 

The"Camwal"  Competition  ..  456 

Trade-marks  Applied  for  452 

Trade  Reports   46S 


POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 

On  page  354  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  August  31, 
there  is  a  sketch  of  a  pharmacy  interior.  We  wish  our 
subscribers,  their  employes,  or  members  of  their  families  to 
ponder  over  it;  then  write  us  postcards  telling  us  what 
they  think  of  it.  To  the  person  who  sends  in  prose  or  verse 
the  most  appropriate  description  of  the  sketch  we  shall  give  a 
prize  of  a  guinea. 
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This  work  is  now  in  course  of  preparation ,  and  the  publisher 
is  booking  advertisement  orders  for  it.  It  will  have  a 
larger  circulation  than  any  previous  Diary,  and  the  contents 
will,  we  hope,  surpass  all  that  has  been  done  before. 


We  print  a  few  good  formulie  on  p.  459. 

Six  cases  of  carbolic-acid  poisoning  is  this  week's  record 
(p.  447). 

Helium  has  been  found  in  the  gas  of  a  water  from  Bath 
(p.  453). 

Several  exceptional  points  in  applications  for  wine- 
licences  are  noted  on  p.  447. 

The  Bradford  Chemists'  Association  is  approaching  the 
end  of  its  period  of  incubation  (p.  448). 

One  of  the  best-known  English  chemists  on  the  Riviera, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Ginner,  died  suddenly  this  week  (p.  452). 

From  a  medical  missionary's  experience  we  cull  a  few 
facts  regarding  dispensary  work  in  Manchuria  (p.  455). 

We  print  a  selection  of  notes  on  some  new  things  which 
chemists  will  find  profitable  additions  to  stock  (p.  451). 

The  Leipzig  S.P.C  A.  object  to  sticky  fly-papers  as  being 
cruel,  and  recommend  cod-liver  oil  as  a  substitute  (p.  450). 

The  Pazzle  prescriptions  which  we  printed  last  week  have 
been  solved  by  correspondents,  and  are  reproduced  on  p.  461. 

Mr.  Kirby,  assistant-manager  to  Burroughs,  Wellcome  & 
Co.,  died  this  week  from  injuries  inflicted  by  a  gas-explosion 
(p.  446). 

A  YOUNG  clerk  drank  nitric  acid  while  in  a  London 
chemist's  back-shop  the  other  day,  and  died  from  the  effects 
(p.  446). 

Bolton  grocers  think  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  very 
arbitrary  because  they  get  fines  from  grocers  for  selling 
poisons  (p.  448). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  have  prosecuted  a 
limited  company  at  Lisburn  for  compounding,  but  the  Magis- 
trates dismissed  the  case  (p.  464). 

Dublin  chemists'  assistants  have  amused  themselves  by 
discussing  whether  a  new  B.P.  is  necessary,  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  (p.  448). 

We  give  brief  notes  of  some  of  the  more  important  papers 
and  addresses  read  before  the  British  Association,  chemical 
matters  being  chiefly  dealt  with  (p.  453). 

Correspondents  call  attention  to  several  trade  topic?, 
and  the  Income-tax  Association  give  useful  hints  abcu; 
returns  of  income  and  recovery  of  the  tax  (p.  473). 

French  pharmacists  have  found  it  necessary  to  formulate 
a  scheme  for  the  prevention  of  cutlirjg,  details  of  which  aie 
communicated  by  our  Paris  correspondent  (p.  449). 

The  Manchester  Guardian  urges  the  necessity  for  greater 
restriction  in  the  sale  of  poisons ;  but  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  do  not  quite  agree  with  our  contemporary's  arguments 
(p.  461). 

From  our  Australian  News  it  will  be  noticed  that  Western 
Australia  has  adopted  regulations  under  which  pharmaceu- 
tical chemists,  but  not  chemists  and  druggists,  will  be 
admitted  there  without  examination  (p.  450). 

Thebe  has  been  a  noticeable  improvement  in  the  drug 
and  chemical  markets.  The  auction  sales  show  as  yet  but 
little  sign  of  the  spirit,  but  privately  there  is  more  business 
doing  now  than  there  has  been  at  any  time  for,  probably,, 
the  last  two  or  three  years.  Speculation  is  quite  active  too, 
and  the  export-trade,  especially  with  the  United  States,, 
shows  signs  of  much  animation.  We  refer  to  these  matters. 
in  detail  in  cur  Trade  Reports  (p.  468). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  actively  prosecuting 
infringers  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  in  Scotland.  At  GreenocE 
they  have  got  four  unqualified  assistants  fined,  at  Paisley 
two,  and  at  Edinburgh  they  are  proceeding  against  seven 
persons,  most  of  whom  are  surgical-instrument  makers  and 
photographic  dealers.  In  the  Paisley  cases  counsel  argued 
an  interesting  point  as  to  the  period  which  should  elapse 
after  the  offence  before  proceedings  should  be  completed. 
Incidentally  particulars  about  how  the  cases  are  got  up  were 
elici'ed  (p.  465). 
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The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
tend  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Painful  Death  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Kirby. 

We  regret  to  record  the  ("eatb,  under  exceptionally  pain- 
ful circumstance?,  of  Mr.  William  Henry  Kirby,  assistant- 
inanager  to  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill 
Buildings.  E  C.  Mr.  Kirby  resided  in  the  north  of  London, 
and  cn  returning  home  last  Saturday  eveaiDg  he  found  that 
a  gas-p?ndant  in  his  house-kitchen  required  adjusting.  He 
&t  once  set  about  doing  this,  had  the  window  opened  to  get 
iil  of  the  escaped  gas,  and  a  servant  cut  off  the  gas  at  the 
meter.  When  He  had  got  the  pendant  fixed,  to  see  that  it  was 
i  ight  he  applied  a  lighted  taper,  when  there  was  a  sudden  down- 
ward rush  of  flame  from  the  ceiling  (apparently  the  result  of 
an  accumulation  of  gas  between  the  ceiling  and  the  floor 
above),  which  wholly  enveloped  Mr.  Kirby,  severely  burning 
him  on  the  face  and  upper  part  of  the  body — the  arms 
especially.  Medical  help  was  at  once  called,  and  Mr.  H.  S. 
Wellcome  took  a  specialist  to  consult  with  Mr.  Kirbj 's  medical 
attendant,  but  their  efforts  only  palliated  in  a  measure  the 
agony  which  the  poor  fellow  suffered,  and  he  died  early  on 
Wednesday  morning.  A  pathetic  incident  in  regard  to  the 
matter  is  that  while  Mr.  Kirby  lay  suffering  he  caused  the 
letters  to  the  firm  regarding  the  accident  to  be  couched  in  such 
mild  terms  that  his  triend,  Mr.  R.  Clay  Sudlow,  the  manager  of 
the  firm,  might  not  be  disturbed  on  his  holiday,  and  it  was 
only  when  Mr.  Wellcome  visited  him  on  returning  to  town  on 
Monday  that  he  discovered  the  serious  nature  of  the  injuries. 
Mr.  Kirby  was  born  at  High  Wycombe  thirty  seven  years  ago, 
and  was  one  of  the  late  Mr.  S.  M.  Burroughs'  first  employes.  He 
leaves  a  widow  and  two  children.  We  understand  that  Mr. 
Wellcome  has  arranged  for  a  funeral  service  to  be  held 
in  St.  SepulchreV,  Holborn  Viaduct,  on  Saturday,  at 
12  30  pm  The  City  and  Dartford  employes  of  the  firm 
will  attend,  and  many  in  the  trade  and  in  Masonic  circles 
who  knew  Mr.  Kirby  will  also  have  the  opportunity  of  pay- 
ing this  last  tribute  of  respect  to  one  who  was  universally 
liked.  In  consequence  of  the  funeral  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.'s  offices  and  factory  will  bs  closed  on 
Saturday. 

A  Young  Dispenser  Takes  Morphia. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Cirencester  on  Saturday,  Septem- 
ber 14,  regarding  the  death  of  Wilfred  Edward  Bond  (18),  a 
young  dispenser.  From  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  de- 
ceased left  a  situation  as  assistant  dispenser  with  Messrs. 
Fowler  &  C/ipps,  surgeons,  Cirencester,  for  a  similar  one  in 
Wendsbury,  but,  finding  himself  unfit  for  his  new  duties, 
left  the  situation,  and  last  week  returned  to  his  home  in 
Cirencester.  He  was  very  depressed,  but  on  the  night  of 
his  death  assisted  in  ringing  the  bells  in  the  parish  church 
tower,  and  gave  no  suspicion  to  his  companions  of  any 
intention  of  self-destruction.  On  returning  home  he  retired 
early  to  bad,  ani  about  10.30  P  M.  his  father  heard  groaning 
in  the  bedroom.  Mrs.  Bond  went  to  see  what  was  the 
matter,  and  later  tried  to  rouse  him,  but  failed.  Dr.  C/ipps 
■was  called,  and  tried  all  in  his  power  to  restore  the  youth, 
but  he  died  at  1  o'clock  on  Friday  morning  without  regain- 
ing consciousness.  He  had  taken  morphine.  An  ounce 
vial  was  found  in  his  room,  labelled  in  deceased's  own  hand- 
writing, "Morph.  hyd.  1-2.  Poison"  It  was  about  two- 
thirds  fall.  Dr.  Cripps  stated  that  he  had  tested  the  liquid 
and  found  it  to  be  a  very  strong  solution  of  morphia,  and 
from  the  symptoms  of  prisoning  was  convinced  that  that 
was  the  cause  of  death.  The  jury  returnsd  the  verdict 
i^ual  in  such  cases. 

Strychnine  in  the  Milk. 
A  pecul'ar  case  of  poisoning  has  been  investigate  1  at 
Selitoa.    Alfred  Wood,  a  boy  of  15,  in  the  mildhof  Ji'y 


drank  some  milk  at  home,  and  died  within  an  hour  and  in 
great  agony.  An  inquest  was  at  once  held,  and  adjourned 
to  allow  Mr.  J.  B.  Coleman,  of  Nottingham  University 
College,  to  examine  the  milk,  and  he  found  strychnine  in  it. 
Thereupon  another  adjournment  was  made  to  allow  Dr. 
Thomas  Stevenson  to  examine  the  viscera  as  well  as  the 
milk.  He  duly  reported  upon  these,  stating  that  sufficient 
strychnine  to  kill  an  adult  still  remained  in  the  milk,  and 
there  was  evidence  of  it  in  the  viscera.  In  spite  of  all 
inquiries,  it  has  not  been  discovered  how  the  strychnine  got 
into  the  milk,  and  by  the  instructions  of  the  Home  Office 
the  police  are  looking  into  the  matter. 

Cholorodyne  as  a  Pick-me-up. 

At  Manchester,  on  September  13,  Mr.  Sidney  Smelt  held 
an  inquiry  concerning  the  death  of  Robert  Ellison  Bannister 
(34),  a  clerk.  His  widow  stated  that  he  had  not  been  sober 
for  some  weeks,  and  on  Wednesday  evening  previous  he 
came  home  very  drunk,  and  sent  witness  for  two  bottles  of 
ohlorodyne.  She  got  three  shillings  worth  from  two  different 
shops  in  Oxford  Street.  Returning  home  she  found  her 
husband  waiting  for  her  at  the  front  door.  He  snatched  the 
bottles,  emptied  the  contents  in  a  tumbler,  and  drank 
the  lot.  He  died  on  Thursday.  Deceased  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  taking  chlorodyne  as  a  remedy  for  the  effects 
of  drink,  and  sometimes  drank  the  contents  of  four  Is.  bottles 
at  once. 

Fatalities  to  Medical  Men. 

An  inquest  at  Lambeth  last  Saturday  regarding  the  death 
of  Edward  Walsh  (54),  a  medical  man,  showed  that  he  had 
committed  suicide  with  hjdrocyanic  acid.  Deceased  was 
assistant  to  Dr.  J.  F.  Hall,  Rotherhithe,  but  was  discharged 
on  September  6  for  drunkenness.  Formerly  he  had  an  income 
of  800i.  a  year. 

David  Hyman  Dyte,  M  R  C.S.  and  L  R.C.P.  (56),  was  found 
dead  in  his  surgery,  12  Derby  Street,  King's  Cross,  on  Satur- 
day morning.  At  the  inquest  Harry  Smyth,  his  dispenser, 
stated  that  Dr.  Dyte  had  been  in  the  habit  of  pouring  chloro- 
form on  to  a  handkerchief  for  the  purpose  of  inhaling  it.  The 
jury  agreed  that  Dr.  Dyte  had  died  of  asphjxii  while  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform,  Dr.  S.  L.  Smith  having  said  so. 

Suicide  in  a  City  Pharmacy. 
Dr.  Danford  Thomas  held  an  inquest  regarding  a  curious  case 
of  suicide  which  happened  in  the  City  oa  Thursday,  Septem- 
ber 12.  Philip  Herbert  Simons  (21),  a  stockbroker's  clerk, 
and  a  friend,  as  well  as  a  customer,  of  Mr.  Christopher 
Bedford,  chemist,  6  St.  Swithin's  Lane,  E  C,  lunched  with 
Mr.  Bedford  that  day,  and  after  lunch  became  very  excited. 
(He  was  "  a  bunch  of  nerves.")  Mr.  Bedford  failed  to  calm 
him,  and  sent  for  Dr.  Howitt.  When  that  gentleman  arrived 
Mr.  Bedford  went  into  the  front  shop  to  meet  him,  and 
directly  afterwards  heard  a  fall.  He  at  once  returned  with 
the  doctor,  and  then  discovered  deceased  lying  on  the  floor. 
Oa  the  floor  was  a  bottle  containing  strong  nitric  acid  which 
had  been  standing  on  one  of  the  shelves.  It  wa3  labelled 
"  Nitric  acid — poison."  Deceased  had  drunk  some  of  the  acid. 
Dr.  George  G.  Howitt  applied  antidotes,  and  Subsequently  the 
deceased  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  taken  to  a  nursing 
home,  but  he  died  on  Friday  morning. 

Fires. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  Scrubb's  ammonia- works,  32  Red  Cross 
Street,  S  E.,  on  Wednesday  morning,  which  resulted  in  the 
destruction  of  the  premises.  The  manager  informs  us  that 
the  Are  will  not  interfere  with  the  business,  as  new  premises 
have  already  been  taken. 

On  Friday  evening,  September  13,  an  alarming  fire  broke 
out  at  Messrs.  Field  &  Sons'  (Limited)  soap  and  candle 
factory,  in  Lambeth.  While  a  large  numoer  of  hands  were 
at  work  the  tire  burst  out  in  the  centre  building,  three 
storeys  high,  just  before  8  o'clock.  This  part  of  the  building 
contained  maDy  tons  of  paper  and  boxes,  while  underneath 
was  what  is  known  as  the  white  factory,  and  piled  up  all 
round  near  the  building  were  many  dozen  cases  filled  with 
paraffin  "  whites."  The  private  fire-brigade  of  Messrs.  Field 
was  promptly  got  to  work,  assisted  by  six  other  private 
brigades.  Abondance  cf  aid  so>n  came  to  them  from  the 
various  fire- stations,  and  about  a  doz  jn  steam jrs  were  soon 
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at  work  attempting  to  subdue  the  flames.  This  end  was 
practically  gained  about  half- past  10  o'clock. 

Purity  in  St.  Luke's. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Stokes,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  public  analyst  to  St.  Luke's 
(Middlesex)  Ve-try,  in  his  report,  presented  at  Tuesday's 
meeting-  of  the  Vestry,  said  that  during  the  past  quarter  he 
had  analysed  44  samples  of  foods  and  drugs,  submitted  to 
him  by  the  inspectors.  These  consisted  of  11  samples  of 
carbolic  powder,  9  of  milk,  4  of  carbolic  acid,  4  of  butter, 
3  of  sweets.  2  of  coffee,  2  of  brandy,  1  of  whisky,  1  of  gin, 
1  of  lard,  1  of  pepper,  1  of  flour,  1  of  arrowroot,  and  1  of 
rhubarb.  Not  a  solitary  sample  of  these  was  adulterated,  or 
even  of  inferior  quality.  It  was  rare  to  find  so  complete  an 
absence  of  adulteration.  The  Vestry  also  expressed  approval, 
and  adopted  the  report. 

Curious  Smelling-bottle  Accident. 

A  strange  accident  is  reported,  of  which  Miss  Letty  Lind, 
the  actress,  is  the  victim.  Miss  Lind  fainted,  and  her  sister, 
Miss  Adelaide  Astor,  held  a  bottle  of  smelling-salts  to  her 
nose,  not  noticing  that  the  liquid  from,  the  bottle  was  going 
down  her  sister's  throat.  Dr.  Miller,  of  Windsor,  was  im- 
mediately summoned,  and  so  seiious  was  the  case  that 
at  one  moment  he  thought  that  he  should  have  to  perform 
the  operation  of  tracheotomy.  After  three  hours'  intense 
agony  Miss  Lind  recovered  from  the  partial  suffocation  which 
supervened. 

Cricket. 

Barron-Harveys  C  C.  met  Burgoyne-Burbidge's  C  C.  at 
Willesden  last  Saturday,  and  beat  them  after  an  exciting  game 
by  7  runs  with  four  wickets  to  spare.  The  B.H.  men  made 
70  and  the  B.B.'s  63.  This  was  the  last  game  of  the  season, 
and  it  was  both  pleasant  and  exciting. 

The  Assistant  and  the  Piano. 
At  the  Nottingham  Police  Court  on  Monday,  James  Clarke, 
described  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  was  charged  with  stealing 
a  piano,  value  30Z ,  the  proper  y  of  Eva  Stead,  of  31  Baleman 
Street,  Nottingham,  on  July  16  Djtective-inspector  K-egan, 
who  arrested  the  prisoner,  stated  that  Clarks  told  him  he  had 
sold  it  for  101  The  prisoner  was  remanded,  so  tbat  the  man 
who  purchased  the  piano  might  be  found,  and  the  prisoner 
was  admitted  to  bail. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisonings. 

Ada  Eliza  Nash  (19),  in  service  at  Kedland,  Bristol,  com- 
mitted suicide  last  Friday  by  taking  carbolic  acid. 

Emma  Susan  Balme  (43),  wife  of  a  surveyor,  in  West  Ham, 
committed  suicide  last  ,  week  by  taking  carbolic  acid.  At 
one  time  she  was  confined  in  an  asylum. 

Emily  Baldwin  (38),  a  cook  at  9  Fitzroy  Street,  W  C  , 
committed  suicide  by  taking  carbolic  acid.  Upon  her  body 
were  found  newspaper  cuttings  of  inquests  on  persons  who 
had  committed  suicide  in  that  and  other  ways. 

Selina  Liddiard,  a  servant,  was  charged  at  the  Newbury 
Police-court,  on  Saturday,  with  attempting  to  poison  her 
mistress,  Mrs.  Gallantry,  by  putting  carbolic  acid  in  a  cup  of 
tea.  She  was  i^-manded,  in  order  that  an  analysis  might  be 
made. 

William  Marson  (36),  a  Birmingham  carter,  who  had  been 
worried  over  business  complications,  on  Wednesday  last 
week  called  at  a  chemist's  shop  in  the  Parade,  Blackheath, 
and  purchased  2  cz  of  carbolic  acid.  This  he  afterwards 
swallowed,  and  died  in  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Lawrence  Hill,  Bristol,  last 
week  regarding  the  death  of  Emily  Barter,  aged  26,  a 
married  woman.  The  evidence  showed  that  deceased  had 
been  suffering  of  late  from  pains  in  the  head  and  neuralgia, 
and  as  a  result  of  that  she  drank  a  glassful  of  carbolic  acid, 
and  lingered  in  great  agony  for  two  days. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Halifax  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Messrs.  R.  H  Jessop  k  Co.  for  the  supply  of  drysalteries 
during  the  ensuing  quarter. 

The  Da'tford  Rural  District  Council  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Horrell  &  Goff.  chenrsis,  for  the  supply  of 
disinfectants  for  the  next  hau-year. 
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Messrs.  Gregory  &  Wrenn,  cuemisis,  Tauuouu,  .ue  ojl- 
tinue  the  supoly  of  trusses  (single,  6d  ;  double,  9d )  and 
cod-liver  oil  (2d.  par  §  pint)  to  the  local  Guardians. 

Uckfield  (Sussex)  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  W.  Dendy,  of  Uckfield,  for  the  supply  of 
carbolic  acid  at  6s.  per  gallon,  Jeyes'  disinfectant  at  13s.  (yd. 
per  cwt ,  carbolic  soap  at  3d.  per  lb  ,  crushed  lin-eed  at  2d. 
per  lb.,  and  linseed  at  2d.  per  lb.,  for  the  ensuing  quarter. 

Wine-licences. 

Messrs.  Battle  &  Maltby,  chemists,  Lincoln,  have  obtained 
a  licence. 

At  Somerton  Sessions,  Mr.  W.  D.  Foster,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Street,  applied  for  a  wine-licence.  The  notices, 
however,  proved  to  be  informal,  and  Mr.  Foster  was  informed 
tbat  he  must  give  the  proper  notice,  as  the  Bench  could  not 
act  upon  that  given.  Applicant  ask  3d  if  the  Bench  could 
grant  a  provisional  licence,  but  was  answered  in  the  negative. 

At  Lancaster  adjourned  Licensing  Sessions,  Mr.  Sewart, 
solicitor,  made  an  explanation  respecting  the  granting  of  a 
medicated-wine  licence  to  Mr.  Wm.  Wyatt,  chemist  and 
druggist,  New  Street,  Lancaster.  He  stated  that  the  licence 
only  took  effect  from  October  10,  and  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  consequently  would  not  issue  their  licence  till 
that  time,  and  the  effect  would  be  that  his  client  would  be 
prevented  from  selling  these  medicines  according  to  his 
usual  practice.  The  Somerset  House  authorities  had  advised 
him  that  if  Mr.  Wyatt  produced  a  written  recommendation 
signed  by  two  justices  in  favour  of  being  allowed  to  sell 
wines  until  October  10,  the  Board  would  accept  that  and 
instruct  their  officers  not  to  interfere  with  him,  although 
the  licence  bad  not  come  into  force.  The  Bench  decided  to 
sign  the  recommendation. 

At  Newport  (I  W.)  Brewster  Sessions,  Mr.  Woolmer 
Rudolph  Donati  White  (Messrs.  Timothy  White  &  Co , 
chemists  and  druggists,  Newport)  applied  for  an  "  off"  wine- 
licence.  The  application  was  supported  by  Mr.  Urry,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Hooper,  who  stated  that  had  the 
application  been  limited  to  selling  medicated  wines  there 
would  have  been  no  opposition.  Mr.  Hooper  questioned 
the  applicant  as  to  whether  the  lease  of  the  premises  con- 
tained a  covenant  that  wine,  beer,  or  spirits,  other  than 
the  four  medicated  wines  set  forth,  should  not  be  sold  on 
the  premises.  Mr.  White  replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  on 
being  asked  whether  he  was  willirjg  to  limit  it  to  medicated 
wines  applicant  stated  that  he  could  not  limit  the  applica- 
tion, but  added  tbat  it  was  not  their  intention  to  sell  any- 
thing besides  the  wines  mentioned.  A  similar  application 
was  made  by  Mr.  Francis  Albert  Cory,  chemist,  132  High 
Street,  Newport,  and,  after  retiring,  the  Bench  granted  both 
applications, 

At  the  Newport  (Mon  )  Brewster  Sessions,  on  Friday,  Mr. 
James  W.  Phillips,  chemist  and  druggist,  Commercial  Street, 
applied,  through  Mr.  T.  B.  R  Wilson,  solicitor,  for  an  off 
wine-and-spirit  licence.  Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  the  licence 
was  sought  solely  for  the  purpose  of  selling  medicinal 
and  semi- medicinal  preparations  in  the  form  of  wine.  The 
Magistrates  declined  the  application  last  year,  and  it  was 
only  out  of  respect  to  them  that  the  applicant  forbore  to  go 
for  a  mandamus.  The  Inland  Rsvenue  authorities  during 
the  year  had  been  very  good  to  the  applicant,  and  had  not 
sued  for  any  penalties.  Mr.  Vaugban  (one  of  the  Magis- 
trates) asked  if  the  applicant  contemplated  selling  in  bottles 
only.  Mr.  Wilson:  Yes.  Mr.  Vaughan  :  Then  it  really  is  a 
grocer's  licence  ?  Mr.  Wilson  :  It  is  upon  the  same  basis  as 
a  grocer's  licence,  but  is  called  a  chemist's  licence.  Mr. 
Alderman  Moses  (another  Magistrate)  said  in  his  noinion 
the  Magistrates  had  no  alternative  but  to  grant  a  licence,, 
and  the  application  was  accordingly  acceded  co. 

A  Chemist's  Certificate  of  Illness. 

A  curious  point  was  raised  at  the  Bewdley  Police-court 
last  week.  A  man  was  summoned  for  neglecting  to  send  his 
two  children  to  school.  The  defence  was  that  the  children 
had  been  ill,  and  a  certificate  was  put  in  to  this  effect  signed 
by  a  chemist.  The  Magistrates  declined  to  recognise  the 
certificate,  and  fined  the  defendant  2s.  6d.,  including  costs. 

Ancient  Lights. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Willis,  mantle-maker,  of  Bold  Slreef,  Liver- 
pool, applied  at  the  L:verpool  Chan:ery  Cour1-.,  on  Taesday, 
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to  restrain  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists, 
from  erecting  a  warehouse  in  Wood  Street  to  the  detriment 
of  her  ancient  lights.  After  legal  argument  the  Vice- 
Clmncellor  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  grant  the  injunction, 
and  Messrs.  Evans  were  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  their 
building  on  giving  an  undertaking  that  they  would  pull  it 
down  again  if  the  Court  should  think  fit. 

Grocers  and  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bolton  Grocers'  Association  last  week 
the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Steele)  called  attention  to  a  case  in 
which  a  grocer  had  been  summoned  for  selling  a  well-known 
patent  medicine  because  it  contained  morphia.  This  action  had 
been  taken  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  who  demanded 
from  the  gsocer  a  fine  of  51.  10s.  The  grocer  saw  the  maker 
of  the  medicine,  who  calmly  said  that  he  had  better  pay 
the  tine.  He  refused  to  help  the  grocer  in  any  way,  and  he 
was  left  in  the  lurch,  although  he  had  simply  sold  the  goods 
as  they  were  delivered  to  him.  Mr.  Steele  thought  the  action 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  very  arbitrary,  as  they  had 
fixed  their  own  fine  without  the  case  having  been  heard  ;  and 
another  member  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  law  in  regard 
to  these  matters  was  a  farce.  After  some  further  discussion 
the  subject  dropped,  but  there  was  a  general  feeling  expressed 
that  the  grocer  who  had  been  summoned  had  been  badly 
treated  by  the  proprietor  of  the  medicine. 

Northern  "Carnwals"  Have  an  Excursion. 

The  Harrogate  "  Camwal "  staff  went  to  Morecambe  last 
{Saturday  for  their  annual  excursion,  and,  thanks  to  those 
who  had  the  arrangement  of  the  affair,  they  had  a  very  good 
time  indeed.  It  was  all  at  the  company's  expense,  and  was 
well  done. 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  chemists  held  on  August  23,  at  the  Church 
Institute,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  frame  rules  for  a 
"  Chemists'  Association."  This  committee  invited  the  atten- 
dance of  all  registered  chemists  in  business  in  Bradford  and 
district  to  a  meeting  herd  in  the  council-chamber  of  the 
Mechanics'  Institute  on  Tuesday  last,  at  9  P  M.  The  meeting 
was  well  attended,  and  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Shipley,  presided. 
The  proposed  rules  were  read  over,  and  afterwards  taken 
•clause  by  clause.  After  two  hours'  very  close  work  the 
last  rule  was  confirmed,  leaving  no  time  for  the  election  of 
officers  a9  was  intended.  The  Chairman  adjourned  the  meeting 
for  further  consideration  and  amendment  of  the  rules,  one 
■especially  fixing  the  amount  of  annual  subscription. — 21.5. 
was  proposed  and  carried,  but  an  amendment  was  made  that 
10s.  6d.  be  the  amount,  which  received  a  great  deal  of 
support,  including  the  Chairman,  who  remarked  that  it  was 
better  to  have  100  members  at  10s.  6d.  than  50  at  21s.  There 
is  a  growing  feeling  that  10s.  6d.  would  meet  all  require- 
ments. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  itht 
send  local  newspapers  containing  itemt 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  uill  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  iti  all  easel. 


Drug  contracts. 
The  Guardians  of  a  large  number  of  Irish  Poor-law 
Unions  will  deal  during  the  comii^g  week  with  tenders 
for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  meaical  appliances,  among 
the  Uoiocs  being  the  following :— Armagh,  on  September  24, 
for  three  years  ;  Ballymahon,  on  September  26  ;  Cavan,  on 
September  24  ;  Enniskillen,  on  September  24  ;  Gort,  on  Sep- 
tember 28,;  Galway,  on  September  25;  Irvinestown,  on 
September  25;  and  Tralee,  oa  September  25— in  each  case 
for  one  year. 

Personal. 

Gordon's  Medical  Hall,  Ranelagh,  is  now  under  the  manage- 
mjBS  of  Mr  W  J.  Dunwoo'iy,  L  P.S.I. 


Messrs.  Conyngham  &  Co.'s  late  principal  assistant,  Mr. 
John  Rice  Corrigan,  M.P.S.I ,  who  is  about  to  start  for  South 
Africa  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  was  last  week  entertained 
by  his  employers  and  fellow-assistants  at  a  farewell  supper, 
and  presented  with  an  illuminated  address,  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  useful  presents.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  it  was 
mentioned  that  he  had  been  nine  years  in  the  employment  of 
the  firm,  during  which  time  he  had  won  the  regard  and  respect 
of  all  by  his  courteous  manners  and  exemplary  conduct.  Mr. 
Corrigan,  in  returning  thanks,  spoke  in  feeling  terms  of  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Conyngham,  who,  he  said,  was  more  like  a 
father  to  him  than  an  employer. 

Pharmaceutical  Examinations. 
The  October  Quarterly  Examinations  will  be  held  on  the 
following  dates : — The  Preliminary,  on  Monday,  October  7  ; 
the  Registered  Druggist,  on  Tuesday,  October  8 ;  the  Phar- 
maceutical Licence,  on  Wednesday,  Ojtober  9,  and  following 
days  ;  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistants,  on  Monday,  October  14. 
A  fortnight's  notice  is  required  in  each  case. 

Is  a  New  B.P.  Necessary  1 

This  was  the  question  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Chemists' 
and  Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Association  of  Ireland  dis- 
cussed last  Friday  evening.  Mr.  Long  led  off  on  the  affirma- 
tive side,  confessing  that  he  would  confine  himself  to 
generalities.  He  began  by  sketching  the  history  of  the  B.P. 
up  to  the  publication  of  the  last  "  Additions,"  which,  he 
said,  is  a  disgrace  to  the  Medical  Council,  being  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  mere  patent-list.  As  regards  the  General 
Medical  Council,  he  said  they  can  never  realise  with  what 
regularity  the  B  P.  should  be  revised  until  augmented  by  a 
contingent  of  pharmaceutical  chemists.  Then,  and  not  till 
then,  will  the  B.P.  become  a  true  standard,  as  with  the 
United  Stat3s  Pharmacopoeia.  Revision  is  necessary  every 
five  years.  Nothing  should  have  a  place  in  it  of  which  the 
mode  of  producing  and  also  the  exact  composition  cannot  be 
appended.  Mr.  LoDg  proceeded  to  summarise  recent 
criticism  in  regard  to  the  book,  and  the  way  he  put 
his  ideas  brought  forth  mush  applause.  Mr.  Alister, 
the  negative  opener,  had  the  more  interesting  side 
of  the  question,  and  he  quickly  set  to  work 
after  presenting  his  own  view  of  B.P.  history. 
His  reasons  for  objecting  to  a  new  Pharmacopoeia  were  four- 
fold : — (1)  That  there  is  sufficient  substance  in  the  present 
edition  of  the  B  P.,  if  thoroughly  prescribed  and  properly 
administered  ;  (2)  that  by  the  publication  of  a  new  B.P. 
there  would  be  contained  in  it  German  and  other  foreign 
preparations  at  present  in  the  English  market,  the  formula: 
of  which  are  unknown  to  the  British  chemist ;  (3)  ad- 
mitted that  a  few  German  and  other  preparations  have  got 
into  the  B.P.  Addenda ;  (4)  that  to  have  a  new  B.P.  would 
require  a  larger  variety  of  drugs  to  meet  the  extended,  scope 
at  the  disposal  of  the  doctors.  The  chemist  would  be  the 
sufferer  in  consequence  of  having  to  keep  his  shelves  full  of 
the  new  preparations.  Messrs.  Corcoran,  Wilkin,  and 
Watson  having  spoken,  a  vote  was  taken,  when,  by  a 
majority  of  two,  it  was  decided  that  a  new  editioa  of  the 
BP.  is  necessary.  Mr.  G.  G.  Fetheiston,  LP.S.I,  Phibs- 
borough,  Dublin,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Maxwell,  L.P.S.I.,  Dalkey, 
were  elected  honorary  Vice-Presidents. 

Farinaceous  Linseed-meal. 

At  the  Ballybot  Petty  Sessions  on  Monday,  Henry  Gilbert, 
grocer  and  druggist,  Bessbrook,  was  charged  under  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  with  selling  linseed-meal  which  was 
not  of  the  nature,  substance,  and  quality  of  the  article 
demanded.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hodges,  analyst,  reported  that  it  con- 
tained 15  per  cent,  of  farinaceous  matter.  On  behalf  of  the 
defendant  it  was  stated  that  he  purchased  the  meal  from 
Messrs.  S.  Connor  &  Sons,  Newry,  who  purchased  it  from  one 
of  the  largest  firms  in  England.  The  Magistrates  inflicted 
a  nominal  fine  of  5s.,  and  costs. 

The  Caeteb  Medicine  Company's  Trade-mark. — 
Thomas  B.  Hughes,  a  New  York  druggist,  has  been  sentenced 
to  three_ months'  imprisonment  for  imitating  the  trade-mark 
of  Carter's  little  liver-pills.  The  Carter  Medicine  Company 
have  caused  the  arrest  of  several  other  persons  for  the  same 
offence.  They  claim  to  have  evidence  that  their  trade-mark 
is  being  systematically  copied  by  a  gang  of  forgers. 
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Business  Changes. 

Mr.  David  Lister,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kirkliston,  has 
received  permission  from  the  Linlithgow  County  Council  to 
make  an  extension  of  his  premises  on  Queensferry  Road 
'there. 

Mr.  Alexander  Raid,  jun.,  has  purchased  the  old  esta- 
blished business  of  Buchanan  Brothers,  chemical-brokers, 
Glasgow,  as  well  as  the  business  of  Mr.  James  Mclntyre,  also 
a  chemical- broker  there. 

Mr.  George  Hogg,  lately  assistant  with  Messrs.  Gardiner 
&  Ainslie,  George  Street,  Edinburgh,  is  about  to  open  a 
pharmacy  in  North  Merchiston.  This  suburb  has  been 
.growing  very  much  of  latf),  and  will,  no  doubt,  give  ample 
scope  for  the  exertions  of  an  "  up-to-date  "  pharmacist. 

Sudden  Death  of  the  Alkali  Inspector. 

Dr.  Blatherwick,  her  Majesty's  inspector  of  alkali-works  in 
Scotland,  died  suddenly  on  Tuesday  at  Kirkcudbright,  where 
he  had  been  spending  his  holidays.  Dr.  Blatherwick  has 
'regularly  reported  upon  the  chemical-works  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland  for  many  years,  but  otherwise  he  was  little  heard  of 
in  chemical  circles,  as  most  of  his  spare  time  was  devoted  to 
painting.  He  was  a  regular  exhibitor  at  the  Royal  Scottish 
Academy.  The  appointment  which  his  death  has  rendered 
vacant  is  made  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

Athletic  Fie  lie. 

The  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  held  their  fourth 
annual  picnic  on  Monday  last,  the  place  selected  beini? 
Gullane.  A  four-in-hand,  driven  by  a  club  member,  took 
the  party  through  lovely  scenery  in  beautiful  weather  to 
their  destination,  a  journey  of  some  eighteen  miles.  Dinner 
having  been  served,  various  amusements  were  engaged  in. 
A  golf  competition  provided  a  very  close  finish,  J.  Stott 
getting  first  prize,  Geo  Robertson  comiDg  in  second,  while 
W.  M.  Manson  secured  the  scratch  award.  Edinburgh  was 
reached  at  10  o'clock,  everjone  having  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  day's  outing. 

Western  Chemists  Bowl. 

A  friendly  game  of  bowls  was  played  on  Tuesday  on 
Partick  Green  between  teams  representing  North  and  South 
Glasgow.  The  North  was  skipped  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie,  and 
the  South  by  ftt..  J.  Moir.  After  a  most  enjoyable  game 
with  close  play  throughout,  the  North  was  victorious  by  two 
shots.  Scores  :  North,  21 ;  South,  19.  The  teams  were — 
North  :  R.  H.  Gordon,  G.  Robertson,  J.  McNicol ;  Skip,  W.  L. 
Carrie.  South  :  W.  S.  Galbraith,  James  Dickie,  Hogh 
Lambie ;  Skip,  James  Moir. 


jfrencb  1Rew6. 

{From  oii/r  Paris  Correspondent.) 


False  Orders.— For  some  time  past  the  pharmacists  of 
the  Faubourg  St.  Germain  and  neighbourhood  have  been 
swindled  by  an  individual  who  presented  himself  either  as  a 
professor  or  as  the  representative  of  one  of  the  large  religious 
communities  in  the  district.  He  gave  important  orders  for 
the  establishments  on  whose  behalf  he  was  supposed  to  act, 
and  then  arranged  to  take  delivery  of  the  drugs,  &c,  without 
paying.  The  man's  white  hair  and  general  appearance  of  re- 
spectability dispelled  any  feeling  of  dis'ru  t.  He  was  arrested 


last  Saturday  in  the  Rue  de  Sevres  by  an  inspector  of  police 
as  a  youth  was  on  the  point  of  handing-  bim  a  large  parcel  of 
pharmaceutical  products  which  had  just  been  obtained  by 
the  usual  method  from  a  pharmacy  in  the  Rue  Vanneau.  At 
the  poiice  station  he  gave  the  name  oE  Charles  Petit. 

Payment  for  "  First  Aid  "  Assistance. — Paris  phar- 
macists are  so  frequently  called  upon  to  render  assistance  in 
cases  of  street- accidents  and  similar  occurrences  that, 
it  would  be  thought  the  question  of  paymsnt  of  the 
medicaments  used,  especially  where  poor  persons  are  con- 
cerned, when  the  Prefecture  of  Police  pays  the  amount, 
would  be  perfectly  understood.  Such,  however,  is  not  the 
case,  and  it  frequently  happens  that  the  pharmacist  finds 
that  his  bill  is  considerably  reduced  by  the  Prefecture  before 
payment.  The  fault  often  lies  with  the  pharmacist  himself, 
who  frequently  neglects  to  give  sufficient  details  of  the 
medicaments  used  or  of  the  nature  of  the  injuries  sustained 
by  victims  of  accidents.  When  such  details  are  not  sufficiently 
explicit  3f.  50c.  only  is  generally  accorded  in  the  case  of 
slight  accidents,  and  4f.  50c.  for  more  complicated  ones. 

The  Question  op  Pharmaceutical  Specialities. — 
A  proposal  for  regulating  the  sale  of  specialities,  presented 
by  the  syndicate  of  pharmacists  of  the  Loir«  and  the  Haute 
Loire,  was  read  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  General  Associa- 
tion of  French  Pharmacists.  The  proposal  deals,  firstly, 
with  specialities  intended  for  export,  and,  secondly,  with  those 
destined  for  sale  in  France  and  Algeria.  It  is  proposed  than 
manufacturers  should  form  themselves  into  a  "Syndicate  of 
Manufacturers  of  Pharmaceutical  Products."  With  regard 
to  export  the  suggestion  is  that  each  member  of  the  syndicate 
should  adopt  a  special  capsule,  label,  or  distinctive  mark  for 
all  their  goods  destined  for  foreign  trade.  The  sale  of 
specialities  bearing  such  indication  would  be  prohibited  in 
France,  and  the  arrangement  would  be  tba1;  any  wholesale 
druggists  or  other  dealer  selling  such  goods  in  France  would 
render  them  liable  to  confiscation.  The  proposed  arrange- 
ment for  the  sale  of  specialities  in  France  is  as  follow-*: — 
The  members  of  the  Syndicate  des  Fabricants  would  sell  all 
specialities  at  the  prices  marked  lor  the  public,  less  a  dis- 
count of  5  per  cent,  to  wholesale  druggists  and  commission 
agents.  A  ticket,  representing  the  actual  amount  of  the 
discount,  would  be  enclosed  with  each  article  ;  this  would  hi 
removed  on  receiving  a  supply  of  goods  and  handed  to  the 
Society  of  Pharmacy  of  each  Department,  who  would  collect 
the  amount  and  distribute  the  proceeds.  Pharmacists  de- 
siring to  participate  in  this  arrangement  would  be  required 
to  sign  an  agreement  as  follows: — "The  undersigned,  phar- 
macist, residing  Rue  ,  at  ,  desiring  to  associate 
myself  with  the  efforts  of  the  Syndicate  of  Manufacturers, 
which  has  decided  to  put  a  stop  to  the  depreciation  their 
specialities  suffer  through  the  action  of  certain  pharmacists 
as  regards  the  prices  fixed  for  sale  to  the  public,  spontaneously 
engage  myself  of  my  free  will  to  sell  all  .specialities  and 
other  goods  similar  to  specialities  at  the  exact  marked  prices. 
This  without  any  discount  or  manoeuvre  that  could  diminish 
the  price  of  sale  to  the  public.  I  agree  to  accept  the  decision 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Syndicate  of  Manufacturers  of 
Pharmaceutical  Products  as  regards  all  disputes  coccerning 
the  proper  carrying  out  of  the  present  engagement,  or,  in  ca-n 
of  judicial  proceedings,  the  finding  of  the  Civil  Tribunal  of 
the  Seine."  The  provincial  societies  would  be  charged  with 
the  supervision  and  carrying  out  of  this  contract.  Anj 
pharmacist  against  whom  sufficient  proof  could  be  brought 
that  he  has  not  complied  therewith  would  have  his  tickets 
refused  payment.  Specialists  are  invited  to  pay  in  the 
amount  of  tickets  not  presented  to  the  Pension  Fund  of  the 
General  Association  of  French  Pharmacists.  A  proposal  of 
this  kind  in  a  more  or  less  modified  form  has  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  manufacturers  of  spec&li'ies  for 
some  time  past.  , 


A  Chicago  Genius  is  advertising  a  "  '  bottled  battery ' 
for  colds,  sore  throat,  asthma,  hay-fever,  neuralgia  tooth- 
ache, mumps,  earache,  financial  depression,  indisposition  to 
labour,  &c."  The  patient  is  directed  to  "press  the  mouth  of 
the  open  bottle  against  the  seat  of  pain,  and  move  it  about 
when  a  humming  sensation  is  produced."  If  he  have  a  sick- 
headache  he  must  "  hold  the  uncorked  bottle  to  the  bottoms 
of  the  feet  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes  !  " — Spatula. 
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American  Drug  Failure  —Messrs.  Wallace  Brothers, 
of  Nratesville,  Carolina,  said  to  be  the  largest  dealers  in 
medicinal  herb 3  in  the  world,  are  reporter  to  have  assigned 
their  affairs  t i  their  creditors.  The  liabilities  are  estimated 
at  #200,000. 

Mineral  Discovery  in  Norway  — Ore,  very  rich  in 
copper,  has  been  found  in  Kiafjord,  Norway.  As  water- 
power  is  available  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  facilities 
lor  transpoit  are  favourable,  the  discovery  seems  to  be  a 
promising  ens. 

Scent  farming  in  Kussia — The  Russian  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  is  engaged  in  gathering  information  concerning 
the  present  conoicions  of  the  industry  of  the  essential-oil 
plants.  It  has  been  decided  to  start  experimental  soent- 
tarmirjg  nest  year  on  several  crown  properties,  in  order  to 
deiermine  the  profitableness  or  otherwise  of  the  cultures. 

Cruelty  to  Flies  — The  Leipzig  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Animals  has  circularised  the  druggists 
of  the  city,  pointing  out  the  suffering  caused  to  flies  by  the 
use  of  sticky  fly-papers,  and  suggesting  that  the  sale  of  these 
articles  should  be  discontinued.  The  Society  at  the  same 
t.ime  suggests,  as  a  more  "  humane "  means  of  keeping  eff 
flies,  the  placing  about  the  apartments  of  small,  open  vessels 
rilled  with  cod-liver  oil.  As  flies  greatly  dislike  the  odour 
of  that  drug,  they  may  be  trusted  promptly  to  betake  them- 
selves next  door. 

Hungarian  Wine. — There  have  been  a  good  many  com- 
plaints lately  of  the  increasing  habit  of  the  Hungarian  and 
Dalmatian  wine-growers  of  adulteratiog  their  produce.  The 
Vienna  Association  of  Wine-merchants  recently  circularised 
the  authorities  of  one  of  the  principal  wine  growing  districts 
on  the  question,  and  accused  one  of  the  leading  viticulturists 
of  habitual  sophistication.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
the  district  where  the  accused  carries  on  business  indignantly 
repudiated  the  assertions  of  the  Vienna  Association,  but  the 
authorities  nevertheless  ordered  an  investigation,  which 
resulted  in  the  discovery  that  the  proprietor  of  the  firm 
named  was  in  the  habit  of  buying  in  Trieste,  nominally 
through  his  coachman,  enormous  quantities  of  tamarind- 
extract,  and  analysis  of  his  wines,  made  in  Buda-Pest,  showed 
the  wines  to  be  grossly  adulterated.  A  stringent  law  against 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  adulterated  and  "artificial" 
wines  has  lately  bsen  passed  in  Hungary,  and  in  all  pro- 
bibiKty  it  will  be  rigorously  applied  against  the  offender  who 
has  just  been  caught. 

The  Russian  Chemical  Industry.— There  has  been  a 
great  increase  in  the  demand  and  the  production  of 
sulphuric  acid  in  Russia  latelv,  says  the  Austrian  codsuI  in 
MorCDw,  and  in  1894,  the  Russian  manufacturers  for  the 
first  time  sold  the  whole  of  their  output  locally  instead  of 
wending  part  of  it  to  the  Annual  Fair  at  Nishny  Novgorod. 
The  principal  increase  in  the  demand  has  been  caused  by 
the  smokele«s-powder  factories,  one  of  which,  at  Kasan, 
requires  200,000  poods  of  vitriol  yearly.  Formerly  the  bulk 
of  the  Russian  sulphuric  acid  was  made  from  pyrites 
obtained  in  the  Ural  mountains,  but  in  the  course  of  the 
last  year  or  two  the  decline  in  the  price  of  Sicilian  sulphur 
and  the  reduction  of  the  railway  rates  and  the  import 
duties  on  that  article  have  caused  the  manufacturers  to 
resort  to  it  again  The  production  of  hydrochloric  acid 
has  grown  even  more  rapidly  than  that  of  sulphuric  acid ; 
the  output  of  a  single  factory  in  the  Moscow  district 
having  advanced  from  35,055  poods  in  1893  to  114,854  ! 
poods  in  1894.  The  principal  consumers  of  this  acid  are 
tactories  which  convert  it  into  chloride  of  z'nc  for  the 
purpose  of  impregnating  sleepers.  In  the  course  of  the  last 
two  years  hydrochloric  acid  has  also  superseded  sulphuric 
acid  in  the  preparation  of  fine  cotton  fabrios,  which  cannot 
be  successfully  dyed  unless  freed  from  lime-residues.  The 
production  of  acetic  acid  has  also  increased. 


Linseed  — The  American  crop  is  expected  to  be  good  this 
year;  i  e.  almost  double  what  it  was  in  1894.  In  consequence 
it  is  not  expected  that  so  much  Calcutta  seed  will  be  required. 


Huatralasian  IRewa. 


The  following  notes  are  based  upon  information  contained 
in  the  August  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  ojf 
Australasia,  published  at  Melbourne.  Copies  of  that  journal 
(price  6d.  each)  may  be  had  from  the  publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  B.C. 

Two  Deaths  prom  Arsenic- poisoning. —Two  men 
recently  lost  their  lives  at  Port  Melbourne  from  the  accidental 
use  of  arsenic  in  place  of  cream  of  tartar.  At  the  inquest  it 
transpired  that  one  of  tbem,  Morris  Nettleberg,  purchased 
from  a  firm  of  chemists  in  October,  1892,  14  lbs.  of  arsenic 
in  a  double  paper  bag,  with  a  red  poison- label.  Sometime 
afterwards  Nettleberg  purchased,  from  the  same  house,  a 
packet  of  cream  of  tartar,  and  later  on,  upon  the  arsenic-bag, 
giving  way,  the  deceased  or  one  of  his  employes  seems  to 
have  carelessly  transferred  the  residue  of  the  arsenic  to  the 
empty  cream- of  tartar  bag. 

Pharmaceutical  Lectureships  in  N.S.  Wales  — A 
special  meeting  of  the  N.8.W.  Pharmaceutical  Council 
was  held  on  July  2,  to  consider  six  applications  which  had 
been  received  for  posts  of  lecturer  to  the  Society.  After  some 
discussion  it  was  decided  to  appoint  Mr.  Broinowski  lecturer 
in  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  Mr.  Cooley  lecturer  in 
chemistry,  and  Mr.  Dixon  lecturer  in  botany.  All  these 
gentlemen  are  medical  students  of  four  or  five  years' standing, 
and  their  applications  were  backed  by  recommendations  of 
professors  at  Sy  dney  University.  They  will  receive  three  guineas 
per  student  per  quarter.  The  students  pay  five  guineas  for  the 
course,  and  the  Society  takes  the  remainder,  whereas  under 
the  old  system  the  lecturer,  Mr.  Carson,  whose  services  have 
been  dispensed  with  by  the  Society,  received  the  whole  of 
the  fees.  Among  the  applicants  for  the  position  were  a  qualified 
medical  man  and  an  analytical  chemist  whose  qualifications 
far  surpassed  those  of  the  chosen  lecturers. 

New  Pharmacy  Regulations  in  Western  Australia 
— The  "  Rules  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western 
Australia,"  and  the  "  Regulations  of  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Western  Australia,  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Poison  Act,  1894!" 
have  lately  been  gazetted.  This  publication  of  the  "  Rules  of 
the  Society  "  from  the  "  Regulations  of  the  Council,"  in  two 
different  sections  may  cause  a  good  deal  of  confusion.  For 
instance,  regulation  51  provides  that  every  pharmaceutical 
chemist  in  the  colony  must  pay  to  the  registrar  a  guinea  a 
year  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  carrying 
out  the  Act.  By  regulations  46  and  50  every  pharmaceutical 
chemist  who  desires  to  sell  poisons  will  have  to  apply  for  a 
licence  and  pay  a  guinea  annually.  This  seems  to  indicate 
that  every  registered  chemist  must  contribute  at  least  two 
guineas  a  year  to  the  funds  of  the  Council.  Then,  if  he 
wishes  to  be  a  member  of  the  Society  he  must  pay  another 
guinea  a  year  [which  secures  for  him  a  copy  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  every  week].  The  Council  of  the 
Society  is  to  be  elected  every  third  year,  aid  the  voters  are 
to  be.  not  the  members  of  the  Society,  but  all  the  registered 
chemists.  No  provision  is  made  for  a  gradual  change  in 
the  Council,  the  whole  of  the  seven  members  retiring  from 
office  simultaneously.  Any  casual  vacancy  in  the  Council  is 
not  to  be  filled  by  the  remainirg  members,  as  in  Victoria,  but 
by  a  separate  election.  With  reference  to  reciprocity,  a 
remarkable  clause  is  added  which  runs  as  follows : — "  The 
diplomas  of  competency  as  pharmaceutical  chemist  [not  a3 
chemist  and  druggist,  be  it  noted]  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  will  be  recognised  by  the  Council 
upon  full  reciprocity  being  established  between  that  Society 
and  this  Council ;  and  also  the  diplomas  of  competency  from 
any  Australian  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  be  recognised 
when  such  diplomas  are  recognised  throughout  Australasia,  and 
when  tbere  is  reciprocity  between  such  Society  and  this 
Council."  Western  Australia  will  therefore  stand  in  a  unique 
position  towards  the  United  Kingdom  in  recognising  only 
the  Major  qualification.  The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society 
is  not  mentioned  at  all. 


How  Thoughtful  1— The  newly-created  Vermont  Board 
of  Pharmacy  delivers  its  certificates  to  druggists  ready 
framed. 
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IBovelties. 

COMPRESSED  FLOWERS. 

Messes.  T.  Howakd  Lloyd  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists, 
•Leicester,  have  hit  upon  a  bright  idea,  which,  as  far  as  we 
are  aware,  is  quite  original  to  them.  This  is  "fragrant  com- 
pressed flowers,"  or  compressed  lozenge  cachons,  in  all 
aespect3  tasting  like  the  floral  confections,  but  infinitely 


liner  in  odour  because  no  heat  is  used  in  making  them.  The 
tablets  are  coloured  in  sympathy  with  the  flowers  whose 
odours  they  carry,  and  they  are  put  up  in  1-lb.  bottles, 
handsomely  labelled.  We  show  above  a  group  of  the  bottles. 
Tbe  price  of  the  tablets  is  low,  and  will  enable  retailers  to 
sell  them  at  Qd.  an  ounce  with  an  exceptionally  good  profit. 


"  PRIMUS  "  REAGENT  LABELS. 
Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Son,  Blackheath,  S.E.,  have  intro- 
duced, under  the  above  title,  a  series  of  indestructible  labels 
which  are  not  affected  by  acids  or  water.    The  labels  are 
•square,  and  are  printed  in  blue  upon  a  transparent  tissue, 


which  is  easily  attached  to  the  bottle,  and  when  on  closely 
resembles  a  vitrefied  labd.  Messrs.  Butcher  &  Son  put  up 
the  labels  in  sets  of  fifty,  which  include  all  the  common 
reagents  and  dry  chemicals  used  in  qumtitative  analysis. 
The  set  retails  at  Is. 

CALIFORNIAN  FIG  SYRUP. 
It  is  a  risky  thing  to  include  th:s  well-known  American 
preparation  under  novelties,  but  the  fa:t  that  it  has  jasi  been 


introduced  into  this  country  through  the  agency  of  Messrs. 
Fassett  &  Johnson,  22  and  23  Snow  Hill,  E.C  ,  justifies  the 
classification.  The  syrup  is  one  of  the  most  popular  house- 
hold remedies  in  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  there  are 
few  other  preparations  which  have  been  so  much  imitated' 
there.  We  understand  that  in  introducing  it  into  the  English 
market  tte  proprietors  mean  by  extensive  advertising  to 
make  it  well  known  to  the  public.  It  is  a  well-got. up  article, 
which  sells  at  Is.  l^d  and  2s.  9d ,  and  is  sufficiently  dis- 
tinctive in  character  to  arrest  public  attention. 


SCALE  PEPSIN. 
Recent  queries  in  regard  to  the  hygroscopicity  of  pepsin 
hive  tempted  Messrs.  John  Moss  &  Co  ,  of  Dep'.ford,  to  send 
us  a  sample  of  their  soluble  scale  pepsin  (1-3,00}),  which 
they  tell  us  is  practically  non-hygroscopic.  To  test  this 
assertion  we  have  kept  a  little  of  it  on  paper  beside  ai  for  a 
few  days,  and  have  found  that  at  the  end  of  a  <liyit  was  still 
free  and  con-adherent,  and  it  was  not  until  the  third  day  that 
it  began  to  get  sticky.  The  claim  is,  therefore,  fairly  justified, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  pepsin  were  dispensed  as  it 
is  in  thin  parchment  or  parafda  paper,  it  would  keep  for 
several  weeks.  Bat  the  chief  point  about  the  pepsin  is  its 
ready  solubility.  It  gives  a  perfectly  clear  solution  with  plain 
water,  its  digestive  power  is  high,  and  it  contains  a  mere  trace 
of  peptones. 


ENGLISH-MADE  INDIARUBBER  PLASTERS. 
Messes  Blyton,  Astley  &  Co  ,  manufacturing  chemists, 
Manchester,  send  us  samples  of  indiarubber  porous- plasters 
made  in  their  laboratories  there.  These  plasters  we  find  on 
examination  to  be  well  compounded,  beautifully  spread,  and 
apparently  made  by  the  approved  method.  It  is  particularly 
noticeable  in  regard  to  the  composition  that  it  is  free  from 
that  abnormal  stickiness  which  characterise)  rubber-com- 
bination plasters  made  by  the  solution  method  ;  while  tbe 
plasters  are  also  done  up  in  quite  artistic  fashion,  each  one 
being  backed  with  a  piece  of  glazjd  calico  which  will  effec- 
tively prevent  soiliag  of  the  clothes  by  undue  heat  of  the 
part  to  which  it  is  applied.  The  makers  are  offeriag  these 
plasteis  on  specially  advantageous  terms,  and  tho-e  who  can 
take  a  gross  of  them  can  have  their  name  and  address  printed 
upon  the  protection  cloth  and  wrapper.  The  plastcs  are 
also  spread  on  red  flannel,  and  all  the  more  popular  combina- 
tions may  be  had. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC  SOLUTIONS. 
We  have  recently  had  an  opportunity  of  practically  testing 
some  of  the  photographic  preparations  made  by  Mr  J.  E. 
Lockyer,  67  Evelyn  Street,  Deptford,  S  E.  Lockyer's 
"  Hydroquinone  Developer"  still  keeps  its  position  as  the 
most  successful  one-solution  developer  of  its  kind  on  the 
market.  We  are  informed  that  the  sale  this  yeir  has  b>en 
more  than  double  what  it  was  last  year.  A  new  preparation. 
Lockyer's  "  Metol  Hydroquinone  Developer, "  has  yielded 
us  some  very  good  results,  when  tested  on  a  difficult  subject 
side  by  side  wish  a  similarly  exposed  plate  developed  with 
"  pyro."  There  was  no  difficulty  in  obtainiog  the  neces  ary 
density,  and  as  regards  detail  the  better  results  were  cer- 
tainly with  Lockyer's  "Developer."  Lockyer's  "Concen- 
trated Torjing-bath  "  should  be  a  great  convenience  to  the 
average  amateur,  to  whom  weighing  out  small  quantities  of 
toning  bath  ingredients  accurately  is  well-n'gh  impossible. 
It  is  a  cloudy  solution,  which  mixes  clear  on  diluting  with 
the  required  quantity  of  water.  The  composition  is  stated 
on  the  label.  The  "  Concentrated  Toner  and  Fiser  "  is  put 
up  in  nea*;  packages,  atd  meets  a  demand  which  m-st  oho- 
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tographic  dealers  have  experienced.  Lockyer's  "  IntensiSer" 
is  of  the  mercurial  kind,  which,  in  our  experience,  gives  the 
most  satisfactory  results  with  weak  negatives.  Dealers  in 
photographic  goods  will  do  well  to  carry  a  stock  of  these 
well-tried  solutions  :  they  are  kept  in  stock  by  all  wholesale 
dealers,  or  obtainable  direct. 


Dr  0.  E.  Horn  sends  us  a  copy  of  his  new  pamphlet 
entitled  "  Hope  for  the  Bald."  Any  chemist  who  has  not 
seen  it  and  who  is  interested  in  the  subject  which  it  covers 
should  write  for  a  cop/  to  the  author  at  Newport,  I.W. 

Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Company  (Limited),  64 
Cannon  Street,  E  C  ,  have  printed  a  card  of  the  medicinal 
preparations  for  which  they  are  agents  or  makers,  giving  the 
propprties,  price?,  and  doses.  It  will  be  useful  to  have  at 
the  dispensing- counter. 

The  Tasmanian  Eucalyptus  Oil  Company,  133  Leadenhall 
Street,  E  C,  inform  us  that  in  consequence  of  increased  sale 
of  their  oil  they  have  erected  entirely  new  and  enlarged 
distilleries  in  Tasmania,  and  about  the  first  result  will  be 
that  new  season's  Platypus  oil  will  be  so'd  cheaper  than 
ever. 


flDarriaocs. 


Dunn— Kossiter — On  September  10,  at  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  St.  Leonards-oo-Sea,  Harold  Stables  Dunn, 
chemist  and  druggist,  son  of  Joa.  Dunn,  Kelfield,  Yorkshire, 
to  Emily  Louisa,  only  daughter  of  Frederick  Rossiter,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  9  Grand  Parade,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 

Francis— Jones  —On  September  18.  "at  Princes  Street 
Presbyterian  Church, Rhyl,  by  the  Rev.  John  Williams  (grand- 
father of  the  bride  and  bridegroom),  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Verrier  Jones  (pastor),  John  Herbert,  second  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  Jno.  Francis,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Wrexham,  to 
Katherine  Myfar.wy  (Katie),  only  daughter  of  the  late  Dr. 
Edwin  Jones,  Rhyl. 

Hill—  Ramsay  —  At  the  Melville  Hotel.  Edinburgh,  on 
September  12.  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Pollok  Wats,  Walter  Hill, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Edinburgh  (late  of  Devizes),  to  L'zzie, 
second  surviving  daughter  of  William  Ramsay,  5  feviot  Place, 
Edinburgh. 

Minchin — Haviland  —At  all  Siints'  Church  Gloucester, 
by  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Foster,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  A..  H.  Cheese- 
man  and  the  Rev.  W.  C  Mac'ean,  William  Minchin,  phar- 
maceutical chemist,  15  Westgate  Street,  Gloucester,  to  Clara 
Edith,  third  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  R  Haviland,  of  Wood- 
ville,  Belgrave  Road,  Gloucester. 


Beatbs. 


Brown. — Dr.  Crombie  Brown,  a  grandson  of  Dr.  John 
Brown,  the  divine,  has  just  died  at  Haddington,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  87.  Dr.  Brown  was  at  one  time  a  missionary 
in  South  Africa,  but  his  knowledge  of  botany  secured  him  the 
Government  appointment  as  colonial  botanist  at  the  Cape, 
which  he  held  for  thirty-two  years. 

Gill — On  September  3,  Mr.  Samuel  Gill,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Pendleton.    Aged  78. 

Ginner.— On  September  13,  after  a  few  hours'  illness,  at 
San  Dalmazzo  di  Tenda,  Italy,  Isaac  Benjamin  Ginner, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Ore,  Sussex,  and  Cannes,  France, 
son  of  the  late  James  Easton  Ginner,  aged  54  -years.  Deceased 
was  the  owner  of  the  Pharmacie  Gras,  at  Canne'.  and  was 
the  oldest  English  pharmacist  on  the  Riviera.  He  was  an 
exceedingly  hospitable  man,  and  any  English  pharmacist 
■visiting  Cannes  always  received  a  warm  welcome  from  him 

Kieby— At  Finsbury  Park,  N.,  on  September  17,  Mr. 
William  Henry  Ktrby,  assistant  manager  to  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.    Aged  37. 


f>er0onaUtfe& 

Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris,  chemist,  Thame,  at  the  local  Horti- 
cultural Society's  show,  held  recently,  carried  off  seven  first 
prizes,  one  second  prize,  and  three  third  prizes.  He  has  also 
secured,  at  the  Charlbury  and  District  Floral  and  Horti- 
cultural Society's  show,  first  for  dessert  pears  in  the  open 
class. 

The  coming  of  age  of  Mr.  Richard  A'hmole  Cooper, 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  Richard  Powell  Cooper,  head  of  the  firm 
of  William  Cooper  &  Nephews,  was  celebrated  at  Shenstone 
Court,  near  Lichfield,  on  September  7.  Mr.  Cooper's  birth- 
day was  on  August  11,  but  the  family  were  in  Scotland 
then,  and  the  festivities  were  delayed  until  their  return. 
About  350  people  assembled  in  the  park  and  passed  the- 
time  in  various  pleasant  ways  until  dinner,  which  was  served 
in  a  marquee,  and  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Cooper. 
After  dinner  the  employes  of  the  chemical-works  at 
Berkbamsted  presented  an  address  and  selection  of  plate, 
and  those  on  the  Shenstone  Court  estate  and  the  servants  of 
the  household  presented  valuable  gold  and  silver  gifts.  Mr. 
Cooper  made  a  happy  little  speech  of  thanks  in  response, 
and  other  speeches  were  given  in  the  coarse  of  the  afternoon. 
Young  Mr.  Cooper  received  his  early  education  at  Clifton 
College,  Bristol,  and  also  studied  at  Paris  and  Dresden. 
Very  shortly  he  will  take  up  his  residence  at  Berkhamsted  as 
one  of  the  principals  at  the  celebrated  chemical- works  there  * 
situated,  and  henceforth  will  be  directly  connected  with  the 
firm  with  which  the  fortunes  of  his  family  are  so  closely 
identified. 


Urafcoflfrarfts  BppUeb  for. 


ANT  person  who  has  good  grounds  of  objection  to  the  registration  of  any 
of  the  following  marks  should  at  once  communicate  with  Sir  Reader 
Lack,9omptroller-General,at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings, 
Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C, 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  September  18,  1895.) 

"Veteco";  for  chemical  substances  used  for  agricultural, 
horticultural,  veterinary,  and  sanitary  purposes.  By 
John  Hoole,  North  Lodge.  Nortn  Gate,  Sleatord,  Lines, 
veterinary  surgeon.  189,352. 

'  Allenburys";  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use 

'  in  medicine  and  pharmacy  in  Class  3  ;  also  for  instru- 
ments, apparatus,  and  contrivances  (not  medicated)  in 
Class  11;  also  for  perfumery,  toiler-articles,  &c  By 
Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited).  Plough  Court.  37  Lombard 
Street,  London,  E.U.    187,738,  187,739,  187,741. 

"  Tipeco  "  ;  for  a  patent  medicine  (pill)  for  human  use.  By 
C.  F.  W.  Hoole,  M.R.C.V.S.,  North  Lodge,  Sleafom, 
Lines.  189,156. 

"  Bullseye  "  ;  for  photographic  cameras.  By  the  European 
Blair  Camera  Company  (Limited).  9  Southampton  Street, 
London,  W.C,  manufactcirers.  188,209. 

"  The  Iolanthe  "  ;  for  photographic  cameras.  By  Sydney 
Lawrence,  trading  as  Lawrence  &  Mayo,  67  and 
69  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C,  ophthalmic  optician. 
189.393. 

"Apesta";  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters,  natural  and 
artificial,  including  ginger-beer.  By  Edward  Steinkoff, 
47  Berkeley  Square,  London,  W.,  merchant.  189186. 

"  Uvo  " ;  for  a  hair- wash.  By  W.  B.  Clarkson,  45  Wellington 
Street,  Ssrand,  London,  perfumer.  183,908. 

"  Minerva  "  and  figure  of  Minerva ;  for  chemical  substances 
prepared  for  use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy,  but  not  in- 
cluding soap,  pills,  &c  ,  in  Class  3  ;  also  for  mineral  and 
aerated  waters,  natural  and  artificial,  including  ginger- 
beeT,  in  Class  44  ;  also  for  perfumery,  toilet-artscles.and 
preparations  for  the  teeth  and  hair  in  Class  48.  By  H.  S. 
Chipman,  54  Margaret  Street,  Sydney,  N  S.W.,  merchant- 
189145,  189,147,  189,148. 
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fflorc  Ipslukb  Items. 

THE  meeting  of  the  British  Association  at  Ipswich  haa 
been  a  success.  Favoured  by  good  weather,  the  mem- 
bers had  an  excellent  time  of  it  all  round  the  district,  which 
is  historically  one  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  England, 
if  not  picturesquely  unique.  We  propose  this  week  and  next 
to  mention  some  of  the  more  interesting  things  which  came 
before  the  various  Sections,  and  we  may  appropriately  begin 
with  the  Section  of 

Chemistry, 

presided  over  on  this  occasion  by  Mr.  Meldola,  the  Professor 
of  Chemistry  at  the  Finsbury  Technical  Institute.  Mr. 
Meldola  gave  an  exceedingly  clever  historical  sketch  of 
chemistry  in  its  developments  since  1851,  glancing  at  the 
foresbadowings  of  change  which  were  observable  in  the 
science  for  fifty  years  or  so,  before  the  "  New  Chemistry " 
really  became  an  entity  in  the  early  fifties.  He  spoke  in 
somewhat  doubtful  terms  of  the  utility  of  valency,  prophesy- 
ing that  with  the  increase  of  our  knowledge  of  chemistry 
that  theoiy  will  undergo  modification.  It  is  true  that  there 
is  a  physical  reality  underlying  the  conception  of  valency — 
if  for  no  other  reason,  because  of  the  conformability  of  this 
property  of  the  atoms  to  the  periodic  law ;  but  the  doctrine 
as  it  stands  is  empirical,  in  so  far  that  it  is  only  representa- 
tive and  not  explanatory.  It  has  yet  to  be  rationalised,  yet 
its  services  in  the  construction  of  rational  formula;,  especi- 
ally within  the  limits  of  isomerism,  have  been  incalculable. 
The  great  development  of  the  doctrine  in  the  hands  of 
Le  Bel  and  Van't  Hofi  by  the  introduction  of  the  stereo- 
chemical hypothesis  in  1874  is  the  greatest  advance  in 
structural  chemistry  since  the  recognition  of  the  quadri- 
valent character  of  the  carbon  atom.  But  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  idea  of  structure  is  not  necessarily  bound 
xip  with  the  hypothesis  of  valency  in  its  present  form.  The 
two  ideas  have  grown  up  together,  but  the  experimental 
evidence  that  in  any  molecule  the  atoms  are  grouped 
together  in  a  particular  way  is  really  independent  of  any 
theory  of  valency.  It  is  only  after  this  evidence  has  been 
acquired,  either  by  analysis  or  synthesis,  that  the  hypothesis 
in  building  up  the  structural  formula  is  applied.  Mr. 
Meldola  proceeded  to  show  how  this  new  theory  of  abstract 
types  has  benefited  organic,  cr  rather  synthetic,  chemistry, 
sud  by  many  examples  he  illustrated  this  section,  especially 
dealing  with  the  chemistry  of  colours,  in  which  he  is  an 
adept.  In  this  connection  Mr.  Meldola  drew  a  distinction 
between  chemical  synthesis  and  organic  production.  If,  he 
said,  we  confine  the  notion  of  synthesis  to  the  buildirjg-up  of 
molecules  from  simpler  molecules  or  from  atoms,  we  exclude 
one  of  nature's  methods  of  producing  many  of  these  very 
compounds  which  we  claim  to  have  sythesised.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  natural  products  which  have  been  prepared 
artificially  are  not  synthesised  by  the  animal  or  plant  in  the 
sense  of  building  up  at  all.  They  are  the  results  of  kata- 
bolism  or  breaking  down  of  complex  molecules  into  simpler 
ones.  And,  as  in  nature,  so  in  the  laboratory,  metabolic 
synthesis  should  be  held  to  comprise  both  katabolism  and 
anabolism,  provided  always  that  the  more  complex  molecule 
of  which  the  compound  is  produced  can  be  synthesised  from 
its  constituent  atoms.  If  we  do  not  thus  expand  the  mean- 
ing of  synthesis  we  are  simply  shutting  the  door  in  nature's 
■face.  The  whole  address  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
chemists,  but  it  requires  quiet  hours  to  read.  We  may  men- 
tion that  all  the  presidential  addresses  are  obtainable  from 
the.  Secretary  of  the  Association.  Burlington  House,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  bound  together  in  paper  covers,  and  published 
at  Is. 

Genesis  of  Dalton's  Atomic  Theory. 
After  the  President's  address  the  first  paper  read  iu  the 
Section  was  one  by  Sir  H.  Roscoe  and  Dr.  A.  Harden,  on  "  A 
New  View  of  the  Genesis  of  Dalton's  Atomic  Theory,  derived 
from  original  manuscripts."  It  appears  that  in  the  library  of 
the  Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  in  whose 
laboratory  Daltou  worked,  and  of  which  he  was  secretary, 
there  have  recently  been  discovered  a  number  of  manuscript 
volumes  of  Dalton's  own  laboratory  notes  which  have  escaped 
the  attention  of  his  biographers.    From  these  it  is  clear  that  I 


Dalton's  application  of  the  atomic  theory  to  chemistry  was 
not  the  result  of  his  own  analysis  of  certain  compounds  of 
carbon,  as  has  hitherto  been  supposed,  but  his  mind  was 
saturated  with  Newton's  notions  on  atoms,  and  he  worked 
out  the  theory  from  physical  considerations  as  to  the  consti- 
tution of  gases.  Somewhat  later  he  quoted  numerical 
results,  not  of  his  own,  but  of  other  chemi.'-ts'  analyses,  in 
suppoit  of  the  theory,  and  seems  to  have  worked  out  the  law 
of  chemical  combination  in  multiple  proportions  as  the  only 
conceivable  mode  of  combination  between  atoms.  It  would 
seem  that  Dalton  was  in  the  habit  of  adding  to  and  other- 
wise modifying  his  papers  and  lectures  between  the  time  of 
their  delivery  and  their  appearance  in  print,  and  this  practice 
has  to  some  extent  confused  the  chronology  of  the  develop- 
ment of  his  ideas. 

Argon  and  Helium. 

The  Physical  and  Chemical  Sections  met  together  on  Sep- 
tember 13,  when  Lord  Rayleigh  gave  an  account  of  experi- 
ments made  to  determine  the  index  of  refraction  and  the 
viscosity  of  argon  and  helium,  through  which  it  was  found 
that  argon  had  0  961  and  helium  0  146  of  the  refractive 
value  for  air.  The  viscosity  of  the  gases  was  measured  by 
the  rate  of  their  How  through  a  narrow  tube.  The  relative 
viscosities  referred  to  air  were  for  argon  1-21  and  for  helium 
0  96.  Lord  Kayleigh  stated  that  he  had  received  a  sample 
of  gas  from  a  Bath  spricg.  Formerly  it  -was  supposed  to  be 
nitrogen,  bat  analysis  shows  it  to  be  nitrogen  of  less  density 
than  atmospheric  nitiogen,  and,  Lord  Rayleigh  said,  amidst 
cheers,  that  "  the  spectrum  test  did  show  that  that  contained 
helium  showing  line  D3. '  So  that  the  Pyrenees  mineral- 
water  spring  has  not  a  helium  monopoly.  Other  papers 
confirmatory  of  the  argon  discovery  were  read,  Dr.  Gladstone 
giving  some  results  of  investigations  relative  to  specific  re- 
fraction and  the  periodic  laws  which  argon,  with  other 
gases.  obeyed  in  decorous  fashion.  Professor  A.  Schuster 
and  Professor  Runge,  of  Hanover  (with  his  co-wcrker  Dr. 
Paschen),  contributed  separate  investigations  on  the  same 
subject,  the  latter  being  received  witn  enthusiasm  on  the 
meiit  of  his  oiiginal  researches  into  the  spectrcm  of  helium. 
A  difference  of  opinion  arose  upon  the  latter  papers,  for 
Dr.  G.  Johnstone  Stoney  stated  that  the  admirable  woik  of 
Professors  RnEge  and  Paschen  could  not  have  been  carried 
out  in  the  Biitish  Isles,  there  being  no  place  fitted  with 
appaiatus  of  the  necessary  delicacy.  It  was  most  desirable 
to  remedy  this  as  soon  as  possible.  The  work  described 
was  performed  with  a  large  Rowland  grating  belonging  to 
the  Royal  Observatory  at  Potsdam.  Professor  Armstrong 
desired  to  correct  the  idea  that  the  work  could  not  have 
been  done  in  the  British  Isles.  It  had  been  carried  out  in 
the  true  British  spirit  with  individual  procuiing  of  appa- 
ratus. Professor  Liveing  added  that  good  hard  work  was 
more  effective  in  obtaining  results  than  elaborate  apparatus. 
He  instanced  the  results  which  Lord  Rayleigh  had  described. 

Action  of  Light  upon  Soluble  Metallic  Iodides. 

This  was  a  paper  by  Mr.  Douglas  J.  P.  Berridee,  B  A.., 
Malvern  College,  showing  the  influence  of  both  light  and 
cellulose  upon  the  ioriide.  The  author  stated  that  it  a  sheet 
of  note-paper  containiog  starch  is  saturated  with  a  solution  of 
potassium  iodide,  and  exposed  to  light  in  a  printing-frame 
under  a  negative,  it  will  become  printed  in  a  period  varying 
from  ten  minutes  to  four  hours,  the  colour  of  the  exposed 
paper  being  pink  or  chocolate;  this  changes,  however,  to  blue 
when  placed  in  water,  the  alteration  being  doubtless  due  to 
the  formation  of  the  so-called  starch  icdide,  for  the  pro- 
duction of  which  the  presence  of  an  excess  of  water  is 
necessary.  It  was  found  impossible  to  imitate  this  choco- 
late colour  by  any  solution  of  iodine:  if  the  solution  was 
aqueous,  a  blue  stain  was  produced,  whilst,  if  anhjdious,  a 
brown  stain  resulted.  At  last,  however,  the  colour  of  the 
exposed  paper  was  obtained  by  the  action  of  a  very  con- 
centrated solution  of  potassium  iodide  upon  paper  pre- 
viously coloured  blue  by  starch  iodide.  This  appears  to 
show  that  the  colour  is  due  to  the  formation  of  potassium 
triiodide  or  some  similar  compound.  The  prints  obtained 
in  this  manner  were  fixed  by  rapid  washing  in  water,  fol- 
lowed by  treatment  with  a  dilute  solnticn  of  lead  acetate  ; 
if  subsequently  sized  and  varnished,  they  appear  to  be  quite 
stable.  The  iodides  of  sodium,  calcium,  strontium,  harium, 
iron,  and  zinc  ail  behave  like  the  potasskm  salt ;  the  two 
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laxter,  bowevtr,  yield  prints  difficult  to  see,  owing  to  the 
decomposition  of  the  salt  upon  the  portions  of  the  paper 
unexposed  to  the  light.  Cadmium  iodide  differs  from  the 
other  soluble  metallic  iodides  in  yielding  a  p>int  which  is 
blue,  and  net  chocolate  coloured;  from  which  it  appears 
that  this  element  is  alone  unable  to  form  a  higher  iodide. 

Botany. 

The  Section  of  Botany  was  opened  for  the  first  time  by  Mr. 
Thistltton  Dyer,  of  Kew,  who  delivered  an  addiess  in  the 
course  of  which  he  contrasted  the  old  school  of  natural 
history  wi'h  the  modern  school,  mentioning  that  the 
majority  of  men  of  the  last  generation  who  won  distinction 
in  this  branch  of  science  began  their  career  with  the  study 
of  medicine.  Bat  the  exigencies  of  the  medical  curriculum 
have  crowded  them  out.  Speaking  of  the  Darwinian  theory, 
he  said  most  of  the  new  writers  on  the  theory,  especially 
those  who  have  been  trained  at  Cambridge,  generally  begin 
by  more  or  less  rejecting  it  as  a  theory  of  the  oiigin  of 
species,  and  then  proceed  unhesitatingly  to  reconstruct  it. 
The  attempt  rarely  seems  successful,  perhaps  because  the 
limits  of  the  laboratory  are  unfavourable  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  the  class  of  observations  suitable  for  the  purpose.  A 
more  serious  peril  is  the  dying  out  amongst  us  of  two 
branches  of  botanical  study  in  which  we  have  hitherto 
occupied  a  position  of  distinction.  Apart  from  the  staffs  of 
our  official  institutions,  little  interest  seems  to  be  taken  in 
systematic  and  desciiptive  botany.  And  geographical  dis- 
tribution is  almost  in  a  worse  plight,  yet  Darwin  calls  it 
"  that  grand  subject — that  almost  keystone  of  the  laws  of 
creation."  This  led  him  to  speak  of  nomenclature,  which, 
he  said,  is  a  means,  not  an  end.  There  are,  perhaps, 
150,000  species  of  flowering-plants  in  existence.  What  we 
want  to  do  is  to  push  on  the  task  of  getting  tbem  named 
and  described  in  an  intelligible  manner,  and  their  affinities 
determined  as  correctly  as  possible.  We  shall  ihen  have 
material  for  dealing  with  the  larger  problems  which  the 
vegetation  of  our  globe  will  present  when  tree,ted  as  a  whole. 
All  that  can  be  hoped  for  is  a  general  agreement  amongst 
the  staffs  of  the  principal  institutions  in  Different  countries 
where  systematic  botany  is  worked  at ;  the  free-lances  must 
be  left  to  do  as  they  like. 

In  this  Section  Professor  R.  C.  Hansen  read  a  paper  on 

The  Variations  of  Yeast-cells. 

His  experiments  showed  that,  if  yeast  is  subjected  to 
varying  sets  of  conditions,  specimens  are  produced  which 
differ  from  the  original  organism  in  being  incapable  of  pro- 
ducing a  film  and  endogenous  spores.  Some  new  varieties 
produced  by  gelatine  culture  bad  a  greater  fermenting  power 
than  the  original  vegetative  cells  used.  Frankland  maintains 
that  the  power  of  fermentation  was  lost  through  culture  in  the 
case  of  bacteria,  but  no  such  effect  was  produced  with  alcoholic 
yeast,  and  it  was  impossible  to  produce  a  variety  entirely 
without  fermenting-power.  In  culture  carried  on  at  high 
temperatures  the  cells  multiplied  vigorously  ;  at  first  the 
new  characteristics  assumed  were  transitory,  but  later  they 
became  permanent  properties.  Temperature  was  not  the 
only  influence  at  work,  water  without  nutritive  substances 
and  aeration  being  insufficient. 

Science  and  Agbiculture. 

The  Botany  and  Chemistry  Sections  were  amalgams  tfd  on 
Monoay,  in  order  to  discuss  the  question  "How  shall  Agri- 
culture Best  Obtain  the  Help  of  Scieme?"  The  discussion 
was  opened  by  Mr.  Warington,  of  Harpenden,  who  gave  a 
lucidaccountof  thearrangemects  existing  in  Germany,  Canada, 
and  the  United  States,  atd  advocated  the  establishment 
throughout  Great  Britain  of  stations  similar  to  those  in  the 
United  States.  The  discussion  which  followed  was  a  general 
one.  and  in  the  course  of  it  the  opinion  was  fieely  expressed 
that,  though  we  are  getting  upon  the  right  lines  in  this 
country,  a  great  deal  has  yet  to  be  done  betore  agriculture  is 
what  it  should  be,  from  the  scientific  point  of  view.  Pro- 
fessor J.  Reynolds  Green  was  one  of  the  speakers.  He  criti- 
cised some  of  the  methods  of  agricultural  teaching  as  at 
present  carried  out.  The  farmer  was  apt  to  regard  chemistry 
a?  comprising  only  the  chemistry  of  soils,  whereas  it  was  of 
even  greater  importance  to  pay  attention  to  the  chemistry  of 
plants,  and  generally  to  give  the  plant  organism  the  sime 
attention  from  various  points  of  view  that  was  now  given  as 


a  matter  of  course  to  the  animal  organism.  Two  others  who 
were  loimerly  connected  with  pharmacy  also  spoke,  viz. : — 
Mr.  T.  S.  Dymond  (County  Council  Lecturer  in  Essex),  who 
said  that  experimental  results  were  not  practically  intelli- 
gible to  farmers  unless  they  had  some  knowledge  of  scien- 
tific principles,  atd  very  frequently  they  misunderstood  ex- 
periments, and  gave  them  a  much  wider  significance  than 
wa9  justifiable.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bothamley  (Director  of  Technical1 
Instruction  in  Somerset)  said  that  agricultural  sides  to 
secondary  schools  were  much  better  than  schools  restricted 
to  farmers' sons.  The  value  of  demonstration  plots,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  experimental  plots,  was  very  great,  and  he 
was  informed  that  the  demonstration  plots  in  Northumber- 
land ard  Cumberland  were  regarded  as  one  of  the  most> 
successful  parts  of  the  work  of  the  agricultural  department 
of  the  Durham  College  of  Science. 

The  Work  of  Pasteur 
was  the  subject  of  a  public  lecture  by  Professor  Percy  Frank- 
land  on  Monday  evening.  He  sketched  Pasteur's  early  training, 
in  chemistry,  bis  researches  in  fermentation,  and  the  outcome 
therefrom  of  the  study  of  bacteria,  which  led  up  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  hydrophobia  virus,  and  others  which  preceded' 
it,  and  subsequently  of  the  dipbtheria-serum.  Speaking  of 
the  last- mentioned  the  lecturer  stated  that  "  so  great  is  the 
demand  for  the  therapeutic  serum  for  diphtheria  that  its  pro- 
duction is  already  a  commercial  undertaking  of  great  magni- 
tude in  Germany,  where  coal-tar  colour  manufacturers,  with 
their  numerous  staffs  of  skilled  chemists,  have  still  further 
enlarged  their  works  by  undertaking  the  elaboration  of 
diphtheria  anti- toxic  serum  on  a  most  extensive  scale." 

The  Next  Meeting. 
Liverpool  was  formally  agreed  upon  as  the  meeting-place 
for  1896,  and  Wednesday,  September  16,  was  fixed  as  the- 
date  fox  beginning  work  then.  Sir  Joseph  Lister  was 
appointed  President  elect,  and  Professor  Herdman  and 
Mr.  Isaac  Thompson  were  appointed  Local  Secretaries.  The 
Vice- Presidents-elect  are  the  Lord  Ma5  or  of  Liverpool,  the 
Earl  of  Sefton  (Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Lancaster)., 
the  Eail  of  Derby,  Sir  W.  B.  Forwood,  Sir  H.  E.  Roscoe 
(the  Principal  of  University  College,  Liverpool),  Mr.  W. 
Rathbone,  and  Mr.  W.  Crookes. 

Toronto  in  1897. 
Bournemouth  wished  the  Association  to  meet  in  that  town 
in  1898,  and  Dublin  is  also  anxious  to  have  the  position  of 
host  that  year.    As  for  1897,  Toronto  sent  an  invitation, 
and  it  was  accepted. 

A  Beautiful  Experiment 
was  performed  by  Dr.  Fison  in  his  popular  lecture  on 
'  Colour."  Some  hydrochloric  acid  was  added  to  a  clear 
solution  of  hyposulphite  of  soda  contained  in  a  large  flask, 
and  the  electric  light  turned  upon  it.  As  the  result  of 
chemical  action  sulphur  was  precipitated.  At  first  the  pre- 
cipitated particles  of  sulphur  were  excessively  minute,  and 
the  flask  gave  out  a  cerulean-blue  light ;  in  a  minute  or  so, . 
however,  the  blue  had  vanished,  and  tbe  light  was  a  dirty 
white,  as  the  particles  had  increased  in  size  and  scattered 
all  light  indiscriminately.  On  repeating  the  experiment  in 
a  flat  glass  tank,  placed  immediately  in  front  of  the  electric 
light,  the  screen  illuminated  with  the  transmitted  light  was 
seen  to  undergo  all  the  familiar  lints  of  a  London  fog. 

A  Rejected  Paper. 

Mr.  J.  Alfred  Wanklyn  presented  to  the  Chemistry 
Section  a  paper  on  "  Data  for  the  Ascertainment  of  the 
True  Atomic  Weight  of  Carbon,"  and  when  he  attended  the 
meeting  on  Thursday  morning  he  received  a  communication  to 
the  effect  that,  his  views  having  been  submitted  to  th8  Chemical 
Section  at  a  previous  meeting,  they  declined  his  paper. 
Mr.  Wanklyn's  paper  is  a  continuation  of  the  record  of  his 
experiments  with  American  petroleum  and  Russian  kerosene. 
In  conjunction  with  Mr.  W.  J.  Cooper  he  has  gone  on  with 
the  fractional  distillation  of  these  substances,  whereby  he 
receives  confirmation  of  his  belief  that  the  carbon  atom  =  6- 
and  not  12.  Tbe  rejected  paper  refers  also  to  a  new  apparatus 
for  taking  boiling-points.  Instead  of  using  a  distillatory 
apparatus  and  observing  the  temperature  registered  by  the 
thermometer  immersed  in  the  vapour  of  the  liquid  during 
distillation,  Mr.  Wanklyn  measures  the  tension  of  the  vapour, 
in  the  Ton  icelian  vacuum. 
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"TX7ITH0UT  subscribing  to  the  doctrine  of  the  cynic  who 
VV  said  that  the  use  of  war  was  to  teach  newspaper 
readers  geography,  we  may  admit  that  the  Chino- Japanese 
war  has  done  a  good  deal  to  familiarise  people  with  names 
that  they  would  otherwise  never  have  been  heard  of.  Three 
years  ago,  for  instance,  probably  not  one  out  of  a  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants  of  Britain  had  ever  heard  of  Moukden, 
the  capital  city  of  Manchuria,  supposed  to  be  the  repository 
of  enormous  treasure  and  the  object  of  the  invading 
Japanese  atmy.  Like  so  many  other  distant  and  obscuie 
cities,  however,  Moukden  has  harboured  for  many  years  a 
small  band  of  Scotch  medical  missionaries,  who,  carrying 
their  lives  in  their  hands  cheerfully  amid  the  encircling 
gloom  of  Asiatic  bigotry,  dirt,  and  racial  prejudice,  devote 
themselves  to  the  cause  they  have  at  heart.  One  of  these 
missionaries,  Mr.  Dugald  Christie,  an  Edinburgh  medical 
man,  has  written  a  plain,  modest,  straightforward  account  of 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Moukden  Mission,*  which  gives 
a  graphic  idea  of  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be  overcome  to 
induce  Manchurians  to  accept  the  physical  and  spiritual 
teachings  of  the 
'West,  and  contains 
much  that  is  interest- 
ing to  pharmacists 
apart  altogether  from 
the  ethical  side  of 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Christie  ap- 
pears to  have  been 
the  first  European 
medical  man  who 
paid  more  than  a 
passing  visit  to  Mouk- 
den. He  established 
himself  there,  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Ross,  in 
1883.  At  first  people 
came  in  crowds, 
prompted  mostly  by 
curiosity,  and  many 
of  them  only  sham- 
ming illness.  When 
the  nine  days'  wonder 
had  ceased  the  crowds 
diminished,  and  the 
dispensary  opened 
with  an  average  daily 
attendance  of  thirty 
patients.  A  cholera- 
epidemic,  which  broke  out  that  same  summer  gave  Dr. 
-Christie  the  chance  of  distinguishing  himself,  which  he 
was  not  slow  to  seize,  but  suspicion  died  hard,  especially 
the  belief  that  the  Europeans  gouged  out  children's  eyes 
and  cut  out  their  hearts  for  therapeutic  and  photographic 
purposes.  When  the  European  medicines  at  last  came  to  be 
somewhat  appreciated  they  were  promptly  imitated  by  the 
Chinese.  One  of  these  learnt  a  missionary  hymn  by  heart, 
which  he  solemnly  chanted  every  morning  at  the  street- 
corner  where  he  pitched  his  hawker's  tent,  by  way  of  a  pre- 
liminary advertisement  for  his  sham  European  drugs.  Within 
a  year  of  its  establishment  the  Moukden  dispensary  had  to 
be  enlarged,  and  presently  arrangements  were  made  for 
taking  in-patients.  In  1393  no  fewer  than  539  in-patients 
were  treated,  eye-diseases  being  the  most  common  complaint. 
The  authorities  also  showed  themselves  more  favourably 
disposed,  and  General  Tso,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Ping  Yang,  eventually  became  one  of  the  best  friends  of  the 
Mission. 

Occasionally  the  excessive  faith  of  patients  in  Western 
remedies  was  almost  as  troublesome  to  Dr.  Christie  as  the 
suspicion  of  others.  Thus  a  man  into  whose  mouth  a 
clinical  thermometer  was  put  immediately  crunched  it  to 
powder,  and  had  swallowed  part  before  he  could  be  stopped. 
Others  swallowed  the  presoription  along  with  the  medicine. 

• "  Tea  Tears  in  Manchuria  :  A  Story  of  Medical  Mission  Work  in 
bflfoukden,  1883-18J3."   Is.   <J.  &  K  Parlane,  Paisley.; 


Mo:;m)en'  Dispessaby. 


The  rule  of  the  Moukden  Hospital  is  not  to  charge  aDy  fee 
for  treatment,  but  to  accept  any  present  the  patient  may  be 
disposed  to  offer.  Unfortunately  for  the  propaganda  fund, 
the  Chinese  usually  do  not  give  money,  but  a  commemora- 
tive tablet,  which  is  hung  up  in  a  conspicuous  place  outside 
the  building.  "Of  (hese, "  says  the  canny  Mr  Christie,  "we 
have  already  more  than  we  need,  and  our  friends  are  not 
encouraged  to  add  to  the  number.  Our  subscription- book  is 
shown  to  all  well-to-do  patients  and  visitors,  and  we  are 
gradually  accustoming  them  to  the  idea  that  we  prefer 
money  for  the  hospital  rather  than  useless  presents.'' 

Mr.  Christie  has  started  a  training-school  for  native 
"  medical  evangelists"  in  connection  with  his  Mission.  The 
"  preliminary  "  examination  for  candidates  embraces  Chinese 
classics  and  Christian  knowledge.  These  admitted  are  first 
I  aught  pharmacy  and  dispensing,  next  anatomy,  chemistry, 
and  suigery.  These  students  do  the  dispensing  for  out- 
patients, and  each  has  charge  of  a  ward,  where  he  does  all 
the  work  of  dressing  and  general  nuisirg.  On  the  whole 
they  have  given  much  satisfaction. 

Incidentally,  in  a  paragraph  on  opium-smoking,  Mr. 
Christie  makes  a  remarkable  statement  which  seems  to 
point  to  the  possibility  of  chloral  hjd.ate  as  a  cure  for  the 
opium  habit.    A  confirmed  smoker  under  treatment  at  the 

hospital  swallowed 
fully  5;j.  of  chloral 
hydrate,  and  was 
brought  back  to  con- 
sciousness with  the 
greatest  difficulty. 
"  Next  day,"  says  Mr. 
Christie,  "  though 
s  eepy,  he  did  nob 
seem  much  the  worse. 
In  about  ten  days 
mire  the  craving  for 
o^ium  had  entirely 
ceased,  and  his 
general  health  was 
established."  After 
about  a  year,  how- 
ever, this  patient, 
under  great  tempta- 
tion, again  took  to 
opum. 

Here  is  a  sketch  of 
native  treatment  of 
disease  : — "  Accord- 
ing to  Chinese  theory 
the  human  body  is 
composed  of  five 
elements  —  metal, 
wood,  water,  fire,  and 
earth.  To  keep  these  in  equilibrium  or  restore  them  to  that 
condition  is  the  object  of  their  treatment.  Medicines  are 
classified  according  to  the  five  colours — white,  green,  black, 
red,  and  yellow — and  the  five  tastes — bitter,  acrid,  sour, 
sweet,  and  salt— corresponding  in  order  to  the  five  elements, 
and  to  the  five  organs  of  the  body — lungs,  liver,  kidneys, 
heart,  and  stomach.  Disease  is  diagnosed  by  the  pulse,  the 
left  indicating  the  condition  of  the  heart,  liver,  and  kidneys, 
and  the  right  the  lungs,  stomach,  and  the  'gate  of  life.'" 
Their  practice  of  medicine  is  as  peculiar  as  their 
theory. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  extraction  of  a  bullet  from  the  body 
of  a  patient  a  piece  of  bone  was  removed,  and  a  quantity 
of  pure  mercury  poured  out  of  the  wound.  The  native 
doctor  who  had  put  it  there,  said  the  patient,  had  assured  him 
that  the  mercury  would  melt  the  bullet  and  both  would  flow 
out  together.  Another  very  injurious  method  of  treatment 
is  the  application  of  a  black  resinous  plaster,  which  is  univer- 
sally used  for  all  kinds  of  aches,  bruises,  and  wounds, 
preventing  the  free  exit  of  discharges  and  often  causing  serious 
consequences.  Yet  the  Chinese,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  have  unbounded  faith  in  it. 

Mr.  Christie's  booklet  (which  is  published  at  a  shilling  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Moukden  Hospital)  shows  the  enormous 
work  still  to  be  done  in  China,  and  gives  an  indication  of  the 
consumption  of  European  medicines  that  maybe  expected  in 
China  when  once  the  carriers  to  the  free  ingress  of  European 
civilisation  are  removed. 
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®jje  "Camtxtal"  Competition:. 


TWO  months  since  the  directors  of  the  Chemists  Aerated 
and  Mineral  Waters  Association  (Limited),  fluttered  a 
101.  note  before  the  eyes  of  the  trade,  and  offered  to  share 
it  amorjg  the  writers  who  should  most  ably  expound  "The 
Benefit  tha^  'Camwal'has  been,  is,  and  is  likely  to  be  to 
Chemists."  Unwisely  enough  the  "Camwal  "chairman  selected 
me  as  the  judge  cf  this  competition,  and,  unthinking,  I 
accepted  the  compliment.  Consequently  a  large  parcel  of 
manuscript  was  sent  after  me  just  as  I  had  left  London  for 
a  little  holiday,  and  I  packed  it  in  my  bag  in  anticipation  of 
that  idle  afternocn  "  when  I  shall  be  glad  of  something  to 
occupy  myself  with,"  which  holiday-makers  so  invariably 
and  so  vainly  expect. 

That  parcel  haunted  me.  I  had  stuffed  it  at  the  bottom 
of  my  bag,  but  it  always  worked  its  way  to  the  top,  and 
glared  solemnly  and  reproachfully  at  me  every  time  I  opened 
the  receptacle  to  fetch  out  a  novel  or  a  magazine.  It  got 
heavier  and  more  repellent,  until  at  last  I  took  my  courage 
in  both  hands  and  took  it  with  me  on  a  longish  railway 
journey  with  no  other  literature  whatever  except  a  Mornvng 
Leader,  which  could  hardly  occupy  me  as  far  as  the  first; 
station.  Then  I  read  the  essays,  every  line  of  them,  patiently 
and  persistently,  until  I  had  got  to  the  end  of  the  last,  at 
which  moment  a  paper-boy  presented  himself  at  the  window 
of  the  carriage,  and  I  bought  Ally  Sloper's  Half "  holiday  to 
r<  fresh  the  weary  brain. 

Fur  it  must  ce  acknowledged  that  to  read  some  dozens  of 
articles,  all  on  ODe  topic,  like  listening  to  one  melody  ground 
out  some  dozens  of  times,  is  likely  to  become  a  bit  mono- 
tonous. 

It  yon  consider  it,  what  can  anyone  say  that  is  fresh  and 
lively  on  the  subject  proposed?  Just  after  our  Summer 
Number  had  been  published  I  met  a  clever  and  popular  author 
in  the  street.  '- 1  am  going  to  send  you  an  article  for  that 
'  Camwal '  competition,"  he  said.  "  When  I  read  the  announce- 
ment a  happy  idea  struck  me,  and  I  shall  put  it  into  shape." 
He  went  to  Switzerland  the  next  day,  and  his  happy  idea 
never  shaped  itself  into  a  manuscript.  When  I  came  to  read 
the  essays  I  constantly  thought  of  this  declaration.  My 
friend,  I  knew,  had  made  a  great  many  bricks  out  of  very  little 
straw,  and  it  might  be  that  he,  who  could  have  known  very 
little  of  "  Camwal's  "  history,  had  figured  out  some  fantastic 
idea  of  the  benefits  it  could  confer  on  chemists.  I  saw  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage  not  to  know  what  "  Camwal"  meant.  We 
can  all  write  most  eloquently  on  subjects  on  which  we  are 
profoundly  ignorant. 

But  no  chemists  are  unaware  of  the  record  of  "Camwal," 
and  what  could  they  say  of  its  merits  which  "Camwal  "  had 
not  already  said  for  itself  ?  And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
great  majority  of  tbe  essays  sent  in  were  merely  the 
"  Camwal "  advertisements  expanded  by  a  liberal  use  of 
adjectives  into  glowing  eulogium,  which,  if  companies 
could  blush,  would  have  made  the  fire  insurance  on  the 
Gifford  Street  premises  a  risky  speculation.  Almost  without 
exception  the  essayists  dealt  in  generalities  glorifying  the 
principle  of  co  operation  and  praising  the  quality  of  the 
goods  manufactured  by  "Camwal."  The  temptation  to 
divide  the  subject  into  three  parts,  like  a  sermon  with  an 
exordium  at  the  beginning  and  a  peroration  at  the  end,  led 
most  of  the  writers  into  a  cramped  style.  What  I  should 
have  been  pleased  to  have  read  would  have  been  a  well- 
marshalled  array  of  facts,  personal  experiences,  thoughtful 
suggestions  for  the  future,  and,  perhaps,  a  little  judicious 
criticism.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  management  of  the 
company's  business  is  so  perfect  that  its  customers  can  find 
no  room  for  suggestions,  and  no  occasion  for  criticism. 
This  must  be  gratifying  to  its  directors,  but  it  becomes  a 
little  uninteresting  to  readers  of  the  essays. 

The  feature  of  the  company's  business,  which  appears  to 
be  the  principal  attraction  to  the  trade,  is  the  condition  pro- 
vided by  the  articles  of  association  that  its  products  shall  be 
supplied  to  chemists  and  hospitals  only.  The  tribal  instinct 
is  evidently  very  strong  among  chemists.  The  Ojibwass 
maintained  their  distinct  existence  not  so  much  because  of 
the  love  they  bore  to  each  other,  but  by  their  hatred  of  the 
Comanches  and  other  branches  of  their  race.  So  if  chemist* 
are  not  always  in  the  most  amiable  frame  of  mind  towards 


their  brethren,  their  mutual  attraction  is  maintained  by  their 
dread  of  the  all-absorbing  grocer.  With  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion the  articles  before  us  make  this  point  the  leading  ore  in 
theirreview  of  the  benefits  which  "Camwal  "has  bestowed  on 
chemists.  It  is  fair  also  to  say  that  a  good  number  of  the 
writers  mention  complimentarily  the  promptitude  and 
politeness  with  which  the  "Camwal"  managers  conduct  their 
business.  The  article  which  seems  to  me  to  be  tbe  most 
interesting  one  is  one  sent  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Brnugh,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Netherwood  Road,  West  Kensington,  W. 
Mr.  Brough's  article  is  the  one  with  the  most  individuality 
about  it,  and  it  contains  one  or  two  useful  hints. 

The  second  prize  I  award  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Heald,  chemist, 
Burnham,  Bucks,  who  has  summarised  most  effectively,  I 
think,  what  I  may  call  the  stock  arguments  in  favour  of 
"  Camwal "  ;  and  the  third  prize  goes  to  Mr.  C.  Breese,  chemist, 
109  Mitcham  Road,  Streatbam,  S.W. 

There  are  two  or  three  essays  more  original  and,  in  some 
respects,  smarter  than  the  two  to  which  the  second  and  third 
prizes  are  awarded  ;  but  these  have  evidently  been  carelessly 
composed,  and  are  marred  by  errors  in  figures  or  incomplete- 
sentences  which  it  does  not  seem  to  be  my  place  to  correct. 
One  writer,  for  instance,  informs  us  that  the  membership  of 
tbe  association  is  now  15,000.  An  acrostic  sent  in  has  some 
merit,  but  I  think  it  hardly  fulfils  tbe  conditions  laid  down 
and  a  lively  essay  from  Edinburgh  sacrifices  accuracy  to 
smart  writirg. 

Bew  Companies  anb  Company  . 

American  Alkali  Company  (Limited).  —  Capital 
20O.0OOZ.,  in  11  shares.  Objects:  To  enter  iDto  an  agree- 
ment with  E.  Hall  and  the  Hon.  John  S.  Montagu,  to- 
acquirp,  develop,  and  turn  to  account,  U.S.A.  Patent, 
No  537,508,  of  April  16,  1895,  for  the  production  of  chlorine, 
and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  chlorine,  nitric  and 
sulphuric  acias,  bleaching- powder,  chemicals,  &c ,  in  the 
U.S  A.  and  elsewhere.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not 
fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  seven)  are  to  be  appointed 
bv  the  subscribers.  Qualification,  100Z.  Remuneration. 
100Z.,  and  a  percentage  on  the  profits  divisible.  Registered 
office,  11  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 

J.  F.  McClune  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,000Z.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire,  take  over  as  a  going  concern, 
and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist,  druggist,  patent- 
medicine  vendor,  atd  wine  and  spirit  merchant,  carried  on- 
by  J.  F.  McClune  at  the  Medical  Hall,  Pontypridd,  as  "J.  F. 
McClune  &  Co  ,"  and  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the 
said  vendor.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share> 
are: — J.  F.  McClune,  wine,  spirit,  and  beer  merchant,  and 
Mrs.  M.  and  Miss  McClune,  all  of  Limerick  House,  Graigwen, 
Pontypridd  ;  W.  S.  Clune,  merchant,  M.  M  Clune,  gentleman, 
and  Miss  M.  Clune,  30  Wickham  Street,  Limerick ;  P.  J. 
Clune,  Monaleen,  Limerick,  schoolmaster.  The  Management" 
is  vested  in  the  vendor,  who  can  hold  the  offices  of  managing 
director,  chairman,  and  secretary  so  lone  as  he  holds- 
1,000  shares.  Registered  Office,  Medical  Hall,  Taff  Street, 
Pontypridd. 


Baylass  Drug  Company. — At  the  Exeter  County  Court 
last  week  Mr.  Carter,  Torquay,  stated  to  Judge  Edge  that- 
the  interpleader  action  came  on  before  Mr.  Justice  Williams, 
who  suggested  that  counsel  should  try  to  come  to  some 
arrangement.  The  money  in  court  was  divided  between  the 
Official  Receiver  and  Messrs.  Sanger  &  Co.  He  now  wished 
to  know  whether  His  Honour  would  allow  any  costs  with 
regard  to  the  restraining  order.  His  Honour  said  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  costs  should  come  out  of  the  estate. 

Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited). — The  first  annual 
report  of  the  directors  of  this  company  has  been  issued.  It 
shows  a  profit  of  4.329Z.  4*.  Qd.  on  the  year's  trading,  as 
compared  with  2.808Z.  16s.  3d.  the  previous  year,  the  latter 
profit  being  carried  over  from  the  former  owners  of  the 
Stores.  The  directors  propose  to  pay  a  dividend  of  6  per 
cent,  on  the  preference  and  ordinary  shares,  which  will 
absorb  1.095Z.  8*.  5d. ;  to  write  off  the  whole  of  the  prelimi- 
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nary  expenses  and  loss  on  the  Prince's  Street  Store,  whereby 
a  sum  of  1,421?.  10s.  lid.  will  be  absorbed;  to  place 
417/.  13s.  6d.  to  the  depreciation  account,  2,200/.  to  the 
reserve  fund,  and  carry  forward  951.  13s  6d.  The  accounts 
show  further  that  the  cost  of  management  (apart  from 
ordinary  working- expenses)  and  directors'  fees  for  the  year 
was  1.790/.  3s.  Id,  and  of  the  total  capital  (100,000/.) 
28,214/.  10s.  has  been  subscribed.  The  company  has  a  loan 
of  3,500/.  from  Parr's  Banking  Company  and  the  Alliance 
Bank  (Limited).  The  directors,  in  their  report,  state  that 
in  addition  to  the  Stores  which  the  company  took  over  from 
the  vendor,  they  have  since  opened  new  branches  at 
Lewisham,  Kingston  on-Thames,  Richmond,  Putney,  and 
Kensington,  besides  making  an  addition  to  the  Brixton 
Store.  The  company  have  opened  during  the  past  year 
five  new  Stores,  all  of  which  are  doing  extremely  well, 
making  a  total  of  ten  Stores.  The  Prince's  Street  establish- 
ment (acquired  from  the  vendor)  did  not  prove  a  success, 
and  this  the  directors  attribute  entirely  to  its  position  in  a 
side  street,  and,  after  thoroughly  testing  this  branch,  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  ic  was  best  in  the  interests  of 
the  company  to  close  it.  This  has  been  done,  and  the  stock 
and  fittings  transferred  to  the  High  Street,  Kensington, 
Store.  The  Stores  opened  up  to  June  30  last  year  show  an 
increase  of  sales  of  over  1,200/.  The  annual  meeting  will 
be  held  on  September  23,  when  the  shareholders  will  be 
asked  to  confirm  the  election  of  Mr.  John  Lorimer  and  Mr. 
David  Russell,  who  have  accepted  seats  at  the  board  on  the 
invitation  of  the  directors. 


H|arma«wtica.l  legislation  iit  ftehJ 


A PHARMACY  BILL  has  been  read  a  second  time  in  the 
N.Z.  Parliament.  It  provides  for  the  incorporation,  under 
the  name  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  Zealand,  of 
all  registered  pharmaceutical  chemists  in  the  colony,  but  a 
provision  is  made  for  the  payment  of  any  subscription  by  the 
members.  The  whole  of  the  Society's  revenue  will  be  obtained 
from  the  fees  for  registration  and  examination,  and  it  may 
only  expend  money  on  purchasing  or  renting  land  'or 
buildings,  salaries  of  officers,  remuneration  of  examiners, 
payment  of  travelling-expenses  of  members  of  the  Board,  and 
prosecutions  for  offences  believed  to  have  been  committed 
against  the  Act.  The  incorporation  seems  entirely  unneces- 
sary, for  the  affairs  of  the  Society  are  to  be  managed  by  a 
Board  of  ten  members,  to  be  called  the  Pharmacy  Board  of 
New  Zealand,  and  elected  under  the  Act,  and  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  Zealand  seems  to 
provide  no  facility  or  advantage  that  is  not  already  possessed 
by  the  existing  Pharmacy  Board.  The  headquarters  of 
the  Board  or  Society  are  to  be  decided  by  a  vote  of  the 
members.  Four  of  the  ten  members  of  the  Board  are  to  be 
elected  by  the  registered  chemists  residing  within  the  district 
where  the  headquarters  are  situated,  and  two  by  each  of 
the  three  other  districts  into  which  New  Zealand  is  divided. 
The  Board  wiK  have  power  to  make  by-laws  and  regulations 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Act  into  effect,  but  none  of 
these  are  to  come  into  operation  until  they  have  been 
approved  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  recorded  by  the  members 
of  the  Society,  and  have  been  approved  by  the  Governor  in 
Council.  Chemists  are  to  be  entitled  to  registration  if  they 
can  prove  that  they  were  in  business  in  New  Zealand  under 
certain  limitations  before  January  1,  1831,  but  they  must 
apply  for  registration  before  the  end  of  1896.  For  the  future, 
those  who  desire  registration  must  be  apprenticed  for  three 
years  and  pass  the  examinations  prescribed  by  the  Board. 
Any  candidate  who  is  aggrieved  by  his  rejection  at  an 
examination  may  apply  to  the  Board  for  another  examination 
by  special  examiners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Board,  on 
condition  that  he  deposits  with  the  Board  the  estimated  costs 
of  the  examination,  which  will  be  forfeited  if  he  is  again 
rejected.  A  proposal  much  resented  by  chemists  is  that  the 
Governor  may  make  regulations  (which  are  to  be  referred  to 
the  Board  before  gazetting)  for  the  licensing  of  persons  to 
be  called  licensed  drug-sellers,  who  may  not  carry  on  business 
within  a  mile  of  a  shop  or  place  of  business  of  any  registered 


chemist.  It  is  further  provided  that  every  branch  shop  shall 
be  under  the  control  of  a  registered  chemist,  who  shall  be 
registered  as  the  manager  of  that  shop  ;  and  it  is  made  penal 
for  an  unregistered  person  to  hold  himself  out  to  the  public 
as  being  the  successor  of,  or  as  having  been  connected  with, 
or  in  the  employment  of,  any  registered  chemist.  The  se  cand- 
reading  debate  seems  to  have  been  a  very  dull  affair  indeed. 
On  the  whole  the  chemists  are  fairly  well  satisfied  with  the 
Bill,  but  they  complain  that  its  examination-provisions  will 
enable  a  number  of  herbalists  and  other  unqualified  persona 
who  have  been  illegally  practising  pharmacy  up  to  the 
present  to  get  themselves  legally  registered. 


flobel  Apparatus. 


PlLL-COUNTERS. 

We  have  seen  several  good  arrangements  for  counting 
pills  in  large  factories,  but  these  have  usually  been  devices 
invented  on  the  spot  and  unknown  outside.  Here  are  two. 
however,  which  have  been  described  in  the  Pharmaceutical 


Post,  and  which  are  simple  to  work.  The  first  is  simply  a 
triangular  tray,  which  must  be  made  to  suit  the  size  of 
pills  to  be  counted,  and  the  following  table,  or  any  other  that 
may  be  compiled  : — 


Row  1  = 

2  = 

3  = 

4  = 

5  = 

6  = 

7  = 


1  pill. 
3  pills. 
6  „ 
10  „ 

15  „ 
21  „ 
28  „ 
36  „ 


Row 


9  = 

10  = 

11  = 

12  = 

13  = 

14  = 


45  pills 
55  „ 
66  „ 
78  „ 
91  » 
105  „ 


15  =  120 


The  second  counter  is  shown  above,  and  consists  of  two 
parts — the  tray  a,  into  which  the  perforated  tray  b  fits. 
The  movable  partition  c  is  put  in  after  b,  and  determines 
the  number  of  pills  to  be  counted.  The  tray  b,  in  this  case, 
has  ten  rows  of  five  each,  so  that  by  cutting  off  four  rows 
with  c  the  counter  does  for  thirty  pills.  In  this  case  all 
that  one  has  to  do  is  to  put  the  tray  into  the  lot  of  pills, 
lift  up,  and  if  there  are  more  than  the  number  required  a 
slight  inclination  of  the  counter  allows  them  to  roll  off ;  the 
rest  is  obvious.  We  have  seen  the  thing  done,  and  it  is 
quite  easy  after  a  trial. 

Weight-holder. 
Some  time  ago  Mr.  F.  W.  Warrick  introduced  a  convenient 
weight- holder  for  the  dispensing- counter.    A  Detroit  firm 


have  improved  upon  it  in  the  automatic  weight-holder  shown 
above.  It  is  on  the  "you  push  the  button  "  principle,  for 
when  the  knob  at  the  back  is  pushed  down  the  weight  drops 
into  the  hand. 
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(Sluatrams  bp  "  fflMnor "  poets. 


Feivolities. 

At  a  p'  armaey  school  in  the  Ea^t 
The  students  knew  not  iu  tiie  least 
What  happened  the  fluid  they  wanted  to  test, 
Because,  sir,  the  fl  lid  was  yeast. 

Wm.  J.  Evans. 

A  youDgster,  one  day,  at  our  s:ore 
Made  a  pound  of  guuootcon.  or  more  ; 
And  then,  for  a  sight,  he  gave  it  a  1  ght : 
We  found  him,  in  pieces,  next  door. 

Hypo. 

Sulphur  and  Nitre. 

There  was  once  a  famous  youug  writer 
Mixed  sulphur  and  charcoal  aud  nitre  : 
Ee  put  a  match  to  the  mass,  and  his  spirit  did 

pass 

To  the  land  where  it's  cleirer  and  brighter. 

■Vero. 

An  aspiring  apprentice,  named  Jloore, 
Rubbed  together  suiph.  suo.  aud  pot.  chlor. 
No  more  he  will  wrestle  with  mortar  and  pestle, 
1'or  this  foolish  young  man    il  est  more." 

J  UNO. 

The  apprentice  mixed  up  potass,  chlor. 
In  a  mortar,  with  }el!o.v  suiph.  ilor. 
When  he'd  tauaiped  it  a  bit,  thi  big  mortar  was 
split, 

And  that  'prentice  was  never  seen  more. 

Norfolk. 

Our  New  Assistant. 

Lazily,  drowsily  he  opened  the  door  ; 
His  gait  was  unsteidv,  his  '•  language  "  ga'ore 
'  He'd  had  a  '•  bit  on  "  the  Premier's  Sir  Visto, 
And  that  is  why  Joaes  got  a  little  bit  so-so. 

Fluid  Extract. 

Dolichos  Tricks. 

A  practical  joker,  well  knowa  for  his  skill, 
Tried  some  of  his  tricks  on  a  Ivuighc  of  tiie  Pill ; 
But  the  chemist  was  wary,  and  waited  his 
chance  : 

Then  applied  dose  of  cowhage  till  joker  did 
dance. 

J.  McH. 

A  bidding  young  "swell  "  pharmaceutical 
Eubb:d  dolichos  pub.  on  his  cuticle. 
Rn'ielaction  eusue ),  aud  tiie  embryo  on  I? 

Cried,  ''Murder!   Keewo.-h !   No.v  you  do 
tickle!" 

Malem  Kabobi. 

A  chemist's  assistant,  nam?/l  Ross, 
Had  a  very  bil-tempered  old  boss. 
Who  gave  him  the  sack ;  but  the  •'  pill"  paid  him 

back 

With  a  dose  of  his  own  dolichos. 

Walter  Clarke. 


A  Common  Complaint. 

"  Haw  !  how  d'ye  do  ?    Have  you  change  for  a 
sovereign  ? 

Thanks,  much  obliged ;  jes,  my  wants  I'm  dis- 
c iv'rin'. 

Eh — time  correct  ?  What's  the  dose  for  guaiacum  ? 
Thanks,  not  just  now  ;  later  on  I  will  take  some. 
Oh  !  does  the  next  grocer  sell  salts  and  senna  ? 
Good  morning  :  one  word— be  softer  in  manner." 

Gerald  E.  Ellis. 

Cutting  and  Stores. 

There  was  a  young  chemist  in  Dover, 
Who  thought  that  the  game  was  all  over ; 
So  he  sold  up  his  show,  for  he  said  it's  no  go, 
From  the  stores  I'll  at  once  be  a  mover. 

Aloxzo  J.  Freelaxd. 
Most  pharmacy  meu  will  agree, 
That  wanting  true  spirit  is  he— 
Who  will  earn  bread  and  butter,  in  shop  of  the 
"  cutter," 
He's  worse  than  the  heathen  Chinee. 

Norfolk. 
All  chemists  with  me  will  agree, 
That  the  state  of  true  pharmacy 
Is  now  nearly  daad  ;  they  must  start  instead 
A  new  up-to-date  company. 

Devos. 

Some  chemists  imagine  that  naught  can  be  worse, 
Iu  this  world  of  woe  than  our  limited  purse, 
And  yet  others  there  are,  who  are  wont  to  declare, 
Our  "  Limited  Oo.'s  "  a  more  terrible  curse. 
*  Norfolk. 
He  walked  very  lame  with  a  staff. 
And  asked  for  unguent  for  his  calf. 
'  Thirteen  pence  'apeny's  my  charge."    "  1*  not 
that  rather  large  ?  " 
"Here  I  take  it  for  ten  and  a  half." 

J.  R.  D. 

This  cutting's  the  curse  of  the  trade, 
A  profit  can  scarcely  be  nude  ; 
Then  stand  by  the  firms,  with  no  cutting  terms, 
And  stores  cannot  make  us  afraid. 

Nemo. 

There  once  was  a  chemist  who'd  di; 
'Ere  h'ed  shuffle,  or  truckle,  or  lie. 
But  now  he  .deplores  that  'twiit  doctors  and 
stores 

It  is  hard  to  keep  straight— but  he'll  try. 

BACC/E  Laujri. 
In  floating  a  company  you  see, 
We're  secure  of  our  thousands  and  frpe. 
Should  dividends  slump,  and  they  all  get  the 
hump, 

They'll  to  pharmacists  leave  pharmacy. 

Benevolens. 
A  chemist  who  lived  at  Lowmoor, 
Though  honest,  was  dreadfully  pojr. 
Bat  fortune  reverted,  when  the  "  biz  "  was  con- 
va-:ed 

To  a  limited  company  store. 

W.  A.  Grace. 


To  a  pharmacy  trotted  one  day 
Two  ladies  with  plenty  to  say  ; 
They  talked  of  their  ills,  asked  the  prices  of  pills, 
Then  went  to  the  stores  straight  away. 

Mrs.  Haeold  S.  Duxx. 

Shareholders  in  Lewis  &  Burrows 
Have  of  late  had  their  faces  in  furrows  : 
For  Jerome,  of  To-dmj,  says  that  they'll  never  pay, 
But  they  stick  to  the  hope  of  to-morrows. 

Charles  Bell. 

Accidents. 

Thrre  was  a  swell  chemist  of  Dover 
Fell  and  knocked  some  extractive  right  over  : 
He  sat  down  in  some— ext.  trifolium, 

And  his  friends  all  exclaimed,  "You're  in 
clover."  C.  Richards. 

A  hundredweight  bag  of  amylum 
Was  forwarded  to  an  asylum  ; 
It  fell  from  the  cart  on  the  doctor  quite  smart— 
The  string  came  undone —which  did  "pvlum.'' 
J.  Samuel  Goddard. 

A  chemist,  sagacious  and  proper, 
From  a  bottle  was  getting  a  stopper ; 
He  used  too  much  force,  resulting,  of  course, 
In  his  coming  a  terrible  cropper. 

W.  A.  Grace. 

There  was  a  small  boy  of  Midhurst, 
Bought  a  powdercalled  «•  seidlitz  "  ;  then  furst 
The  white  went  from  view,  then  he  shallowed 
the  blue ; 
A  reaction  set  in,  and  he  burst. 

Ekxest  J.  Parker. 

A  young  man  who  had  taken  the  colic, 
Tried  to  cure  it  with  acid  carbolic. 
He  drank  half  a  gill,  and  felt  very  ill  — 
It  finished  both  him  and  his  colic. 

Reklaw. 

A  talented  chemist  named  Brown, 
Who  lived  in  fair  London  town, 
Caused  quite  a  commotion  by  drinking  alotion  ; 
But  'twas  zinc,  and  it  wouldn't  keep  down. 

W.  A.  G. 

Brevities. 

Chemist's  shop, 

Roaring  bull 
In  did  hop, 

Chemist  cool. 
Liquor  ammon. 

Bull  did  '  cop," 
Tisu't  gammon, 

Bull  wouldn't  stop. 

Gusiave  Midy. 

A  little  dog, 
A  dose  of  "  Scheele,"  * 

Toes  turned  up, 
Anguish  feel. 

Brevity. 


*  We  grieve  to  spoil  the  poetry,  but  this  word 
is  pronounced  Shay-la.^ED. 


Chemi&ts  may  now  Take  a  Holiday.— A  tradesman 
one  day  noticed  an  Excise  officer  looking  closely  at  his  shop 
Presently,  pocket-book  and  pencil  in  hand,  the  officer  entered 
and  began  a  conversation: — "Mr.  Jones,  I  believe?" 
"Yes."  "You  keep  a  trap?"  "Yes."  "Have  yon  a 
licence  for  it  ?  "  "  No."  An  entry  was  made  in  the  pocket- 
book.  "Had  you  a  licence  last  year?  '  "No."  Another 
entry.  "  Why  did  you  not  have  a  licence  ?  "  "  Because  I 
did  not  think  it  necessary."  "  How  many  does  the  trap 
hold?"  "Five."  Another  entry.  "How  many  wheels  has 
it?"  "None."  "Why,  what  kind  of  a  trap  is  it?''  "A 
mouse-trap."    The  officer  left  the  shop  in  a  hurry. 


It  h  slid  that  Frank  Siddall,  the  great  soap  manufac- 
turer of  Philadelphia,  neyer  used  fence-painting  or  circulars 
for  advertising,  but  stuck  to  the  newspaper ;  yet  he  became 
a  millionaire.  Mr.  Siddall  was  the  gentleman  who  said  that 
'•  people  who  never  read  newspapers  don't  use  soap." 

It's  Only  a  Little  One  which  we  quote  from  the 
Spatula  in  the  hope  of  being  forgiven.  This  is  it:  — 
buuibledump :  "Have  you  a  good  tonic?"  Saltmouth: 
"  We  have  .some  good  malt  extracr."  Bumbledump:  "Where 
wai  it  made?"  Saltmouth:  "In  Germany."  Bumble- 
dump :  "  Oh,  that  won't  do  ;  that's  Teutonic." 
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pbotoorapMc  IRotee. 

By  a  Pharmaceutical  Camerist. 


Dark-slide  Lubricant. 

When,  from  exposure  to  damp  or  through  wear,  it  becomes 
difficult  to  withdraw  the  slide,  a  lubricant,  such  as  blacklead 
or  soap,  will  frequently  effect  a  cuie.  Care  should  be  taken 
to  thoroughly  dust  off  any  loose  blacklead  from  the  slides, 
or  a  crop  of  pinhole- spots  will  result  on  the  nest  negative 
taken. 

Mounts. 

I  HAVE  just  got  in  from  Messrs.  G.  Houghton  &  Sons, 
89  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  a  stock  of  some  new  mounts,  called 
"  fine "  quality,  which  are  capital  value.  There  are  also 
some  good  lines  in  tinted  plate-sunk  mounts  with  paste-on 
centres,  much  cheaper  than  some  I  have  hitherto  stocked.  Their 
new  wholesale  terms  to  dealers  are  specially  advantageous, 
and  as  the  catalogue  is  only  marked  by  code  letters  against 
the  headings,  it  can  be  shown  to  customers  i£  required. 

The  Combined  Bath. 

Much  acrimonious  discussion  has  been  called  forth  from 
users  and  objectors  of  the  combined  toning  and  fixing  bath. 
Being  essentially  a  "lazy-man's  bath,"  it  has  many  ad- 
herents. Good  tones  are  obtainable  with  ease,  and  there  is 
probably  much  truth  in  the  assertion  that  it  is  only  the 
abuse  of  the  bath  by  too  long  usage  that  produces  bad 
results.  The  objectors,  on  the  other  hand,  say  that  the 
brilliant  tones  are  but  fleeting,  and  in  two  or  three  years  will 
have  faded  and  spotted  in  a  fearful  manner.  Until  the 
question  is  settled  we,  as  dealers  will  find  it  policy  to  supply 
our  customers  with  what  they  want.  My  own  attitude  ij 
one  of  distrust. 

W.  K.  Burton's  formula  is  as  follows  : — 

Sodium  hyposulphite  ..       ..       ..       ..  3iij. 

Gold  chloride     ..       ..       ..       ..       . .  gr.  vj. 

Water    |xv. 

Add  a  pinch  of  chalk  to  ensure  neutrality. 

The  prints  are  placed  in  this  without  washing. 

The  formula  I  make  up  is  one  I  saw  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  some  time  ago  : — 

Sodium  hyposulphite  . .       . .       . .       . .  lb.  iss. 

Citric  acid         . .       . ,       . .       . .       . .  Jss. 

Lead  acetate      ..       ..       ..      ..       ..  3ss. 

Ammonium  sulphoeyanide    ..       ..  .. 

Water    Jviij. 

Dissolve  in  warm  water  in  above  order,  filter  bright,  aud  to  each  pint  of 
solution  add — 

Gold  chloride   ..       ..    gr.  iij. 

The  purpose  of  the  lead  appears  to  be  to  facilitate  the  pro- 
duction of  a  blue- black  tone.  When  "hjpD"  is  treated 
with  an  acid  sulphur  and  sulphurous  acid  are  liberated, 
and  if  the  acid  is  in  small  proportion  it  is  stated  that 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  produced.  I  have  seen  it  as- 
serted that  this  batti  would  tone  as  well  without  the  gold, 
as  the  toning  is  due  to  sulphur  alone.  This  reminds  me 
of  a  photographic  customer  a  short  while  back  buying 
some  ammonium  sulphide  for  toning  with.  The  toning 
bath  was  made  by  adding  10  drops  of  ammonium  sulphide 
to  a  pint  of  water.  The  prints  are  first  well  washed,  then 
toned,  again  well  washed,  and  fixed  in  fresh  hyposulphite  of 
soda. 

I  was  interested  to  see  in  the  British  Journal  of  Photo 
grapky  a  week  or  so  ago  a  condemnation  of  modern 

Gelatine  Prints. 

The  correspondent,  "A  Photographer's  Son,"  says  he  can 
only  get  "  yellow  rat  red  double-toned  productions."  I  do 
not  know  exactly  what  is  meant  by  "rat-red,"  but  failures 
may  be  usually  put  down  to  defective  manipulation.  Un- 
suitable neaatives  are  another  source  of  bad  prints.  The 
Britannia  Works  Company  seem  to  recognise  this,  as  they 
are  now  issuing  a  "  special  "  priating-out  paper  for  producing 
soft  prints  from  strong  negatives.  This  "  special "  paper  is 
issued  at  the  same  price  a9  the  ordinary. 


American  gftspenscrs'  ffoies  rmb  jformulrc. 

By  a  New  Yobk  Pharmacist. 


THE  average  British  pharmacist  cannot  realise  how  prolific 
his  American  cousin  is  in  producing  things  "  just  as  good 
as  "somebody  else's.  The  Americans  "go  one  better"  on 
every  possible  occasion,  so  "all  is  fair  in  love,  trade, 
and  war"  is  regarded  by  some  of  them  as  a  Biblical  quota- 
tion. The  foimulfe  which  I  submit  are,  some  of  thern,  of 
that  nature,  but  I  give  them  for  what  they  are  and  not  as 
formulas  for  certain  popular  articles  which  they  are  said  to 
resemble.  It  is  unnecessary  to  comment  upon  the  quaintness 
of  some  of  the  formu're. 

In  United  Sta'es  dispensing-departments  liquids  are  dis- 
pensed by  measure  irrespective  of  specific  gravity,  medical 
men  calculating  posology,  knowing  that  the  official  U.8.P. 
metric  system  is  employed — c.c.  for  liquids,  grammes  for 
solids.  In  rapid  dispensing  30  c.c.  or  30  grammes  are  taken 
for  an  ounce;  the  measures  are  marked  30  c.c,  60  c  c , 
250  c.c.  =  1  oz  ,  2  oz  ,  8  oz  ,  &c,  and  the  following  table  should 
be  learned  off  by  a  man  unaccustomed  to  the  system  : — 

11  gr.  =  '1  decigramme. 
},  „  —  '01  centigramme,  or  1  gr.  =  "06  centigramme. 
Js  „  =  -001  milligramme,  or  1  gr.  =  -035  milligramme. 

Pepto-lactie  Elixir. 

Acid,  hydrochlor   . .       . .  . .  Jij. 

Pulv.  pepsin,  sacch.,  U.S. P.  ..       ..  ..  Sviij. 

Acid.  lact.  cone.  . .       . .  . .       . .  . .  3ij. 

Elix.  aromat.       ..       ..  ..       ..  ..  3<-xij. 

Sol.  carmin.,  Nat.  Form. .  ..       ..  ..  q.s. 

Digestive  Powdtr. 

Pulv.  sacch.  lact.  ..       ..       ..  ..  ."xiv. 

Pulv.  pepsin   gr.  140 

Pancreatini       . .       . .       . .       . .  . .  gr.  124 

Teg.  diastase      . .       . .       . .       . .  . .  gr.  10 

Acid.  lace.  cone.  ..       ..       ..       ..  ..  V.Ikv. 

Acid,  hydrochlor.         ..       ..       ..  ..  lllxiij. 

Pfptonibing  Tubes. 

Sodii  bicarb.   30  gr. 

Ext.  pancreat  c.  . .       . .       . .       . .    10  „ 

In  one  tube  for  1  quart  of  milk,    jjh  dozsn. 

Eye-lionet 

are  largely  used  for  removing  from  the  e^es  dirt  or  cinders 
They  are  very  smooth,  flat  oa  one  side,  coavex  on  the  other, 
like  a  slice  off  an  ordinary  pea.  The  lower  lid  is  pulled  out 
a  little,  the  stone  placed  wichii  it,  fla*;  surface  towards  the 
eye,  which  is  then  closed.  After  a  wnile  it  falls  out  causkg 
no  pain  or  daDger  whatever  from  its  uss.    Ten  cents  <a:h. 

Chlorine  Mixture  for  Tdroat-o  ff.ctions. 
Potass,  chlor.      ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

Acid,  hydrochl  Illxl. 

Syrupi   Sj. 

Aquas   .=]. 

Drop  pot.  chlor.  into  the  bottom  corner  of  a  dry  8-oz.  bottle  and  pour  acid, 
on  it.   Cork,  and  when  CI  has  ceased  to  be  evolved  add  water  and  shake 
well.   Ad.l  this  to  syrup  in  2-oz.  bottle. 
Djse  :  Half  a  teaspoonf  ul  in  water  every  two  hours. 

Antihimnia. 

Acetanilidi         ..       ..       ..  ..  ..  65  gr. 

Solii  bicarb.       ..       ..       -.  ..  . .  30  „ 

Caffeinas  eit.       ..       ..       ..  ..  ..  0  „ 

Ariitol 

Iodi  98  gr. 

Potas.  iodidi  129  „ 

Thymol  2'2  „ 

Soda?  caustic.  . .       ..       ..       ..       -.    309  ,, 

Sol.  calc.  chlorinate   q.s. 

Dissolve  the  first  two  in  8  oz.  aq.,  the  next  two  in  8  o/..  mor: ;  than  rcix 
both  solutions  in  a  i-gallon  gluss  vessel,  in  which  they  can  be  stirred 
briskly  while  gradually  adding  solution  chlorinated  lime.  Be  carelul 
towards  end  so  as  to  leave  it  only  in  slight  excess.  Collect  on  a  filter,  and 
dry  in  warm  placi. 
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885-1886-188%, 
$9 


TRADE 
MARK. 


'•SAKITaS"    eucalyptus  preparations. 
Kiagaott's  Sulphur  Candles  and  Sulphugators, 
Kingzett's  Drain  Testers, 
Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Mercuric   Bactericide,   Eucalyptus  Oils. 

L,  Q.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate  Pellets ;   "  Oreocide  "  Fluids  and  Powders  : 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders  and  Soaps ;  Soluble  Carbolated  Creosote ;  Weed 
Destroyer,  Sheep  Dips,  &c. 

TIE  SIKITAS  CD,,  LIE,  Betlmal  Green,  LONDOI,  E. 


ii 


CONDY'S  FLUID 

Contains  no  PERMANGANATE  of  POTASH. 


It 


INJUNCTIONS 


With  damages  and  costs  have  been  obtained  against  Chemists 
selling  a  solution  of  Permanganate  of  Potash  in  execution 

of  orders  for  "Condy's  Fluid." 
CONDY  &  MITCHELL,  Ltd.,  67  Turnmill  St.,  London,  England 


PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &  TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
free  of  charge.    Registrations  throughout  the  world.  Advice 
as  to  infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY — 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FUSUIVAL  STREET,  E.C. 

HORA  &  CO.'S 

SEIDLITZ  POWDERS. 

SPECIALLY  PREPARED  FOR  CHEMISTS. 

Howards'  Seidlitz  Powder. 

ENGLISH  ACID,  FREE  FROM  LEAD. 

Bash  Powder  weighed  by  hand  and  guaranteed.  Best  folding,  best  paper. 
A  better  Powder  cannot  be  produced. 
A  specially  Engraved  Label,  with  Customer's  name,  for  6-gross  lots. 
In  Gross  Boies,  4/3  per  gross  ;  in  1-doz.  Boxes,  4/6  per  gross.  Net  Cash. 


47   MINORIES,  LONDON. 


MALT  EXTRACT. 

In  Bulk.        In  Bottles. 

MALT  EXTRACT  EXTRACT  of  MALT, 

WITH  COD  LIVER  OIL.  LIQUID. 

CONCENTRATED  DRY  EXTRACT  OF  MALT 

IN  POWDER. 

These  are  made  in  vacuo  from  thoroughly  sound  malt  of  the  best  Pale 
Barley  only,  have  the  maximum  proportion  of  diastase,  and  are  suitable 
for  export  to  all  climates. 


JOHN  MOSS  S&  GO., 

Galen  Works,  Wilson  St.,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E. 


liminates  pain  ft      .  * 


MBROCATION, 


1  \\V 


ELLIMAN'S 
£5  14  0 

value, 
assorted  or  not. 

10  per  cent.  Cash, 
carriage  not  paid. 

Agreement,  Bills, 
Books, 
Show  Cards. 


SONS  &  CO. 

Slough, 
ENGLAND. 


MOLLER'S  HYDROXYL=FREE  OIL 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod=liver  Oil. 

The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 
Europe  and  its  modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
putrid  and  the  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them.  , 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product— the  colourless  oil— has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the'old  brown  oils.  ,  .  .  . 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product— the  hydroxyl-free 
oil— is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 

the  brown  oil.   w-™>~w~<  

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to— 

PETER  MOLLER, 

I  LONDON    OFFICES—  43  SNOW    HILL,  E.C. 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS. 

(HOME,   FOREIGN,   AND  COLONIAL.) 

Modopate  InelusiVQ  Fees. 

SEARCHES,    REPORTS,  DESIGNS. 
T.  B.  BROWNE.  Ld.,  163,  Queen  VictortaSt.,E.C. 


'An  excellent  Wine."— Tlie  Lancet. 
Sole  Proprietors-,. 


"I  have  prescribed 
VIBRONA  with  benefit 
in  convalescence  after 
Influenza."  — 

 MM. 


Fletcher. Fletcher &  G°  Hoiioway  London 


OUR   MANCHESTER  GUARDIAN. 

Nbwspapee  men  are  fond  of  telling  us  that  there  is  no 
English  penny  morning  newspaper,  either  in  London  or  the 
provinces,  superior  to  that  organ  of  light  and  leading  the 
Manchester  Guardian.    We  do  not  question  the  assertion 
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but  the  Guardian  is  still  newspaperly  human,  and  is  not 
above  the  frivolities  of  the  silly  season.  Friday  last  will 
be  a  memorable  day  in  its  history,  for  then  it  came 
out  with  its  "  first  leader  "  on  "  Poisons."  All  departments 
of  the  poiscn  question  were  brought  under  the  writer's  pen, 
but  the  Birmingham  strychnine-phenacetin  case,  which 
happened  "  the  other  day,"  you  know,  made  a  convenient 
3tarting-point,  and  after  some  inaccurate  statements  in 
regard  to  that  the  writer  takes  up  the  Registrar-General's 
return,  deducing  therefrom  this  statement — 

It  is  one  of  the  inconsistencies  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  that 
carbolic  acid  is  not  a  scheduled  poison,  although  carbolic 
acid  takes  the  third  place  among  dangerous  poisons.  But, 
looking  at  the  scheduled  articles  alone,  we  find  that  they  are 
responsible  for  fully  33  per  cent,  of  the  annual  number  of 
deaths  by  misadventure.  It  is  obvious  that  there  must  be 
something  wanting  in  a  law  under  which  such  a  state  of 
things  is  possible. 

It  is  a  pity  the  Guardian  writer  had  not  been  properly 
posted  before  he  commenced  to  write,  for  then  he  would  have 
learnt  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  covers  such  things  as  carbolic 
acid  fully,  and  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  made 
all  endeavour  to  place  it  upon  the  schedule  of  poisons,  but 
the  Privy  Council,  being  badly  advised,  have  thwarted  these 
good  intentions.  Our  contemporary  takes  too  narrow  a  view 
of  poisoning,  as  is  shown  by  the  second  sentence  in  the 
above  quotation  and  a  long  list  of  accidents  which  follows 
it.  The  statement  that  "  33  per  cent,  of  the  annual  number 
of  deaths  by  misadventure  "  are  caused  by  scheduled  poisons 
is  misleading.  There  are  twice  as  many  people  killed  on 
railways  every  year  as  die  from  poison.  What  our  contem- 
porary means  is  that  scheduled  poisons  are  used  in  only  33 
per  cent,  of  poisoning-cases.  The  Pharmacy  Act  applies  to 
the  sale  of  poisons  and  the  qualifications  of  persons  who  keep 
open  shop  for  that  purpose,  and  takes  no  cognisance  of  the 
manner  in  which  purchasers  of  poisons  keep  or  use  them. 
Chemists  and  druggists  try  to  do  all  they  can  in  the  latter 
direction  voluntarily,  by  the  use  of  poison- bottles,  but  there 
seem  to  be  as  many  accidents  from  drinking  out  of  poison- 
bottles  as  there  are  from  plain  ones.  We  cannot  prevent 
stupidity  or  forgetfulness  by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Guar- 
dians, mistake  is  in  thinking  that  we  can,  and  under  that 
notion  it  is  prompted  to  remark — 

What  is  wanted  more  than  all  is  what  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  all  sensible  people  not  [Why  "  not"?— Ed. 
C.  4*  connected  with  the  trade  have  asked  for  many 
years — that  is,  an  amendment  of  the  law  regarding  the  sale 
of  poisons,  so  that  greater  difficulties  shall  be  experienced  in 
their  acquisition.  Restrictions  should  be  placed  on  the  sale 
of  carbolic  acid,  for  this  is  one  of  the  poisons  that  people  toy 
with  most.  Arsenic  cannot  be  readily  obtained,  but  there 
are  dozens  of  vermicides  and  other  preparations  of  which 
arsenic  forrw  the  base.  The  men  who  use  weed-killers  and 
the  like  are  the  men  who  know  that  they  contain  large  pro- 
portions of  a  deadly  poison,  even  though  they  should  not 
happen  to  know  that  poison's  name.  These  are  the  men,  too, 
who  leave  cans  of  the  liquid  in  every  odd  corner  for  fools  to 
swallow  when  they  would  have  beer  or  water  or  liquorice- 
juice,  or  anything  else  that  is  drinkable.  As  for  laudanum, 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  purchase  a  quart  in  small  quan- 
tities with  no  greater  trouble  than  that  of  calling  at  sundry 
chemists'  shops.  You  cannot  by  any  means  with  which  we 
happen  to  be  acquainted  make  a  drunken  man  discriminate 
either  by  the  aid  of  fluted  bottles  or  deaths'  heads  and  cross- 
bones  ;  but  if  you  were  to  prevent  him  in  his  sober  moments 
from  acquiring  his  poisons  so  readily  you  would  be  doing  not 
only  the  country,  but  the  man  himself  some  service.  Sober 
people  would  quickly  fall  into  the  habit  of  using  fluted 
bottles  if  they  were  made  compulsory  for  the  holding  of 
poisons,  and  so  we  really  see  no  need  to  wait  for  the  ideal 
device  to  come  along  before  we  prevent  our  nurses  from 
poisoning  their  patients  by  mistake.  It  is  essential,  more- 
over, to  limit  the  vending  and  dispensing  of  poisons  to 


qualified  men.  Above  all,  let  whatever  is  to  be  done  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  be  done  quickly,  so  that 
the  annual  holocaust  to  the  poison  god  may  be  at  least 
diminished. 

There  is  nothing  in  these  demands,  except  the  keeping  of 
poisons  after  they  leave  the  retailer's  hands,  which  the 
Pharmacy  Act  is  not  capable  of  coping  with.  Carbolic  acid 
may  be  placed  in  the  schedule  at  once  if  the  Privy  Council 
say  the  word.  The  sale  of  arsenic  is  covered  by  a  special 
Act  as  well  as  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  if  its  provisions  have 
been  neglected  that  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  care- 
lessness of  the  police,  whose  business  it  is  as  much  as  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  to  prosecute  for  infringements  of 
the  Act.  Indeed,  it  is  only  recently  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  in  its  endeavours  to  ensure  public  safety, 
has  warned  manufacturers  of  certain  arsenical  prepara- 
tions, including  even  fly-papers,  that  the  indiscriminate 
sale  of  them  is  illegal,  and  we  have  the  hope,  now  that 
the  Society  has  commenced  to  look  into  tha  sale  of 
arsenic,  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  will  become  better 
known  than  they  seem  to  be.  We  quite  agree  with  the 
Guardian  in  regard  to  too  free  sale  of  arsenical  weed- 
killer. From  the  first,  as  we  have  often  said,  it  has  been  far 
too  loosely  dealt  with  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  cannot  see 
how  the  Arsenic  or  the  Pharmacy  Act,  or  any  amendment 
thereof,  will  prevent  people  leaving  half-empty  bottles  or 
tins  lying  about,  and  others  drinking  from  them. 

It  is  questionable,  even,  if  further  restriction  upon  the 
sale  of  poisons — as,  for  example,  placing  the  whole  of  them 
in  Part  1  of  the  schedule— would  materially  lessen  the 
fatalities,  for  it  is  quite  the  exception  to  sell  any  poison 
without  questions  being  asked,  and  all  legitimate  precaution 
is  taken  to  see  that  it  is  not  to  be  used  for  an  improper  pur- 
pose. Moreover,  the  actual  fatalities,  owing  to  the  supervision 
of  sales  created  by  the  Pharmacy  Act,  are  rare  Thus 
104  cases  of  laudanum-poisoning  in  England  and  Wales  in 
1893  represent  as  many  ounces  of  the  drug,  or  about  the 
average  annual  sale  by  each  chemist  in  the  country,  which 
practically  means  that  the  chances  of  accident  with  laudanum 
are  about  1  in  7,000.  Why,  it  is  as  risky  to  bathe  or  to  use 
a  razor ! 


THE    PUZZLE  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

Last  week  we  printed  two  prescriptions  which  we  considered 
good  puzzles.    The  following  is  the  first  one  : — 


IMS  <50<" 


This  haiis  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  where  tbe 
New  York  World  received  several  renderings  of  it.  We 
have  also  received  a  number,  and  we  give  on  the  next  page 
the  American  and  English  ways  of  putting  it  in  contrast  :  — 
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American. 

The  first  knight  of  the  mortar 
and  pestle,  says  the  World,  writes 
that  it  is  "  dead  easy,"  rather  a 
suggestive  remark,  considering  the 
poisonous  character  of  the  first  two 
ingredients.  He  then  translates  the 
prescription  as  follows  :  — 
Sulph.  strich. 

Acid  arsenions      ..       aa  g  1. 
Quinine  bisulph.    . .       . .  zj. 

Sulph.  f  erri  . .       . .       . .  g  v. 

Digitalis      . .       . .       . .  g  iiss. 

M.  fid  pill  No.  30. 
Sig. :  One  t.i.d. 

Another  says  that  any  chemist 
who  calls  himself  a  prescriptionist 
should  be  able  to  decipher  worse 
hieroglyphics  than  those  printed. 
His  effort  is  here  reproduced.  It 
speaks  for  itself  :  — 


Strych.  sulf.  .. 
Acid  arsenios 
Quin.  bisulf. . , 
Ferri  sulf. 
Extr.  taraxaci 


gr.  i. 

gr.  h 


gr.  11s  s, 


A  third  druggist,  who  signs  him- 
self Ph.  G.  (judging  from  his  poor 
English  and  still  poorer  Latin,  the 
college  of  pharmacy  from  which  he 
graduated  does  not  maintain  a  very 
high  standard),  sends  the  following 
translation  : — 


Striehnia  sulph.  .. 
Acid  arsenos         . . 
Quinina  bi  sulph.  . . 
Ferri  sulph. 
Ext.  aloe 

M.  ft.  pil  No.  xxx. 
Sig.  :  One  terindie. 


gr.  1. 
gr.  J. 
z  j- 
gr.  j. 
gr.  iiss. 


The  druggists  seem  to  have  had 
little  difficulty  in  reading  all  except 
the  fifth  line  of  the  prescription  ; 
this,  it  appears  from  the  majority 
of  letters,  is  intended  for  extract  of 
aloes.  Yet  a  number  of  the  "  dis- 
pensers "  translated  it  as  extract  of 
taraxacum  (dandelion),  and  several 
read  it  as  digitalis.  What  better 
argument  in  favour  of  plain  and 
legible  handwriting  can  be  ad- 
duced 1 

We  give  the  American  report  without  any  attempt  at 
editing,  as  a  sample  of  carelessness  and  ignorance  of  medical 
signs  and  terms. 

The  Aberdeen  prescription  is  a  puzzle  to  nearly  ail  who 
send  in  postcards.    It  was  as  follows  : — 


English. 

Strychnin   gr.  J 

Acid,  arsen.  . .       . .       . .  gr.  J 

Quin.  bisulph.       ..       ..  3j. 

Ferri  sulph.  ..       .,       ..  gr.  v. 

Ext.  aloes   gr.  iiss. 

M.  et  in  pil  No.  xxx.  divid. 
One  ter  die. 


77  King's  Road, 
Brighton. 


E.  Neville. 


Similar  renderings  are  sent  by 
Subscriber  (Westbourne  Grove, 
S.W.),  Wise  (St.  Neot's),  A.  W. 
Herbert  (Egham),  W.  D.  Morris 
(Brook  Street,  W.),  Prosper  H. 
Marsden  (Birkdale),  /.  S.  Taylor 
(Cork),  J.  R.  Parry  (Bethesda),  E. 
H.  D.  (Honiton),  A.  J.  Spyer  (Tets- 
worth),  C.  S.  A.  (Brighton),  J.  de 
Murza  (Ostende),  T.  H.  Offord,  W. 
Shakespear,  and  G.  Robertson  (Edin- 
burgh). 

A  second  rendering  gives  zinci 
sulph.  in  place  of  ferri  sulph.  G.  F. 
Barrett,  Ballray,  R.  S.  Stanley,  J.  R. 
Ness,  A.  W.  Moss,  and  Teignmouth 
put  it  this  way. 

E.  J.  Loosmore  and  F.  H.  King 
give  the  first  rendering,  except  that 
they  put  in  quiuinaj  brom.  ;  and 
Alfred  Birritt  would  put  in  quin. 
bisrn.  for  the  third  item  ;  while  P.  J. 
English,  A.  11'.  M.,  and  S.  Y.  give 
bism.  subnit.  for  the  fourth  article. 

We  think  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  the  first  Rendering  is  the 
proper  one.  The  curious  point  is 
how  American  druggists  trip  over 
the  last  item  in  the  prescription, 
and  English  over  the  third  (which 
is  understandable,  seeing  that  quin. 
bisulph.  is  uncommon  here)  and 
fourth. 

One  correspondent  gives  the  latter 
as  duboisin.  sulph.,  two  render  it  as 
hydrarg.  sabehlor,  and  a  fourth  as 
phos.  zinci.  We  have  received 
postcards  from  all  parts  of  the 
country — viz.,  from  Aberdeen  to  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  The  majority,  it  is 
evident,  are  correct. 


We  have  received  a  large  number  of  correct  renderings  of 
this  (liq.  arsenicalis).  One  writer  gave  it  as  liq.  fer.  perchlor., 
another  ung.  acid,  chrysophanic,  a  third  ung.  acid,  car- 
bolic ,  and  a  fourth  ext.  glycyrrh.  liq. 

The  moral  of  this  inquiry  is  the  old  one — that  dispensers 
are  accomplished  readers  of  hieroglyphics.  In  all  cases 
where  there  is  an  element  of  doubt,  as  in  the  foregoing,  it  is 
customary  to  consult  the  prescriber ;  but  even  when  this 
cannot  be  done,  it  is  obvious  that  they  do  not  go  far  wrong 
when  compelled  to  guess.  But  guessirjg  ought  not  to  be 
necessary,  and  physicians  who  scrawl  may  learn  a  lesson 
from  the  foregoing. 


INDIAN  OPIUM. 

According  to  the  Imperial  Institute  Journal,  Dr.  George 
Watt,  reporter  on  economic  products  to  the  Government  of 
India,  has  issued  a  circular  to  all  opium  agents  throughout 
the  opium-producing  provinces,  soliciting  their  co-operation 
in  furnishing  information  concerning  the  opium-industry  for 
incorporation  in  an  Imperial  Institute  Handbook.  It  has 
been  further  suggested  to  the  several  opium  agents  (says 
the  journal  in  question)  that  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
experiments  should  be  undertaken  to  determine  whether  the 
low  percentage  of  morphia  in  Indian  opium  is  due  to  the 
Indian  mode  of  preparation  of  the  drug,  or  whether  the 
alkaloid  is  deficient  in  the  juice  of  the  poppy.  Before 
commenting  upon  this  part  of  Dr.  Watt's  circular,  it  will  be 
useful  to  point  out  that  if  all  the  information  suggested  by 
that  gentleman  is  forthcoming,  the  result  will  be  one  of  the 
most  valuable  monographs  on  opium  ever  published.  Every 
stage  of  the  field  and  factory  operations  connected  with  the 
growing  of  the  cpium-poppy  and  the  preparation  of  morphia 
is  to  be  described  and  illustrated,  photographs  of  the 
harvesting  and  manufacturing  processes  are,  if  possible,  to 
be  given,  and  the  inquiry  is  to  extend  even  to  the  pipes  used 
by  opium- smokers.  The  question  whether  the  deficiency  of 
morphia  in  Indian  opium  is  due  to  botanical  differences 
between  the  Turkish  and  the  Indian  plants,  as  many  promi- 
nent European  writers  allege,  to  the  influences  of  climate  or 
soil,  or  to  the  mode  of  collecting,  is  one  which  Dr.  George 
Watt's  investigations  are  intended  to  solve.  He  suggests,  how- 
ever, that  the  objection  to  its  use  in  European  pharmacy  "  pro- 
ceeds more  from  prejudice  than  fact."  "  It  is  well  known," 
he  says,  "that  though  the  percentage  of  morphia  is  actually 
lower  than  in  Turkey  opium,  the  Indian  drug  is  universally 
prescribed  in  India  (in  the  ordinary  European  preparations 
and  in  the  same  dose)  with  therapeutic  effects  identical  with 
the  European  experience  acquired  with  Turkey  opium.  This 
circumstance  has  not  as  yet  been  explained  "  Singularly 
enough,  Dr.  Watt  appears  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  re- 
sults of  investigations  by  the  late  Mr.  Scott,  quoted  by 
Dr.  Watt  himself,  in  an  article  which  he  wrote,  some 
four  years  ago,  for  the  Dictionary  of  the  Economic  Products 
of  India  {vide  C.  $  D.,  October  24,  1891,  page  613).  Mr. 
Scott  tested  the  inspissated  juice  of  plants  experimen- 
tally grown  by  himself ;  but,  although  he  paid  the  utmost 
attention  to  the  collection  of  the  juice,  and  his  samples 
could  not  have  lost  any  of  their  alkaloid  by  "  cooking,"  he 
only  obtained  from  2  88  to  3-71  per  cent,  of  morphine,  and 
from  3  4  to  3  71  per  cent,  of  narcotine.  These  results  show 
that,  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  Indian  opium 
only  yields  about  one-third  of  the  morphine  found  in  the 
Turkish  drug,  although  its  narcotine  content  is  relatively 
much  larger.  Mr.  Scott's  experiments  do  not  enter  into 
questions  of  climatic  influence,  divergence  of  botanical 
origin,  &c,  but  they  seem  to  show  conclusively  that  there  is 
little  or  nothing  to  be  hoped  from  attempts  to  introduce 
the  Indian  drug  into  European  commerce,  be  it  collected  ever 
so  carefully.  Mr.  Scott's  results  did,  indeed,  show  a  some- 
what higher  percentage  of  morphine  than  the  average 
analyses  of  Indian  (Patna)  opium  from  the  Government  fac- 
tories, which  is  simply  the  juice  crudely  collected  in  a  number 
of  different  districts  and  made  up  in  one  batch  at  the 
Government  works,  but  the  difference  was  not  large  enough 
to  be  of  practical  effect.  It  is  suggested  that  Mr.  Scott's 
results  were  due  to  his  use  of  glazsd  pots,  whereas  the 
natives  generally  collect  the  juice  in  porous  earthenware 
vessels. 

ACTIVITY  UNDER  THE   PHARMACY  ACTS. 
We  cannot  allow  the  pharmacy -prosecutions  reported  in 
this  issue  to  pass  without  cemment,  for  we  have  never  had 
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occasion  to  report  so  many  in  a  single  issue.  The  only  novel 
point  about  them  is  the  one  raised  at  Paisley,  where  the 
defence  maintained  that  the  period  foi  procedure  had  lapsed- 
The  prosecuting  Counsel's  excuse  for  the  delay  was  some- 
what feeble.  Promptitude  of  action  in  such  matters  is 
merciful  to  those  who  have  to  defend  them,  and  is  highly 
desirable.  The  proceedings  commenced  in  Edinburgh 
against  surgical-instrument  makers  and  photographic- 
chemists  deserve  repetition  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
especially  at  this  side  of  the  border,  where  there  is  ample 
room  for  action.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  have 
once  more  failed  to  convince  a  bench  of  Magistrates  that  the 
House  of  Lords'  decision  in  regaid  to  company-trading 
should  be  ignored,  and  a  typical  case  of  compounding  by  a 
company  was  dismissed  somewhat  promptly. 

A  GRATIFYING  SIGN  OF  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATION. 

We  have  received  a  communication  in  French,  signed 
jointly  by  Dr.  Marcel  Baudouin,  of  the  Institut  International 
de  Bibliographic  Medicate  of  Paris,  and  Professor  Carl  Posner, 
chief  editor  of  the  Berliner  KUnische  Woclieusehrift,  announc- 
ing that  they  have  been  charged  by  the  French  and  German 
Medical  Press  Associations,  of  which  they  are  respectively 
the  Presidents,  to  take  steps  for  the  formation  of  an  Inter- 
national Medical  Press  Association.  The  joint  signatories 
state  that  the  necessity  for  such  an  organisation  made  itself 
urgently  felt  at  the  last  International  Congress  at  Rime, 
when,  in  fact,  a  provisional  committee  was  formed  to  accom- 
plish that  object.  It  is  hoped  that  before  the  opening  of  the 
next  Congress,  which  is  to  be  held  in  Moscow,  the  projected 
association  will  be  sufficiently  organised  to  render  effective 
services  to  the  members  of  the  medical  Press  whom  duty  calls 
to  the  old  Russian  capital,  and  a  preliminary  conference  will 
shortly  be  held  at  Brussels  to  discuss  the  question.  It  is 
pleasant  to  see  the  medical  Press  of  the  two  leading  con- 
tinental nations  sink  political  animosity  and  jealousy  in  this 
manner,  and  we  sincerely  trust  that  the  efforts  of  Drs. 
Baudouin  and  Posner  will  be  successful. 

THE  MEDICAL  COUNCIL  AND  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL 
EXAMINATIONS. 

A  correspondent  sends  u3  a  'graphed  slip  received  from 
the  General  Medical  Council  Office  on  July  27,  1895,  to  the 
following  effect : — "  The  Pharmaceutical  Preliminary  and 
Minor  examinations  are  only  recognised  provided  the  student 
•was  a  bond-  fide  medical  student  before  January  1,  1892,  and 
one  at  least  of  these  examinations  was  passed  before  that 
date."  The  italicised  words  were  underlined  when  sent  out  by 
the  office.  As  far  as  we  are  aware  the  Medical  Council  regula- 
tions do  not  authorise  this  restriction,  and  we  have  privately 
asked  for  an  explanation  and  received  none.  We  now  ask  it 
publicly.  Strictly  speaking,  anyone  who  has  studied  phar- 
macy for  the  period  required  by  the  examining  boards  may 
be  said  to  b<  a  medical  student,  and  we  presume  if  anyone 
made  a  declaration  to  that  effect  the  registrar  should 
accept  it. 

"  DEATH  TO  RATS  "  IN  THE  TRANSVAAL. 

The  case  reported  on  page  421  of  our  issue  of  last  week,  re- 
sulting in  the  infliction  of  a  fine  on  several  Johannesburg 
pharmacists  for  having  sold  "  Death  to  Rats,"  in  contraven- 
tion of  a  Poisons  Act  recently  unearthed  and  put  in  force  by 
the  Transvaal  Government,  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  atten- 
tion in  the  South  African  Jerusalem.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  defence  wis  the  somewhat  extravagant  one  that  the 
preparation  sold  consisted  of  from  30  to  40  per  cent,  of 
tartar  emetic,  along  with  60  to  70  per  cant,  of  arsenic,  and 
that  therefore  it  was  not  a  virulent  poison,  inasmuch  as  the 
action  of  the  tartar  emetic  would  enable  the  victim  to  live 
until  medical  ajsistarjc?  could  be  summoned.  Dr.  Loevy, 
the  official  analyst,  on  the  other  hand,  stated  for  the  prosecu- 


tion that  "Death  to  Rats"  consisted  of  about  90  per  cent, 
commercial  arsenious  acid  mixed  with  10  per  cent,  of  chalk, 
charcoal,  iron,  and  similar  substances.  Dr.  Loevy  has  not 
been  content  with  the  tacit  acknowledgment  of  his  analytical 
accuracy  involved  in  the  magisterial  decision,  but  has  "  gone 
for "  Mr.  Dinwoodie  at  a  meeting  of  the  "  Chemical  and 
Metallurgical  Society"  of  Johannesburg — a  body  whicbf ap- 
pears to  consist  chiefly  of  assayers  connected  with  neigh- 
bouring mines.  Before  that  organisation  Dr.  Loevy 
maintained  the  accuracy  of  his  analysis,  and  asserted  that, 
so  far  from  containing  30  to  40  per  cent,  of  tartar  emetic, 
'•Death  to  Rats"  only  showed  traces  of  antimony,  occurring 
as  a  usual  impurity  in  arsenic.  The  Society  fully  agreed 
with  Dr.  Loevy,  and  called  Mr.  Dinwoodie  uncomplimentary 
names.  The  local  papers  are  also  peppering  the  unfortunate 
Dinwoodie  with  such  epithets  as  "  quack  absolute,"  "  worth- 
less rascal,"  "  impostor, '  and  the  like.  Mr.  Dinwoodie,  we 
understand,  is  an  analyst's  assistant  in  Johannesburg,  an 
Edinburgh  Minor  man,  and  has  had  special  training  in  analy- 
tical chemistry.  His  difference  with  Dr.  Loevy  is  of 
old  standing,  and  arose  out  of  the  first  batch  of  prose- 
cutions under  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act.  On  that  occasion 
Dr.  Loevy  stated  that  a  certain  vermin-killer  consisted  of 
powdered  nux  vomica,  whereas  Mr.  Dinwoodie  pointed  out, 
in  a  letter  to  the  local  papers,  that  it  was  strychnine,  farina, 
and  Prussian  blue,  and  contained  no  brucine.  Incidentally, 
the  case  has  brought  out  tbe  fact  that  no  fewer  than  three 
different  preparations  of  "Death  to  Rats "  are  sold  in 
Johannesburg,  in  addition  to  "  Rough  on  Rats." 

A.P.A.  PROCEEDINGS. 
We  are  glad  to  note  that  wiser  counsels  have  prevailed 
within  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  in  regard 
to  the  distribution  of  the  "  Proceedings,"  and  that  copies  have 
been  sent  out  to  journals  of  pharmacy  hitherto  accustomed 
to  receive  them.  Our  copy  came  by  the  last  American  mail. 
We  are  glad  that  it  has  come  for  another  reason — viz  ,  the 
contents.  These  are  really  splendid.  Mr.  Kraemer,  the 
editor,  has  resigned  the  position  because  he  has  got  a  pro- 
fessorship in  Chicago  and  is  coming  to  Europe  for  a  year  to 
study  European  methods.  We  almost  regret  that,  as  he  is  a 
born  editor,  and  has  produced  an  excellent  epitome  of 
1893-94  in  the  "Proceedings."  He  is  succeeded  in  the 
editorship  by  Mr.  C.  Lewis  Diehl,  who  has  sufficiently  re- 
covered to  resume  his  old  labours. 

THE  SNOB  IN  MEDICINE. 

In  the  course  of  revising  some  matters  for  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  we  have  come  across  a  few  examples 
of  conceit  which  are  too  good  to  be  allowed  to  pass  into  ob- 
livion. The  secretary  of  one  institution  (whom  we  may  call  Mr. 
John  Smith)  scratches  out  the  Mr.  and  appends  Esq.  to  his 
name,  at  the  same  time  underlining  the  Mr.  before  the  dis- 
penser's name.  The  conceit  of  this  is  almost  equalled  by 
the  secretary  of  a  home  for  women,  who  corrects  us  by 
stating  that  her  home  is  for  women  and  ladies — which  re- 
minds us  of  the  honest  Scotch  servant  who  said  to  a  beauty, 
"  Ay,  wuman,  but  y're  bonny,"  whereupon  the  lady  indig- 
nantly protested  at  being  called  a  woman,  and  her  admirer 
replied,  "Losh.gif  ye  binna  a  wuman,  what  are  ye — a  speerit  ? " 


Scott  &  Bowne  Sued  for  #400,000.—  The  "  Pre- 
digested  Food  Company,"  an  American  corporation,  applied 
to  Judge  Beekman,  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  the 
other  day,  for  leave  to  raise  their  claim  for  damages  in  a 
libel-suit  which  they  have  brought  against  Scott  &  Bowne 
from  #200,000  to  #400,000.  The  Food  Company  claim  that 
Scott  &  Bowne  in  a  printed  publication  caused  a  preparation 
made  by  it  to  be  referred  to  as  "  a  harmful  decoction  of  a 
glucose  preparation  and  muriatic  acid,  with  a  little  pepsin." 
Scott  &  Bowne  deny  that  they  caused  the  publication  re- 
ferred to. 
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LIMITED-COMPANY  PHARMACY  IN  IRELAND. 

Action  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

At  Lisburn  Petty  Sessions,  on  Thursday,  September  12,  a 
case  was  heard  which  excited  much  interest  not  only  in 
that  town,  but  over  the  North  of  Ireland  generally.  It  was 
the  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  against 
Alexander  Boyd  &  Co.  (Limited),  Lisburn,  for  compounding. 
The  court-house  was  crowded,  and  there  was  a  numerous 
attendance  of  Magistrates,  viz. :  —  Messrs.  T.  D.  Gibson,  R  M. 
(in  the  chair)  ;  Edward  J.  Charley  ;  William  Rowantree, 
M.D. ;  George  H.  Clarke ;  J.  Theo.  Richardson ;  and  N.  W. 
Grimshaw.  Mr.  Harrison,  barrister-at-law  (instructed  by 
Mr.  W.  B.  Galway,  Belfast),  appeared  for  the  complainants  ; 
and  Mr.  Charley  (Messrs.  Charley  &  Allen,  of  Lisburn)  for 
the  defendants. 

Mr.  Harrison,  in  opening  the  case,  said  it  was  a  prose- 
cution at  the  suit  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  the 
defendants  were  Alexander  Boyd  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Lisburn.  The  offence  was  that  the  company,  being  unregis- 
tered under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  did,  on  April  16  of  the 
present  year,  contravene  the  1875  Pharmacy  Act. 

The  Chairman  :  Do  you  go  under  any  particular  section  7 

Mr.  Harrison  :  Section  30  of  the  Act  of  1875.  The  words 
of  the  statute  are :  "  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person 
to  sell  or  keep  open  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  com- 
pounding poisons  or  medical  prescriptions." 

The  Chairman  :  You  do  not  allege  that  the  company  did 
this  act  themselves  ? 

Mr.  Harrison :  We  simply  allege  that  the  defendant 
company,  not  being  a  "person"  registered  as  a  pharma- 
ceutioal  chemist,  did  keep  open  shop  for  compounding 
medical  prescriptions',  and  didcomDound  a  medical  prescrip- 
tion contraiy  to  the  statute.  The  facta  of  the  case  are 
scarcely  in  dispute.  The  penalty  for  the  commission  of  this 
oSfence  is  51. 

The  Chairman :  How  could  you  inflict  the  alternative 
penalty — viz.,  imprisonment — on  a  limited  company  ? 

Mr.  Harrison  replied  that  many  statutes  did  contain 
penalties  recoverable  summarily  where  the  alternative  was 
imprisonment,  and  they  clearly  applied  to  a  limited  com- 
pany. The  Adulteration  of  Foods  Act  and  the  Public  Health 
Acts  were  examples  ;  besides,  it  was  for  the  Court  to  impose 
the  penalty  if  it  appeared  that  the  Act  so  required,  and  it 
could  not  inquire  whether  the  fine  was  or  was  not  likely  to  b3 
paid.    That  wa9  for  the  prosecution. 

Counsel  proceeded  to  explain  the  legal  aspects  of  the 
case,  reading  in  the  course  of  his  argument  the  whole  of 
Section  30  of  the  Act  (at  the  request  of  the  Chairman). 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  asked :  You  contend  that  by 
keeping  open  shop  there  was  the  actual  doing  of  the  act  1 

Mr.  Harrison  replied  that  that  would  be  sufficient  under 
the  Act,  but  he  was  not  forced  to  take  the  narrower  ground, 
because  the  defendant  company  did  not  only  keep  open  shop 
but  did  compound  the  prescription. 

Mr.  Charley  :  We  admit  all  that. 

Mr.  Harrison  submitted  it  would  be  only  necessary  for  the 
prosecutors  to  prove  the  keeping  open  shop  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant  company,  and  net  to  take  the  additional 
ground  that  the  pre-cription  had  been  compounded. 

The  Chairman  :  No  person  in  this  firm  or  company  being 
a  perfectly  licensed  pharmaceutical  chemist  1 

Mr.  Harrison  said  he  did  not  know  that. 

The  Chairman :  And  your  contention  is  that  they  should 
be  all  qualified  ? 

Mr.  Harrison  said  the  company  must  be  registered.  So 
very  anxious  had  the  Legislature  been  to  extend  rather  than 
control  that  measure  of  protection  that  in  1890  it  withdrew 
from  chemists  and  druggists  the  right  altogether  to  dispense 
medical  prescriptions.  That  was  done  by  Sections  4  and  5 
of  the  1890  Act.  The  fact  that  the  power  to  compound 
medical  prescriptions  had  been  taken  away  altogether  since 
1890  was  of  the  highest  importance,  and  showed  how  strict 
was  the  monopoly  given  by  statute  to  pharmaceutical 
chemists.  It  was  admitted  that  if  an  unregistered  person 
opens  a  shop  for  the  compounding  of  medical  prescriptions 
he  is  contravening  the  statute.  If  Mr.  Alexander  Boyd  him- 
self  


Mr.  Charley  :  I  hope  he  is  in  heaven.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Hairison  said  Mr.  Boyd  himself  could  not  keep  open 
shop  for  compounding,  nor  could  a  partnership  of  un- 
qualified persons,  but  he  understood  that  the  defendant 
company  were  goiDg  to  raise  the  defence  that  as  a  limited 
company  they  were  not  within  the  Act.  The  next  proposi- 
tion would  be  that  seven  law-clerks  would  be  formiDg  a 
limited  company  and  contending  that  they  could  defy  ih« 
Incorporated  Law  Society,  or  that  seven  quacks  might  by 
j  oining  together  defy  the  British  Medical  Association. 

The  Chairman :  That  as  to  the  quacks  is  a  stronger  argu- 
ment, or  rather,  it  is  more  ingenious. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  that  so  far  as  he  understood  the 
defendants'  contention,  it  was  that  the  use  of  the  word 
"  person  "  in  the  1875  Act  and  in  the  1890  Act  did  not  apply 
to  a  limited  company,  but  only  to  an  individual  person. 
Before  1889  the  question  whether  or  not  the  word  "  person  " 
included  a  body  corporate  was  the  subject  of  much  doubt  and 
difficulty.  To  remove  that  doubt  an  interpretation  Act  was 
passed,  and  Section  2  enacted  that  in  the  construction  of 
every  enactment  relating  to  an  offence  punishable  on  indict- 
ment or  summary  conviction,  whether  contained  in  an  Act 
passed  before  or  after  the  commencement  of  that  (1889)  Act, 
the  word  "  person "  should,  unless  the  contrary  intention 
appeared,  include  a  body  corporate.  As  regards  pharmacy, 
did  Parliament  intend  to  allow  a  number  of  unqualified 
people  to  do  collectively  what  it  would  not  allow  any  of 
them  to  do  individually  1  If  it  meant  that,  why  did  it  not 
specifically  exclude  limited  companies  in  the  1890  Act, 
especially  as  in  the  year  1889  it  enacted  that  "  person  " 
should  always  include  them  1  A  similar  case  was  brought 
before  Mr.  Swifte  in  Dublin,  and  his  (Mr.  Harrison's)  friend, 
Mr.  Gordon,  Q  C,  appealed.  The  summons  was  exactly  the 
same  in  kind  as  that  one. 

Mr.  Charley :  What  was  the  name  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Harrison  :  Williams  &  Co.  (Limited).  It  was  brought 
in  1894,  and  the  limited  company  were  advised  they  had  no 
defence  and  were  fined  51,  for  each  offence. 

The  Chairman :  Were  they  fined  individually  or  collec- 
tively ? 

Mr.  Harrison  :  The  company  were  fined ;  it  is  an  entity. 
Mr.  Charley  :  Which  company  still  trade. 
Mr.  Harrison  said  they  were  trading,  but  whether  they 
were  breaking  the  law  or  not  he  could  not  say.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  object  of  the  statute,  acd  the  fact  that  to 
allow  limited  companies  to  do  what  individuals  could  not 
lawfully  do,  would  be  practically  to  annul  the  statute.  Then 
there  was  the  further  fact  that  the  1889  Act  defined  "per- 
son "  as  including  corporations.  Counsel  submitted  that 
there  could  be  no  defence  to  that  prosecution,  and  that  the 
complainant  was  entitled  to  succeed.  A  certificate  of  cor- 
poration of  the  defendant  company  was  produced,  also  the 
register  of  shareholders. 

Andrew  Downey,  103  Sandy  Row,  Belfast,  deposed  to 
getting  a  prescription  compounded  in  the  company's  shop. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Charley,  witness  said  he  had 
not  been  in  the  establishments  of  Hamilton  &  Long  (Limited), 
Dublin,  nor  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  there,  nor  of  Kiloh  & 
Co.,  of  Cork,  nor  of  Harrington  Brothers,  nor  of  Qairke  & 
Co  ,  of  Tullamore,  nor  in  some  other  concerns  named. 

Johnston  Montgomery,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Belfast, 
deposed  to  the  prescription  presented  by  the  first  witness 
being  one  written  by  Dr.  O'Connell. 

Mr.  Harrison  :  That  closes  our  case,  your  Worships. 
Mr.  Charley,  for  the  defence,  submitted  that  the  defendant 
company  could  not  "  compound  a  medical  prescription."  But 
he  would  join  issue  on  the  point  raised  as  to  the  right  of  a 
limited  liability  company  to  do  what  the  defendant  company 
had  done.  They  were  doing  it  with  their  eyes  open.  They 
had  done  nothing  whatever  but  that  which  other  companies 
were  doing — Grattan  &  Co.  Belfast ;  Harrington  Brothers, 
and  Kiloh  &  Co.  (Limited),  Cork ;  Hamilton  &  Long,  Dublin, 
and  others,  and  actually  one  of  the  directors  of  the  last- 
mentioned  company  was  hon.  treasurer  of  the  Society  which 
his  friend  Mr.  Harrison  represented.  Counsel  then  referred 
to  the  Dublin  case,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Bench  to 
the  decisions  under  the  English  Act,  especially  the  case  of 
the  London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association  (Limited), 
and  quoted  Lord  Selborne's  judgment,  as  well  as  those  of 
Lord  Blackburn  and  Lord  Watson.  Mr.  Charley  then  went 
|  on  to  refer  to  the  case  of  the  Leith  Depot  Company  decided 
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in  the  Scotch  High  Court  of  Justiciary.  Having  quoted  in 
support  of  his  case  the  judgments  then  deliverer),  Counsel 
referred  to  the  case  of  Quirke  &  Co.,  of  Tullamore  (reading 
from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist).  The  case  was  tried 
at  Tullamore  Petty  Sessions  in  June,  1893. 

The  Chairman  :  A  Court  equal  with  ourselves. 

Mr.  Charley  said  the  case  was  tried  since  the  passing  of 
the  Act  of  1889.  and  the  decision  given  by  the  Magistrates 
was  that  they  were  bound  to  respect  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  dismissed  the  case.  A  peculiar  thing 
occurred  on  the  occasion.  The  Society  had  a  case  stated  in 
order  to  proceed  with  the  matter,  but  the  strange  part  of  the 
business  was  they  "funked"  it.  (Laughter.)  They  wpre 
then  determined  to  go  on  and  get  a  decision,  but  from  1893 
to  the  present  time  they  had  done  nothing.  They  were  there 
in  coui'D  that  day  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  small- 
minded  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lisburn,  and  that 
part  of  the  country  who  had  goaded  on  the  Society  to  adopt 
that  course.  Every  decision  had  been  against  the  Society 
up  to  that  day,  and  if  on  that  occasion  they  got  a  decision  it 
would  be  the  first  they  had  ever  got.  He  might  say  that  he 
held  in  his  hand  the  report  of  a  Departmental  Committee  of 
Parliament  that  was  appointed  to  inquire  

Mr.  Harrison  raised  the  objection  that  what  took  place 
before  some  Departmental  Committee  could  not  be  accepted 
as  evidence  there. 

Mr.  Chailey  said  he  would  not  push  the  matter  further, 
but  Mr.  Harrison  would  not  be  so  much  afraid  of  it  if  he  did 
not  know  what  was  at  the  bottom  of  it.  After  some  farther 
remarks  regarding  decisions  in  analogous  cases,  he  concluded 
by  contideutly  asking  the  Bench  to  dismiss  the  case. 

The  Chairman  asked  :  Have  you  got  a  registered  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  in  the  defendant  company's  establishment  ? 

Mr.  Allen  :  Yes  ;  we  can  send  for  him  if  you  wish. 

Mr.  Charley  :  Aad  he  is  a  man  of  very  high  qualification, 
too. 

The  Magistrates  then  retired*  for  consultation,  and  on 
returning  into  court  the  Chairman  said  :  We  have  attended 
carefully  to  the  arguments  on  both  sides,  and  the  Magistrates 
request  me  to  say  that  we  unanimously  dismiss  the  case. 

Mr.  Harrison:  Your  Worships  will  give  u3  a  case,  I  pre- 
sume ? 

The  Chiirman :  We  will  be  very  happy. 

Mr.  Charley  :  I  r'on'c  know  whether  your  Worships  would 
decline  to  grant  me  a  considerable  sum  for  costs — say  20Z. 
(Laughter.) 

The  Chairman  :  Oh,  no  ;  no  costs. 

This  concluded  the  case. 


PROSECUTIONS  UNDER  THE  PHARMACY  ACT. 

Four  Greenock  Assistants  Fined. 

At  Greenock  Sheriff  Court,  on  September  11,  the  Hod. 
Sheriff- Substitute  Black  on  the  Bench,  several  chemists' 
assistants  were  prosecuted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
for  offences  under  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

Gilbert  Low,  employed  by  J.  M.  E\irquhar  &  Co.,  14  Lyne- 
doch  Streer,  and  Robert  Kerr,  assistant  to  J.  M.  Farquhar, 
10  West  Blackall  Street,  were  charged  with  having  sold 
opium  (in  the  form  of  Powell's  balsam)  without  being  duly 
qualified  pharmaceutical  chemists  or  chemists  and  druggists. 
Mr.  R.  B.  Shearer,  solicitor,  prosecuted  on  bshalf  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society ;  and  the  respondents,  who  pleaded 
guilty,  were  defended  by  Mr.  John  Cameron,  solicitor.  Mr. 
Cameron  explained,  on  their  behalf,  that  the  respondents 
had  sold  the  poison  specified,  but  in  such  a  way  as,  he  sub- 
mitted, constituted  only  a  technical  offence  on  their  part. 
They  simply  handed  over  bottles  of  a  proprietary  medicine 
containing  only  a  minute  trace  of  opium.  The  Sheriff  im- 
posed upon  each  a  fine  of  10s.,  with  expenses. 

Archibald  Taylor,  an  assistant,  to  James  Kerr,  1  Lauriston 
Street,  Hillend,  was  charged  with  two  offences  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  in  that,  whilst  unqualified,  he  sold  chloral 
hydrate,  chloroform,  and  morphine  (as  a  sleeping-draught), 
and  a  quantity  of  morphine  (in  Kerr's  horehound,  honey, 
and  tamarinds).  A  fine  of  10s.  and  costs  was  imposed  in  this 
case  also. 

A  similar  penalty  was  imposed  upon  Robert  C.  Swan,  also 
an  assistant  with  Mr.  Kerr,  for  selling  morphine  in  the 
cough-mixture  referred  to. 


What  is  the  Latest  Date  foe  Trial  ? 

Before  Sheriff  Cowan,  at  Paisley,  on  Tuesday,  James 
Nicol,  assistant  to  R.  T.  McCowan,  chemist  and  druggist,  23 
Gauze  Street,  Paislev,  was  charged  at  the  instance  of  Richard 
Bremridge,  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Biitain, 
under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  with  having,  on  March  9  last,  net 
being  a  duly  registered  chemist  and  druggist,  sold  to 
Alexander  Spence,  residing  in  High  Street,  Linlithgow,  a 
quantity  of  opium  and  a  quantity  of  chloroform  forming  p^rt 
of  two  prescriptions.  Hector  Munro,  assistant  to  Dr.  John. 
Holms,  21  Wellmeadow,  Paisley,  was  at  the  same  time 
charged  with  selling  a  quantity  of  laudanum  on  the  same 
date.  Mr.  William  Walker,  solicitor,  Paisley,  appeared  on 
behalf  of  the  prosecution;  and  Mr.  T.  Gow  Smith,  solicitor, 
Paisley,  defended  Nicol  ;  Munro  being  defended  by  Mr.  John 
Hogg,  solicitor,  Paisley. 

Mr.  Hogg  objected  to  the  relevancy  of  the  complaint, 
stating  that  it  had  been  presented  to  his  Lordship  and 
warrant  granted  within  two  days  of  the  expiry  of  the  period 
of  six  months  after  the  commission  of  the  offence.  He 
maintained  that  under  section  13  of  the  1852  Act,  and  sec- 
tion 15  of  the  1868  Act,  the  case  should  have  been  brought 
to  trial  within  the  six  months,  and  a3  that  was  not  done  the 
Court  should  dismiss  the  complaint.  He  referred  the  Court 
to  the  24th  section  of  the  Summary  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1864,  which  said,  "  In  all  cases  in  which  no  time  is 
already  or  shall  be  hereafter  specially  limited  for  instituting 
any  complaint  for  the  recovery  of  any  penalty  or  sum  of 
money,  or  for  conviction  for  any  statutory  offence  punishable 
on  summary  conviction,  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  relating  to 
each  particular  case,  such  complaint  shall  be  instituted 
within  six  months  from  the  time  when  the  matter  of  such 
complaint  arose."  That  clause  of  limitation  had  been  brought 
under  review  in  the  Court  of  Session  in  the  case  of  Farquhar- 
son  v.  Whyte  {Scottish  Law  Reporter,  vol.  xxiii.,  page  360). 
The  accused  was  not  apprebende  J  until  five  months  had  elapsed , 
and  was  not  brought  to  trial  until  the  six  months  had  expired. 
He  was  convicted  by  the  Sheriff,  but  the  Court  of  Session 
quashed  the  conviction.  Mr.  Hogg  argued  that  the  meaning 
of  the  limitation  of  time  was  clear;  that  it  was  not  by  any 
means  to  be  given  to  the  prosecutor  to  have  licence  to 
delay  the  bringing  of  the  complaint  until  the  expiration  of 
six  months.  The  peculiar  hardship  in  the.  present  case  was 
that  the  prosecutor  had  delayed  such  a  length  of  time  that 
it  was  utterly  impossible  for  him  to  bring  any  rebutting 
evidence.  There  were  two  qualified  men  under  whom  his 
client  dispensed  poisons  every  day,  but  now  it  was  impossible 
for  bim  to  say  whether  on  the  date  libelled  Dr.  Holms  or  his 
qualified  assistant  actually  compounded  the  medicines  or 
were  present  when  they  were  compounded.  In  view  of  the 
terms  of  the  sections  of  the  various  Acts  he  had  referred  to, 
he  asked  the  Court  to  dismiss  the  complaint. 

Mr.  Smith  followed  in  the  same  line  for  Nicol,  stating  that, 
in  his  view,  the  warrant  should  have  been  obtained  in  time  to 
enable  the  whole  proceedings  to  be  completed  within  the  six 
months.  He  based  his  contention  on  the  wording  of  clause  13 
of  the  1852  Act,  which  ran  that  "No  action  or  other  proceed- 
ing for  an  offence  under  this  Act  shall  be  brought  after  the 
expiration  of  six  months  from  the  commission  of  the  offence." 

The  Sheriff:  What  is  "the  proceeding"? 

Mr.  Smith:  That  is  just  the  question.  What  they  were 
busy  at  was  the  proceeaing  in  the  case,  and  that  day  being 
beyond  the  six  months  the  complaint  should  be  dismissed. 
He  referred  to  the  case  of  McKidd  v.  Manson  (Scottish  Law 
Reporter,  vol.  xix.,  page  603),  where  a  petition  in  a  Sheriff 
Court  case  was  served  on  tne  defender,  bat  there  were  no- 
proceedings  for  more  than  a  year  and  a  day  after ;  and,  when 
the  pursuer  sought  to  go  on  with  the  case,  the  Court  of 
Session  held  that  the  case  had  never  come  into  existence, 
and  was,  therefore,  incapable  of  being  "  wakened."  He  held 
that  that  decision  was  applicable  to  the  present  one. 

Mr.  Walker,  in  reply,  maintained  that  he  was  within  his 
rights  in  doing  what  was  done  in  the  present  case,  and  held 
that  the  serving  of  the  complaint  within  the  six  months  was 
sufficient,  even  although  the  trial  itself  did  not  take  place 
within  that  period.  Without  speaking  specially,  be  admitted 
that  civil  procedure  was  different  from  criminal  procedure, 
but  he  held  that  the  practice  in  civil  procedure  supported 
him  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  Hogg  pointed  out  that  in  criminal  law  it  was  well 
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known  that  if  a  prisoner  was  not  brought  to  trial  within 
110  days  of  the  initial  act  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  he 
■was  liberated. 

The  Sheriff :  What  is  the  explanation  of  the  delay,  Mr. 
Walker  ?    Why  was  this  prosecution  not  brought  sooner  ? 

Mr.  Walker:  The  reason  shortly  put  is  that  a  full  report 
of  the  case  and  the  evidence  in  it  requires  to  be  given  to  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  says  what  is  to 
be  done  after  considering  the  case.  The  Council  does  not 
meet  very  frequently. 

The  Sheriff  :  Can  they  not  have  special  meetings  1 

Mr.  Walker  :  No ;  they  do  not  seem  to  incline  to  that.  They 
have  bad  a  great  number  of  cases  in  hand  of  late,  and  have 
been  very  busy  on  that  account,  rot  being  able  to  take  the 
cases  all  at  one  :  time.  Another  thing,  the  holiday  season 
came  on  in  both  Edinburgh  and  London,  and  that  delayed 
them  a  little.  These  are  all  the  reasons  I  can  assign  for  the 
delay. 

The  Sheriff  :  Then  the  reasons  are  few  meetings,  much  to 
do,  and  holidays. 

Mr.  Walker:  Yes.  He  mentioned  incidentally  to  the 
Court,  and  not  as  authority ,'that  several  of  the  cases  brought 
lately  were  delayed  quite  as  long  as  those  in  question,  but 
the  agents  for  the  defence  in  Edinburgh,  Greenock,  and 
elsewhere  in  these  circumstances  contented  themselves  with 
pleading  the  delay  for  obtaining  mitigation  of  the  fine,  and 
not  for  objecting  to  the  relevancy  of  the  complaint. 

Mr.  Hogg :  That  is,  they  were  proceeded  with  without 
objection. 

Mr.  Smith :  I  see  it  is  quite  a  usual  thing  apparently  to 
have  the  cases  as  late  as  this. 

Mr.  Hogg:  There  muBt  be  an  object  in  it,  I  am  afraid. 

Mr.  Walker  produced  a  reference  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Jane 
Alston  v.  James  McDougall  (Mettle,  1857,  vol.  xv.),  where  it 
was  held  that  the  commencement  of  an  action  meant  the 
time  at  which  the  defender  was  cited. 

The  Sheriff  said  that  it  was  quite  clear  with  that  case 
before  him  the  cases  in  question  were  competently  brought, 
and,  therefore,  he  repelled  the  objections  to  the  relevancy  of 
the  complaint.  He  confessed  to  having  had  some  dubiety  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  then  addressed  the  Court  on  behalf  of  Nicol, 
■who  pleaded  guilty,  and  stated  that  Nicol  could  not  remem- 
ber givicg  out  the  exact  prescription,  but  said  he  in  all  pro- 
bability might  have  done  so,  therefore  he  had  pleaded  guilty. 
Nicol  had  been  in  the  trade  for  twenty  years,  and,  therefore, 
was  not  like  one  who  was  ignorant  of  prescriptions  ;  in  fact, 
he  might  know  more  than  those  who  had  been  qualified. 
Nicol  was  not  in  full  charge  of  the  shop,  which  was  ia  reality 
in  charge  of  a  duly  qualified  chemist.  Looking  to  these 
circumstances,  and  to  the  great  delay  that  had  taken  place 
in  bringing  the  case,  he  asked  that  the  penalty  of  51.  should 
be  mitigated. 

The  Sheriff  imposed  a  modified  penalty  of  21.  10s.,  with 
11.  4s.  6d.  of  expenses,  in  the  cas3  of  Nicol. 

Monro  pleaded  not  guilty  to  the  charge  laid  against  him. 

John  Kutherford  Hill,  assist  ant- secretary  to  the  Society, 
produced  the  register  showing  that  the  accused  was  not  duly 
qualified,  and  stated  that  in  consequence  of  information 
received,  he  sent  two  witnesses,  Spence  and  Tait,  to  Paisley 
on  the  date  libelled  to  Dr.  Holms'  shop,  and  he  received  their 
report  and  the  bottle  containing  the  laudanum,  which  he 
analysed.  In  cross-examination,  witness  stated  that  Spence 
resided  in  Linlithgow,  and  was  engaged  by  him  generally  in 
making  inquiries  regarding  alleged  infringements.  He  was 
paid  at  the  rate  of  5s.  a  day  with  expenses,  and  there  was  no 
increase  if  a  conviction  was  obtained. 

The  Sheriff :  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  gets  a  premium 
on  convictions,  Mr.  Hogg  ? 

Mr.  Hogg  :  Yes ;  that  is  my  suggestion. 

Mr.  Hill :  He  gets  no  such  thing. 

Alexander  Spence,  chemist  and  druggist,  Linlithgow, 
proved  the  purchase  of  twopenny  worth  of  laudanum.  Cross- 
txamined  by  Mr.  Hogg,  witness  stated  that  he  assisted  his 
mother  in  a  druggist's  shop,  and  was  a  locum  teneiis.  Q.  You 
go  about  from  place  to  place  1 — Yes.  Q  What  do  you  do 
for  Mr.  Hill  1 — I  do  whatever  he  asks  me.  Q.  Tell  me  what 
is  the  work  you  do  for  Mr.  Hill? — I  follow  out  his  instruc- 
tions. He  was  seat  to  Paisley  and  specially  to  Dr.  Holms' 
.shop.  He  had  not  seen  Munro  before  he  went  to  the  shop, 
and  ascertained  his  name  by  previous  description.    He  had 


not  inquired  about  his  name,  but  was  satisfied  the  accused 
was  the  man. 

Joseph  Tait,  assistant  in  the  office  of  the  Society  in 
Edinburgh,  corroborated. 

Mr.  Walker  asked  for  a  conviction,  stating  that  there  was 
no  supervision  by  a  duly  qualified  man  of  the  accused  in 
making  the  sale.  Such  supervision  as  would  excuse  the  man 
in  the  shop  was  being  personally  present  and  directing  the 
sale. 

Mr.  Hogg,  for  the  defence,  argued  that  the  prosecutor  had 
failed  to  prove  that  Dr.  Holms  was  absent  on  the  date  when 
the  poison  was  sold,  and  he  held  that  unless  that 
point  was  proved  there  was  no  offence.  His  authority  on 
that  point  was  to  be  found  in  the  case  of  Tomlinson  v.  Bem- 
ridge  of  date  May  21,  1884,  decided  by  a  full  bench  of 
judges  in  the  Court  of  Session.  There  were  two  qualified 
persons  in  connection  with  this  shop,  but  the  long  time 
which  had  elapsed  had  rendered  it  impossible  for  either  of 
them  to  remember  anything  about  the  circumstance  in 
question.  It  was  extremely  likely  that  either  Dr.  Holms  or 
his  assistant  was  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  sale,  but, 
owing  to  the  lapse  of  time,  none  of  them  were  able  to  come 
to  court  and  take  oath  on  the  matter. 

The  Sheriff  held  that  the  evidence  was  clear  on  the  point. 
The  doctor  being  possibly  behind  the  door  in  the  consulting- 
room  would  not  be  considered  as  being  present  at  the  sale, 
and  therefore  he  held  the  charge  proved,  and  imposed  a  fine 
of  21s. 

Mr.  Walker  asked  for  the  expenses  of  the  three  witnesses  ; 
but  Mr.  Hogg  objected,  stating  that  in  the  schedule  of  the 
Summary  Jurisdiction  (Scotland)  Act,  1881,  there  were  no 
fees  for  witnesses  mentioned  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Walker  pointed 
out  that  by  section  4,  subsection  (h)  the  witnesses'  fees  were 
implied.  The  Sheriff  then  awarded  30s.  expenses,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  fine. 


A  Big  Haul  in  Edinburgh. 

At  the  Edinburgh  Sheriff  Summary  Court,  on  Tuesday, 
before  Sheriff -Substitute  Sy m,  seven  cases  under  the  Pharmacy 
Acts,  undertaken  by  the  Procurator  Fiscal  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Bremridge,  Registrar,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  came  up 
for  consideration.  Mr.  P.  Morison,  S.S.C.,  appeared  for  the 
Society.  Ernest  Elias  Greville,  12  Teviot  Place,  Edinburgh, 
was  charged  with  keepiDg  open  shop  for  the  sale,  on 
May  27  and  August  3,  and  on  the  former  date  with  selling 
corrosive  sublimate,  he  not  being  a  registered  chemist.  John 
Whitelaw  was  charged  with  having,  on  May  27,  in  the  shop 
at  6  Forrest  Road,  Edinburgh,  occupied  by  A.  Young  &  Son, 
bandage  and  instrument  makers,  sold  corrosive  sublimate  as 
an  ingredient  in  Seabury's  bichloride-of-mercury  tablets. 
James  M.  Turnbull,  6  Rose  Street,  Edinburgh,  was  charged 
with  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  on  May  27, 
with  using  the  title  of  "  chemist,"  and  with  selling  corrosive 
sublimate.  James  Mills  Weir,  S.S.C.,  was  charged  with 
having,  on  May  11  and  22  and  June  5,  in  the 
shop  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Leith  Drug  Company 
(Limited),  4  and  5  Crichton  Place,  Edinburgh, 
sold  opium  in  Powell's  balsam  ;  and  William  Hume,  1  Lothian 
Street,  Edinburgh,  was  charged  with  having,  on  August  23, 
kept  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  with  selling 
cyanide  of  potassium.  All  the  accused,  who  were  represented 
by  counsel,  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  the  trial  of  the  cases  was 
adjourned  till  Thursday  afternoon. 

Robert  Whitelaw  was  charged  with  having,  on  May  27,  in 
the  shop  of  Gardner  &  Son,  instrument-makers,  Forrest  Road, 
sold  corrosive  sublimate  as  an  ingredient  in  Seabury's  bi- 
chloride-of-mercury tablets,  he  not  being  a  registered  chemist. 
He  pleaded  guilty,  and  sentence  was  deferred  till  Thursday, 
when  the  other  cases  are  disposed  of.  Thomas  Thomson,  of 
Thomson  &  Co.,  1  Frederick  Street,  Edinburgh,  pleaded  guilty 
to  having,  on  May  27,  sold  corrosive  sublimate  and  nux 
vomica.  It  was  stated  on  his  behalf  that  he  was  a  qualified 
medical  practitioner,  but  he  was  fined  21.  for  each  offence, 
and  21.  2s,  of  expenses. 

Before  the  Coort  rose,  an  application  was  made  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Weir  by  Mr.  Trotter,  Advocate  to  the  Sheriff,  for  leave 
to  withdraw  his  plea  of  not  guilty  and  to  be  allowed  to 
plead  guilty.  The  Sheriff  having  granted  the  request, 
Mr.  Trotter  said  that  his  client  had  gone  to  the  premises  on 
the  dates  in  question  to  see  that  the  business  was  being  pro- 
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perly  conducted.  The  shop  was  crowded  at  the  time,  and  in 
his  endeavour  to  relieve  the  pressure  he  sold  the  article,  not 
knowine  that  it  contained  poison. 

Mr.  Morison  replied  that  his  information  was  that  the 
business  in  this  shop  was  conducted  in  such  a  way  tha*; 
poisons  were  continually  being  sold  by  unqualified  men.  He 
did  not  think  this  was  a  case  for  any  modification  whatever 
The  Sheriff  firied  Weir  21.  for  each  of  the  first  two  offences, 
but  imposed  no  penalty  for  the  third,  with  one  guinea  of 
expenses. 


TOWER  TEA  AGENCIES. 

In  the  City  cf  London  Court,  on  Wednesday,  before  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr,  John  Hadlfy  Smith,  trading  as  tbe 
Tower  Tea  Company,  52  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C .,  sought  to 
recover  tbe  sum  of  4Z.  lis.  &d.  for  tea  supplied  to  H  B. 
Wride  &  Co  ,  chemists,  1  &  2  Strand  East  Street,  South- 
ampton. Mr.  J.  Hands  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr. 
Terrall  was  counsel  for  the  defendants.  Mr.  Hands  said  his 
client  (the  plaintiff)  and  his  predecessors  had  carried  on 
business  as  the  Tower  Tea  Company  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  They  were  established  in  the  first  instance  in  Tower 
Street,  and  their  business  was  that  of  supplying  tea,  amorgst 
others,  to  chemists.  In  that  way  tea  had  been  supplied  to 
the  defendants  upon  their  order.  Mr.  Coram  issiocer  Kerr 
inquired  what  the  defeccs  to  the  action  was.  Mr.  Terrall 
replied  that  no  order  was  ever  given  to  the  plaintiff,  and  the 
tea  had  never  been  received  from  him.  The  action  was  for 
tea  sold  and  delivered,  and  the  plaintiff  had  never  sold  the 
defendants  any  tea.  Mr.  Hands  replied  that  the  order  was 
sent  by  tbe  defendants  on  April  17  on  a  postcard  addressed 
to  "Tie  Tower  Tea  Company,  Great  Tower  Street."  There 
was  only  one  Tower  Tea  Company  in  London,  and  the 
plaintiff  had  formerly  carried  on  that  business  in  Tower 
Street,  subsequently  removing:.  The  Post  Office  authorities 
delivered  the  order  to  the  plaintiff  at  his  place  in  Leadenhall 
Sireet,  atd  the  tea  was  supplied  in  the  usual  wa7.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Smith,  the  plaintiff,  was  called  nnd  substantiated  the  state- 
ment. He  added  that  he  had  the  carriers'  receipt  for  the 
tea.  Mr.  Hands  further  stated  that  there  was  another  post- 
card written  by  the  defendants  on  April  20,  after  the  tea  had 
been  delivered,  expressing  their  surprise  that  they  had  not 
seen  that  the  order  was  not  intended  for  them.  After 
some  argument  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  the  plaintiff  had 
been  guilty  of  an  obvious  mistake.  Bat  at  the  same  time 
there  was  no  contract  between  him  and  the  defendants. 
The  order  was  addressed  to  a  company  in  Great  Tower 
Street,  and  the  plaintiff  was  not  now  in  Great  Tower  Street. 
The  plaintiff  had  assumed  he  was  the  person  intended,  but 
he  was  not.  He  must  non-suit  the  plaintiff,  but  as  they  had 
both  bungled  it  he  would  not  give  either  of  them  any  costs. 
Mr.  Hands  said  the  plaintiff  succeeded  in  getting  the  trade- 
mark of  the  other  company  removed  from  the  register,  and 
that  had  no  doubt  given  rise  to  friction.  Mr.  Commissioner 
Kerr  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  that.  Mr.  Terrall  said 
he  hoped  they  would  not  have  any  more  bungles.  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr :  The  sooner  these  companies  are  got  rid  of 
the  better  Let  every  man  manage  his  business  on  bis  own 
behalf,  and  it  his  own  name.  Judgment  was  accordingly 
entered  as  directed. 


ALLEGED  DEFECTIVE  SWEET  NITRE. 

At  Mailing  (Kent)  Petty  Sessions  on  Monday,  before  the 
Hon.  E.  V.  Bligh  (Chairman)  and  o'.her  Magistrates,  Mr.  B. 
J.  Mullidge,  chemist  acd  druggist,  Snodland,  was  sum- 
moned for  selling  adulterated  spirits  of  nitre.  On  the  case 
being  called  Sergeant  Diprose  asked  for  an  adjournment,  as 
the  Superintendent  was  unable  to  attend  the  Court  through 
illness.  Defendant  said  he  was  prepared  with  his  defence, 
and  had  walked  from  Snodland  that  morniDg  in  the 
expectation  that  the  case  would  be  disposed  of  at  tint 
sitting.  The  Chairman :  The  case,  Mr.  Millidge,  is  an 
important  one,  and  in  the  absence  of  Superintendent 
Lane,  who  is  ths  prosecutor,  I  don't  sea  how  we  can  go 
on  with  it  to-day.  Defendant  produced  a  copy  of  a 
paper  which  was  understood  to  be  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  and  said  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  show  the 
Magistrate?,  by  quotations  from  an  impoitant  article  in  that 


journal,  that  the  prosecution  must  fail.  The  Chairman : 
Yon  may  have  a  perfect  answer  to  the  charge,  Mr.  Millidge, 
and  it  may  be  in  your  own  interests,  as  well  as  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  that  the  case  should  be  adjourned 
for  the  attendance  of  the  Superintendent.  There  will  be  an 
a  journment  of  the  case  for  a  month.  Defendant:  I  think 
io  would  only  have  been  treating  me  fairly  if  the  Superin- 
tendent had  wired  me  or  let  me  know  by  letter  that  he  did 
not  intend  going  on  with  the  case  to-day.  If  I  had  received 
such  an  intimation  from  him  I  should  not,  of  course,  have 
wasted  several  hours  in  coming  to  the  Court.  The  Chair- 
man :  The  Superintendent  will,  no  doubt,  be  able  to  appear 
a  month  hence. 


Bankruptcy  "Report. 


Re  Harry  Boodman  Bainbridge,  60  Pratt  Street,  Camden 
Towd,  and  elsewhere,  Manufacturing  Chemist. 

The  adjourned  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesdays consider  an  offer  submitted  by  the  debtor  (who  has 
traded  as  the  Hygienic  Co-operative  Stores)  providing  for 
tbe  payment  of  a  cash  composition  of  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound 
within  twenty-one  days  of  the  arrangement  being  approved 
by  the  Court.  The  Chairman  reported  that,  having  regard  to 
the  amount  of  the  assets  as  disclosed  by  the  accounts,  the 
terms  of  the  proposal  are  reasonable,  and  calculated  to 
benefit  the  general  body  of  creditors.  Upon  a  vote  being 
taken  it  appeared  that  one  of  the  principal  creditors,  although 
in  favour  of  the  scheme,  had  omitted  to  either  send  a  voting 
letter  or  attend  the  meeting.  Under  those  circumstances 
the  meeting  was  adjourned,  at  the  request  of  the  debtor's 
solicitor,  until  the  following  day,  in  order  that  the  consent  of 
the  creditor  in  question  might  be  obtained. 


(Sasettc 


PARTNERSHIP  DISSOLVED. 

Lightbourne,  J.  A.,  and  Anderson,  J.,  physicians  ami  surgeons,. 
Preston,  under  the  style  of  Lightbourne  &  Anderson. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  and  1880. 

Adjudication. 

Smallwood,  Thomas  Edward,  carrying  on  busines?  as  T.  E.  Small- 
wood  &  Co ,  and  as  the  Tyne  Soap  and  Varnish  Company,  Gateshead,, 
importer,  manufacturer,  and  merchant. 

Receiving  Order. 

Cuff,  Ceorge  Henry,  Bristol,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 


2>eeo  of  Hrranoetnent 


Huxley,  David  Glasgow,  176  Cemetery  Road,  Sheffield,  and  20  Domire- 
Lane,  Rotherham,  chemist.  Trustee,  James  E.  Wing,  72  Queen  Street, 
Sheffield,  solicitor  and  auditor.  Dated,  September  13 ;  filed  Septem- 
ber 17.  Liabilities  unsecured,  4237.  lCs.  8J. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
1487. 175.  Composition  of  6s.  8'/.  in  the  pound  payable  by  three  equal 
instalments  at  1,  5,  and  9  months  from  August  16, 1895,  secured  by 


assignment. 

£  s.  d. 

England,  Charles,  Sheffield    24  0  0 

Harvard  Company,  London   41  0  0 

Holmes,  George,  Sheffield    Ill  0  0 

Huxley,  H.  D„  Sheffield    12  0  0 

LeDg.  V.  C,  &  Co.,  Sheffield   27  0  0 

Neville,  Jas ,  Sheffield   65  0  0 

Roberts,  T.  &  J.,  Sheffiel  1    18  0  0 

Sheffield  Gas  Company,  Sheffield    13  0  0 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers  :—H 
should  be  remembered  that  the 
quotations  in  this  section  are 
invariably  the  lowest  net  cash 
prices  actually  paid  for  large 
tpumtittes  in  bvlt.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  ichich  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 


42  CANNON  STBEET,  E.G.,  September  19. 
fFHE  general  improvement  in  trade,  of  which  indications 


I 


have  been  accumulating  for  many  weeks,  is  now  begin- 


ning to  make  itself  felt  very  strongly  in  those  sections  of  the 
produce-market  with  which  this  journal  is  specially  con- 
cerned. As  is  always  the  case  on  such  occasions,  the  revival 
in  business  is  accompanied  by  a  great  volume  of  more  or  less 
reckless  speculation,  and  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  with 
precision  the  manifestations  of  activity  which  are  due  to 
that  cause  from  those  which  are  founded  upon  scarcity  in 
the  supply  of  material  or  increasedconsumption.  Much  of  the 
improvement  is  due  to  the  stimulus  of  American  purchases. 
The  London  drug-market  is  in  such  close  touch  with  that 
of  New  York  nowadays,  and  its  course  depends  so  greatly 
upon  the  tendencies  prevailing  in  American  commerce,  that 
it  is  satisfactory  to  hear  that  the  demand  for  all  kinds  of 
crude  drugs  in  the  States  keeps  steadily  improving,  and 
that  there  are  indications  of  an  advance  in  price  in  many 
important  articles,  of  which  the  stocks  have  been  allowed  to 
fall  so  low  that  an  improved  consumption  must  be  quickly 
followed  by  export  orders.  It  must  be  confessed  that  the 
tone  of  the  principal  auction-sales  connected  with  the  drug- 
market  gives  but  little  indication  of  the  existing  better 
feeling  ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  drugs  at  any 
rate,  the  tendency  is  all  towards  transactions  by  private 
treaty,  while  the  proportion  of  goods  sold  at  auction  is 
dwindling  every  year.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
Bank-rate,  which  remains  at  2  per  cent.  Silver  is  a  fraction 
lower,  bars  being  quoted  at  30ijf/.,  against  30jg<£.  per  cz.  last 
Thursday.  Turning  to  details,  we  have  to  report  an  extra- 
ordinary activity  and  strong  rise  in  prices  of  Cream,  of  tartar, 
Tartaric  acid,  and  Citric  acid.  All  these  articles  look  safe 
for  a  further  rise.  Glycerine  is  very  much  dearer.  Sulphur 
momentarily  firmer.  Camphor  unchanged,  with  prospects  of 
a  further  advance.  Quinine  slightly  better.  Sugar  of  milk, 
Soda  hyposulphite,  and  Caffeine  very  firm.  Heavy  chemicals 
all  well  maintained  in  price,  except  Sulphate  of  ammonia, 
which  is  again  lower.  There  have  been  numerous  changes 
in  drugs,  among  those  which  are  quoted  dearer  being : 
Chamomiles,  ordinary  Tinnevclly  senna,  Stavesacre  seed,  fine 
€uraqao  aloes,  Acacia  gums  (Soudan  sorts),  round  Buchu 
leaves,  fine  Jamaica  sarsaparilla,  Galangal,  Cumin  seed, 
Vanilla,  Jamaica  beeswax,  Tonca  beans,  and  Cod-liver 
oil.  Menthol  also  is  higher,  and  there  has  been 
some  excitement  in  Orris  root,  of  which  the  new  crop  is 
just  coming  in.  Scammony  is  still  advancing,  and  Carda- 
mom seeds  have  risen  several  pence  since  the  last  auction 
All  Italian  oils  are  advancing  in  value  on  account  of  the 


reported  probable  shortage  in  crop.  Cassia  and  Aniseed  oils, 
which  are  beirjg  cornered,  have  made  further  improvement. 
Japan,  oil  of  peppermint  is  also  higher,  but  American  oil 
rather  easier.  Cinnamon  leaf  and  hark  oils  are  dearer.  The 
position  of  Camphor  has  undergone  no  change,  but  appear- 
ances point  to  a  revival  of  activity  shortly.  Colocynth,  Ben- 
zoin, and  Rhubarb  maintain  their  positions.  The  new  Manna 
ii  now  being  offered  cheaply.  The  chief  declines  in  value  are 
in  Kola  nuts,  Cipe  aloes,  Honey  and  Gum  ammoniacum. 
Cocculus  indicus  is  again  lower.  Eucalyptus  oil  sold  slightly 
easier  without  reserve.  Ipecacuanha  is  barely  steady,  and 
some  fine  Ambergris  sold  cheaply  to-day.  The  exceedingly 
high  prices  of  Balsam  Peru  and  Carthage na  bark  have  not  been 
quite  maintained.  In  Spices,  Drysalteries,  &cc,  we  have  to 
leport  advances.  Japan  max  and  Chillies  are  dearer. 
Shellac  is  steady.  Cloves  are  again  easier  and  have 
now  almost  touched  the  record  oE  low  prices.  Canary  seed 
and  Coriander- seed,  Cochin  ginger,  Jamaica  ginger,  and 
Nutmegs  firm.  Tea  is  again  dearer.  In  oils,  Linseed  is 
steady.  Rape  a  trifle  easier.  Cotton  seed  again  dearer,  at 
15s.  lid.  for  crude ;  refined,  however,  may  still  be  had  at 
17s.  3d.  to  17s.  9d.  Cocoa  nut,  Palm,  and  Olive  oils  are 
steady.  Turpentine  is  dearer,  at  20s.  3d.  to  20s  Q\d. ;  while 
Petroleum  is  slow  of  sale,  at  5%d,  to  Q\d.  for  American,  and 
5hd.  to  5{\,d.  for  Russian  oil. 


Our  Constantinople  correspondent,  telegraph- 
ing at  noon  to-day,  states  that  the  opium 
market  is  weak,  and  tending  towards  lower  prices. 


Opium 
Telegram 


Japanese 
Trade. 


Vice-Consul  Longford,  of  Tokio,  considers  that  there  is  no 
ground  whatever  for  fearirjg  that  British  trade  with  Japan 
will  decline  in  consequence  of  continental 
competition.  In  1894,  he  says,  the  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom  increased  by  846,9272. 
value  compared  with  1893.  while  the  imports  from  Germany 
showed  a  decrease  of  122,033/  The  exports  from  Japan  to 
the  United  Kingdom  decreased  by  14,0892,  to  Germany  by 
17,1602.  Mr.  Longford  proceeds  : — "  The  imports  from  Great 
Britain  were  nearly  fourfold  those  from  any  Western  country, 
and  from  the  British  Empire  nearly  fourfold  those  from 
China,  which  stands  next  in  the  list  as  a  supplier  of  Japan's 
requirements.  So  far,  experience  affords  not  a  particle  of 
justification  for  the  fears  so  often  expressed  in  late  years 
that  Great  Britain  will  fall  behind  in  the  race  as  far  as  the 
aggregate  values  of  imports  to  Japan  are  concerned.  Some 
specific  imports  that  now  appear  in  the  list,  such  as  sugar, 
may  fall  out,  just  as  some  which,  years  ago,  occupied  promi- 
nent places  have  already  disappeared  ;  but  the  day  is  yet  far 
distant  when  the  Japanese,  even  with  all  the  advantages  of 
their  silver  currency,  can  hope  to  be  independent  of  Western 
manufacturers." 


Acacia.— Several  varieties  of  East  Indian  acacia  have 
been  in  good  demand  privately  at  improved  prices,  45s.  per 
cwt.  having  been  paid  for  fine  Kurrachee.  In  Soudan  sorts 
there  has  been  a  fair  business,  with  sales  at  an  increase 
of  5s.  per  cwt.,  65s.  per  cwt.  having  been  paid  for  fair  soft, 
but  yellow,  quality.  The  price  for  good  pale  sorts  is  now 
70s.  to  72s.  6d.  per  cwt.  At  auction  several  parcels  were 
offered,  but  bought  in.  Trieste-picked  gum  was  also  bought 
in;  for  fair  yellow  grain  of  this  variety  51.  7s  6d.  per  cwt. 
is  asked,  a  bid  of  51.  5s.  being  rejected.  Bold,  ambery, 
glassy,  Aden  drop  sold  at  auction  at  40s.  per  cwt. 

Acid  (Citbic). — A  good  business  has  been  done  this 
week  at  steadily  advancing  prices,  and  at  the  close  the 
market  is  excited.  This  morning  the  English  makers  still 
quoted  Is.  2d  per  lb.  for  B.P.  quality,  but  we  doubt  whether 
that  piice  would  be  accepted  as  we  go  to  press.  The 
nearest  figure,  perhaps,  is  Is.  2\d.  per  lb.  Concentrated 
juice  still  offers  at  142 ,  however. 

Acid  (Taktaeic). — The  makers  have  repeatedly  advanced 
their  quotations,  and  now  ask  Is.  2\d.  per  lb  ,  though  per- 
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haps  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  might  still  buy.  Foreign  make  (not 
guaranteed  B  P.)  is  quoted  at  Is.  litd.  per  lo. — an  advance 
of  \\d.  to  2d.  per  lb.  on  the  week. 

Aloes  — Fine  livery  Curacao  aloes  is  very  scarce,  but 
ordinary  grades  are  quite  plentiful.  Cape  aloes  remains  in 
lair  demand,  but  the  price  is  fully  6d.  per  cwt.  lower.  At 
auction  42  cases  were  offered,  of  which  38  sold  as  follows  : — ■ 
Fine  bright  hard,  24s. ;  good,  23s.  to  23s.  6d. :  medium, 
partly  drossy  to  ordinary  soft,  from  22s.  down  to  19s.  per  cwt. 
Socotrinc  aloes  neglected.  At  auction  20  kegs  good  softish, 
of  fair  aroma,  were  bought  in  at  65s.  to  67s.  per  cwt.  Ten 
cases  common  cindery  Curacao  sold  at  10s.  per  cwt.  ;  for 
fair  capey  an  offer  of  15s.  per  cwt.  would  be  submitted. 

Ambeegbis. — In  large  supply  and  tsndiDg  lower.  About 
85  oz.  were  offered  to-day,  but  only  about  8  sold — good 
yellow-brown,  of  good  aroma,  at  the  very  low  price  of  70s. 
per  oz. ;  white  chalky  New  Zealand  at  40s.  per  oz. 

Annatto-seed. — In  good  demand  at  rather  firmer  rates, 
25  packages  fair  Madras  realising  from  3\d.  to  4d.  per  lb. 

Asafoetida. — Of  37  packages  offered  to-day,  5  sold  at 
37s.  6^.  to  40s- per  cwt.  for  heavy  partly  blocky  and  grey 
mixed  block.  In  New  York  nearly  all  the  common 
asafoetida  has  been  bought  up  by  grinders  ;  15c.  per  lb. 
being  now  asked  for  fair  quality. 

Balsam  (Pebtj) — Tending  somewhat  easier;  genuine 
quality  of  direct  import  may  now  be  bad  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb. 
A  parcel  of  4  cases  was  bought  in  at  that  figure  at  to-day's 
auctions. 

Benzoin. — Fine  Sumatra  benzoin  has  lately  been  in  strong 
request,  especially  for  the  American  market,  and  there 
is  now  very  little  of  it  to  be  had.  At  auction  little 
Sumatra  gum  was  offered,  and  not  a  single  package  found 
buyers,  the  bulk  being  held  above  present  market  values. 
Good  almondy  seconds,  fairly  well  packed,  were  bought  in 
at  81.  15s.  per  cwt.  Siam  gum  is  also  firmly  held,  medium 
to  bold,  loose,  partly  blocky,  pale  almondy,  being  bought  in 
at  24Z. ;  small  to  medium  almondy,  in  block,  211. ;  small 
brown  almondy,  in  hard  block,  at  91.  10s. ;  and  ordinary 
dull  and  siftings,  in  block,  at  from  80s.  to  82s.  6d. 

Buchu. — There  has  been  a  strong  demand  for  short  round 
leaves  lately,  principally  for  American  account,  and  at  to- 
day's auctions  prices  advanced  about  Id.  per  lb.  Of  22 
packages,  18  sold  at  Qhd.  for  good  small  dark  mixed  green, 
and  at  3d.  for  ordinary  dull  yellow.  The  long  leaves,  how- 
ever, are  not  demanded,  12  packages  being  all  bought  in  from 
6~d.  to  8d.  per  lb.  for  fair  to  good. 

Caffeine. — The  spot  price  in  second-hand  is  21s.  6d.  to 
22s.  per  lb.,  but  very  little  is  available.  WMffen'i  brand  for 
October  delivery  offers  at  20s.,  Howard's  for  December  at 
18s.  per  lb. 

Caltjmba. — Unchanged.  A  parcel  of  30  packages  rather 
brown  mixed  sorts  realised  lis  per  cwt ,  and  for  a  better 
yellow  parcel  an  offer  of  15s.  was  rejected. 

Camphob  (Cbude). —  Although  prices  can  hardly  be 
called  higher,  the  market  shows,  if  possible,  still  more 
firmness  than  last  week.  No  business  is  passing — at  any 
rate  ncne  is  reported — and  the  price  for  Japan,  or  Formosa 
camphor,  in  almost  any  position,  is  nominally  21C*.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.  Early  in  the  week  there  were  buyers,  but  no  sellers, 
at  207s  6d  ,  c  i.f.  June- August  steamer,  but  to-day  there  is 
a  quotation  of  202s  6d.,  c  i  f ,  September-October  shipment, 
though  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  the  quo'ers  mpan 
business.  At  auction  14  tubs  Japan  were  bought  in  at  220s., 
and  5  cases  Formosa  at  210s.  per  cwt. 

_  Camphoe  (Refined). — There  has  been  no  further  altera- 
tion in  the  official  quotation  of  refined  camphor  since  our 
last  report,  but  as  the  price  of  this  article  is  out  of  propor- 
tion low  compared  with  that  of  crude,  a  further  increase 
would  not  be  surprising.  There  is  very  little  English  refioed 
camphor  in  second-hand,  but  fair  quantities  of  German, 
which  is  offering  for  prompt  shipment,  second-hand,  at  from 
2s.  to  2s.  Q\d.  per  lb.  for  bells.  Holders  do  not  care  to 
make  contracts  for  delivery.  At  auction  11  cases  Japanese 
refined  were  offered,  and  all  bought  in ;  a  bid  of  2».  was 
refused  for  large,  somewhat  opaque,  squares,  for  which 
2s.  l\d  is  asked.  For  fine  1-oz  taolets  a  bid  of  2s.  Id.  was 
also  declined. 


Cannabis  Indica. — Neglected.  Very  stalky  herb  was 
bought  in  to-day  at  2d.  per  lb. 

Canth abides. — Good  sifted  Chinese  flies  have  been  sold 
privately  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Small  mixed  ditto 
were  bought  in  at  auction  at  Is.  2d. 

Cabdamoms — A  moderate  supply  of  about  140  packages 
was  offered.  Holders  are  generally  very  firm  in  their  views, 
and  the  83  boxes  which  were  disposed  of  realised  full  to 
slightly  higher  prices  for  good  qualities,  the  following  rates 
being  paid  : — Mysore  :  Fine  bold  plump.  3s.  3d. ;  medium  to 
bold  good  pale,  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  9d. ;  small  to  medium  ditto, 
from  Is.  lid.  to  2s.  3d. ;  small  to  medium  yellow  and  grey 
mixed,  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  9d. ;  brown,  partly  split,  Is.  5d.  to 
Is.  3d. ;  very  sma.ll  pale,  Is  3d.  to  Is.  bd.  ;  ordinary  dull, 
partly  split  and  brown,  fiom  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Dull 
Malabar,  Is  Id.  per  lb.  There  has  been  a  very  strong 
inquiry  for  Cardamom-seed,  of  which  supplies  have  been 
very  scarce,  and  at  to-day's  auctions  the  few  lots  that  were 
offered  found  ready  buyers  at  2s.  Id.  per  lb.,  an  advance  of 
fully  3d.  per  lb. 

Cascaba  Saoeada — Very  dull  of  sale ;  17s.  is  asked  for 
a  parcel  of  fair,  partly  thick,  mixed,  from  San  Francisco. 
Part  of  this  is  said  to  have  been  sold  privately  at  that 
price. 

Chamomiles  are  2s.  or  3s.  dearer  since  last  week,  from 
36s.  to  38s  per  cwt.  being  now  quoted  for  best  1895  Belgian, 
flowers.  The  crop,  whicb  at  the  beginning  was  very  plenti- 
ful, has  come  to  an  end  sooner  than  expected,  and  a  further 
advance  is  looked  for  as  the  season  proceeds. 

Chillies. — At  auction  there  was  no  demand,  and  230  bales 
were  bought  in  at  nominal  rates.  Since  then,  however, 
there  has  been  more  inquiry  with  sales  at  higher  rates  ;  38s. 
per  cwt.  for  good  bright  sound  Zanzibar.  At  the  drug-sales 
a  parcel  of  this  quality  was  bought  in  at  40s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — The  stock  of  cinchona-bark  in  the  Londrn 
warehouses  on  September  2  consisted  of  10,402  packages 
East  India,  Ceylon,  African,  and  Java ;  5,196  packages 
Bolivian  Calisaya  (flat  and  quill) ;  365  South  American 
Crown  and  grey  bark  ;  38  South  American  red  bark ;  807 
Cartagena;  and  10,SL7  Pitayo,  Cuprea,  soft  Colombian,  and 
New  Granadian  bark ;  total,  27,625  bales,  compared  with 
32,259  and  39,736  bales  respectively  on  September  1,  1894 
and  1893.  The  exports  of  cinchona  bark  from  Ceylon  from 
January  1  to  August  26  have  been  :— 1895, 729,038  lbs  ;  1894, 
2,099,043  lbs.  Cartagena  bark,  although  slowly  declining 
in  valne,  still  realises  extremely  high  prices.  A  parcel  of 
20  packages,  newly  imported  from  Hamburg,  brought  l^d. 
per  lb.  for  good  stout  sound  broken  quill,  and  from  5f d.  to 
7f$.  per  lb.  for  damaged  bark.  Out  of  a  parcel  of  39 
packages  bold  thin  flat  ( 'ultioated  Calisaya  {via  Hamburg), 
18,  all  damaged,  sold  at  2\d.  to  6r/. ;  sound  bark  was  bought 
in  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  A  newly-imported  parcel  of  36  packages 
Huanaeo  and  Loxa  sold  to-day,  at  fair  prices;  sound, 
partly  broken  grey  Huanaeo  quill,  b\d.  to &\d  ;  damaged  ditto, 
4fd. ;  good  bright  but  broken  Loxa,  at  8\d.  per  lb.  At  the 
monthly  auctions  held  in  London  on  Tuesday,  1,102 
packages  were  offered,  the  bulk  of  which  sold,  with  good 
competition,  at  an  average  unit  of  ^d.  per  lb.  The  quality 
of  the  supply  was,  generally  speakirjg,  very  low.  Fast 
Indian  and  Ceylon  barks  realised  from  l\d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  lor 
Ledgeriana,  \d>.  to  3^d.  per  lb.  for  officinalis,  Id.  to  l%d.  per 
lb.  for  Succirubra,  and  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb.  for  Hybrids. 
Java  Ledger  sold  at  l}d.  per  lb  ;  West  African,  Succirubra, 
at  2\d.  per  lb.  ;  South  American  Calisaya  quill,  at  2\d.  to 
bd. ;  and  Cuprea,  at  \d.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — Zanzibar  cloves  have  be'n  steady  privately  at 
2^d.  per  lb.,  October-December  delivery.  At  auction 
220  bales  sold  at  lower  rates  :  ordinary  dark  to  good  bright, 
2d.  to  2\d.  per  lb. 

Cocculus  Indicus. — Tending  lower,  7s.  to  7s.  3d.  being 
accepted  for  5S  bags  fair  Cochin  to-day. 

Colocynth. — Good  Turkish  apple  remains  scarce  and 
dear.  Two  cases,  good  partly  broken  and  seedy,  shown  at 
auction  are  held  for  2s.  3a!.  per  lb.  One  case  ordinary  broken 
Spanish  was  bought  in  at  lOd.  per  lb. 

Cbeam  of  Taetae. — The  excitement  continues,  95s  being 
now  quoted  for  best  white  crystals  and  97s  6d.  for  powder 
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■on  the  spot,  although  we  have  not  heard  that  any  business 
has  been  done  above  93s.  for  crystals.  The  last  quotation 
from  Bordeaux  was  92s.,  f  o.b ,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
any  can  be  had  at  that  price  now.  This  afternoon  it  is  said 
that  95s.  has  been  paid  for  crystal,  while  100s.  is  asked  for 
powder. 

Cubebs — Remain  quite  neglected,  the  supply  being  out 
of  proportion  to  the  requirements.  At  auction  183  packages 
were  offered  and  all  bought  in.  Good  genuine  Singapore 
berries,  free  from  stalk,  are  quoted  privately  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Cumin-seed.— New  Maltese  seed,  slightly  dark,  has  been 
sold  at  35s.  per  cwt..  At  auction  that  price  was  mentioned 
a?  the  limit  for  24  bags  of  fair  quality.  The  market  is 
tending  firmer. 

Eegot  of  Rye  — New  Russian  ergot  offers  at  6^.  per  lb., 
c  if.  terms.  At  auction  Spanish  ergot  appeared  to  be  slightly 
firmer.  For  a  lot  of  sound  quality,  just  imported,  though 
not  guaranteed  to  be  of  new  crop  8|fZ.  per  lb  was  refused, 
"9d.  being  the  minimum  price.  For  another  lot  of  2  cases 
old  wormy,  but  sifted,  a  bid  of  6fr£.  per  lb.  was  xejected. 

Galangal — Dearer.  A  parcel  of  50  bales  shown  to-day 
is  held  at  25s.  per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — There  has  been  an  active  demand  for  fine 
qualities  of  gamboge,  mostly  for  America,  and  an  advance 
of  10s  has  been  established,  good  picked  having  realised 
10/.  15s.  per  cwt.  At  to-day's  auctions  no  demand  was  mani- 
fested. For  Saigon  and  Singapore  mixed,  small  to  medium 
pieces,  partly  dull  ricey  fracture,  91.  10s.  per  cwt.  is  the 
limit.  For  fair  pipe  and  lump  a  bid  of  31.  15s.  per  cwt. 
was  refused. 

Gentian-boot  remairjs  low  in  price,  14s.  Qd  per  cwt.  will 
be  good  French  on  the  spot.  At  auction  20  bales  were 
bought  in  at  16s.  per  cwt. 

Glycerine  has  considerably  advanced  this  week.  The 
quotation  for  the  Rossbacli  brand  has  been  raised  to  55s.  for 
double-distilled  e.g.  1  260,  others  quote  from  53s.  to  54s.— a 
rise  of  about  3s.  since  last  Thursday. 

Guaiacum. — Our  market  is  quite  out  of  stock  of  fine 
glassy  gum  in  first  hand ;  nominally  from  2s.  9d.  to  3s.  is 
quoted  for  this  variety.  At  auction  6  cases  of  ordinary 
dusty  loose  drops,  mixed  with  wood,  imported  via  New 
York,  were  bought  in  at  Is  per  lb. 

Gum  Ammoniacum. — Several  parcels  of  ordinary  quality 
were  cleared  off  to-day  at  a  decline  of  about  10s.  per  cwt.: 
loose  pale  grain  and  almonds,  mixed  with  block  and  rather 
drossy,  at  27s.  Qd. ;  dull  sofr,  paTtly  almondy,  block  at  23s  to 
19s  ;  common  seedy  and  dirty  siftings  at  6s.  to  7s.  Qd.  per 
cwt.  Good  yellow  almonds  in  soft  block  are  held  for  30s. 
per  cwt. 

Honey.— Rather  easier,  especially  for  Australian,  of 
which  about  140  casks  sold  at  very  low  rates  :  Brown  to 
dark  liquid,  poor  aroma  and  taste,  at  from  14s  down  to  lis 
per  cwt.  Ten  cases  fair  candied  New  Zealand  hcney 
realised  27s  Qd. ;  and  about  33  packages  Jamaican  found 
buyers  at  from  21s.  to  23s.  per  cwt.  for  dull  thick  brown  to 
fair  amber  liquid. 

Ipecacuanha  — A  few  packages  Rio  (Brazilian)  ro^t 
have  been  sold  at  firm  prices  privately  ;  6s.  for  goad  native 
picked.  Holders  do  not  seem  in  the  least  inclined  to  give 
way.  Of  57  bales  Brazilian-root  only  13  sold  to-day,  at 
barely  steady  rates  to  Id.  per  lb.  decline;  ordinary  wooriy 
mixed  and  damaged  to  fair  sound,  5s.  to  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  For 
fine  native-picked  root  6s.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  asked.  Three 
packages  fine  bold  picked  Carthagena  were  bought  in,  at 
8s.  per  lb.  nominally. 

Jalap. — Dull  of  sale.  For  5  bales  small  mixed  pale  Vera 
I'ruz  lOfi.  per  lb.  was  suggested  as  the  price,  but  there 
were  no  Dids. 

Kola.— Still  on  the  downward  path,  and  again  easier 
-to-day.  There  was  a  plentiful  supply,  but  only  7  packages 
West  Indian  out  of  some  55  packages  offered  sold  at  from 
■Q\d.  to  3\d.  for  ordinary  mouldy  to  good  brown.  -«*v»*i 

Manna.— New-crop  manna  is  now  being  offered  for 
prompt  shipment.  The  prices  are  as  follow  -.—Fine  flake,  in 
original  cases,  2s.  per  lb. ;  in  7  or  14  lb.  tins,  2s.  Qd.' per  lb.  ; 
in  ditto  boxes,  2s.  4d  ;  in  1  lb.  tins,  2s.  9d.  per  lb.  Broken, 


manna,  Is.  per  lb.  Cferace  sorts,  9d.  per  lb.  All  these 
quotations  are  f.o.b.  Palermo.  The  quotation  for  Gerace 
quality  is  high  compared  to  that  of  the  better  grades,  which 
are  exceedingly  low.  The  quality  of  this  year's  crop  is  said 
to  be  exceptionally  good. 

Menthol. — Firmer.  The  cheap  lots  which  were  offering 
on  the  spot  have  been  bought  up,  and  13s.  per  lb  ,  is  now  the 
general  quotation.  For  September-October  shipment  13s.  6^., 
c.i  f.,  is  now  asked.  Two  cases  rather  damp  crystals  were 
bought  in  to-day  at  14s. 

Musk. — No  trade  was  done  at  auction  in  this  article,  of 
which  prices  remain  unaltered  privately.  Fine  first  pile 
Tonquin  pods,  small  to  bold  blue  skin  and  undersk  n,  well 
trimmed,  were  bought  in  at  75s  ;  ditto,  grey  skin  and  thick 
underskin,  at  62s.  to  65s. ;  and  ditto,  old-fashioned,  at  60s. 
per  oz.  For  1  tin  of  rather  damp  well  trimmed  thin  pods, 
of  third  pile,  blue  skin  and  underskin,  37s.  Qd.  per  oz.  is 
asked. 

Myrrh. — Remains  very  low  in  price.  Some  native- 
picked  gum  was  bought  in,  there  being  no  bid  at  80s. 
per  cwt. ;  and  about  16  packages  sold,  mjstly  without 
reserve,  at  65s.  for  nice  bright  sorts,  26s.  to  30s.  for  siftings, 
and  22s.  down  to  15s.  for  pickings. 

Nux  Vomica — Remains  low;  31  bags  small  brown  seed, 
from  Madras,  realised  4s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Oil  (Cod-lives).— In  strong  demand,  with  every  pros- 
pect of  a  decided  improvement  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 
The  lowest  price  for  non-congealing  Norwegian  of  the 
present  season  is  160s.  per  barrel  on  the  spot.    At  auction 

10  casks  Newfoundland,  each  about  180  gallons,  were 
bought  in,  an  offer  of  4s.  Qd.  per  gallon  being  refused,  as 
the  owner  required  5s. 

Oils  (Essential). — The  essential-oil  market  generally 
shows  a  decidedly  firmer  tendency.  Some  oils,  which  have 
advanced  strongly  within  the  last  few  weeks,  maintain  their 
position,  others  are  showing  distinct  signs  of  improvement. 

011  of  Star  ardse  can  still  be  had  at  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot,  although  there  is  talk  of  7s.  9d.  par  lb.  We  have  not 
heard  of  any  quotations  for  arrival  lately ;  7s.  bd.  per  lb  , 
"  c  i.f  ,"  was  the  last  price  mentioned.  Casria  oil,  which  is 
being  "cornered"  by  one  or  two  wealthy  firms,  has  again  ad- 
vanced, 7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  having  been  paid  for  70-75  per  cent, 
quality,  while  the  current  quotation  runs  from  7s  9d.  to  8s. 
per  lb.  But  a  parcel  of  60-65  per  cent,  oil  is  being  offered 
from  China  at  the  comparatively  low  price  of  6s.  3d  per 
lb ,  c.i.f.  terms,  and  we  hear  that  business  has  been  done 
on  that  basis.  American  Oil  of  peppermint  is  one  of  the 
few  oils  which  show  a  weaker  market.  HG-H  might  possibly 
be  had  for  9s.  9d.  per  lb.  on  the  spjt,  although  the 
price  in  the  State3  is  very  much  above  that  parity  ;  D.  &  O. 
cil  in  tins  has  been  sold  at  8s  ,  and  Wayne  County  oil  has 
been  reducad  Qd.,  from  7s.  Qd.  to  7s  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 
Japanese  peppermint  oil,  however,  keeps  firm.  At  auction 
3  cases  Cooking's  brand  were  bought  in  at  6s.  9d.  per  lb. ; 
native  dementholised  oil  at  6s  ;  and  40  per  cent  oil  at  9s. 
per  lb.  Privately,  the  quotation  for  the  last-named  variety 
is  7s.  Qd.  spot,  and  7s  ,  c  i.f.,  for  September-Octobershipment, 
an  advance  of  20  per  cent,  being  reported  from  Japan. 
Dementholised  oil  might,  perhaps,  still  be  had  at 
5s  Qd.  vex  lb.  on  the  spot,  but  is  held  for  6s.  per  lb., 
c  i.f.  Cinnamon  leaf  oil  is  again  dearer ;  2\d.  per 
rz.  has  been  paid  and  3d.  per  cz  is  asked.  C'Mnamon- 
barlt  oil  is  also  tendiDg  higher,  a  good  deal  of  the  supply 
having  been  bought  up.  For  a  lot  in  sale  to-day  Is.  per  oz. 
was  asked.  Oingergrass  oil  tending  easier.  Recently  3d. 
per  cz.  was  asked,  but  tc-day  2\d.  would  be  accepted.  Rose 
oil  (Bombay)  held  for  2\d.  to  3\d.  per  oz.  Nutmeg  oil  in 
large  supply.  Seventeen  cases  were  offered  to-day  ;  3d.  per 
oz.  is  asked,  2\d.  beicg  refund  for  fair  quality.  Camphor  oil, 
10  casks  dark  tarry  oil  (via  Hamburg)  were  bougbt  in  at 
45s.  per  cwt.  to-day;  for  20  cases  cjlonrless  oil  28s.  per 
cwt.  is  asked.  Eucalgptus  oil  fiimly  held  privately,  but  at 
auction  10  cases  \Yneeler's  (AmygdMna)  sold  without 
reserve  at  9f  d.  per  lb  ,  a  decline  of  \<t.  per  lb.  Italim  oils 
advancing  all  aloDg  the  line.  There  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  buying  in  Italy  lately  for  English  account,  but  other  con- 
suming countries  still  seem  to  keep  eff,  The  Lem on  crop 
outlook  is  sail  to  be  very  unsatisfactory.  Oil  guaranteed  to 
contain  7-7  25  per  cent,  of  citral  offers  at  3s  9d.  to  4s  per 
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lb.,  c.i.f.,  prompt  shipment.  Ber^amnt  oil  dearer  at  9s.  Gd. 
to  10s.  per  lb.,  c  i.f. ;  Sreeet  orange,  4s.  to  4s.  9d  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
terms.  Citronella  firm;  small  parcels  ha\e  sold  at  Is.  3\d. 
per  lb.    For  arrival  there  are  sellers  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  c  i  f . 

Orange-peel. — Maltese  is  difficult  of  sale,  a  few  1  its 
realising  irom  3d.  to  8^d.  for  thin-cat  strips,  while  ring- 
lets fetched  5\d.  per  lb.  Two  cases  thin-cut  yellow  sweet 
orarjge-peel  from  Jamaica  were  bought  in  at  4d  ,  there  being 
no  bid  at  2d.  per  lb. 

ORRIS — The  excitement  in  the  Italian  orr's  market 
appears  to  have  subsided  somewhat,  and  it  is  thought  that  it 
may  now  be  possible  again  to  purchase  best  selected  new 
Florentine  at  73s  per  cwt ,  c  i  f .  terms.  The  advance  was 
caused  by  sudden  purchases  of  about  15  tons  of  roof,  at 
from  75s  Gd.  to  77s.,  at  one  of  the  local  fairs  in  the  Florence 
district  where  the  opening  prices  for  the  season  are  generally 
fixed.  In  Verona  the  market  has  also  been  excited,  and  the 
quotation  has  run  up  to  68s  3d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  good 
picked,  an  advance  ot  about  10s.  This  variety,  however,  is 
not  yet  on  the  market.  The  market  closes  very  unsettled, 
and  quotations  are  changed  almost  daily  ;  to-day  telegraphic 
price  for  selected  Florentine  being  75s.  Gd.  f.o.b.  At  auction 
85s  was  asked  for  fine  picked  Florentine,  and  a  parcel  of 
bold  to  rather  dull  mixed  Verona  was  bought  in,  65s. 
being  the  price.  A  parcel  of  40  bales  of  East  Indian  orris 
from  Bombay  direct,  and  assorted  pieces,  sold  readily  at  35s. 
per  cwt. 

Quicksilver  —  Qaiet,  at  11.  5s.  per  bottle  from  the  im- 
porters, and  11.  3s.  in  second  hand. 

Quince-seed. — Fine  quality  remains  very  scarce  and 
firmly  held  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  A  cask  of  140  lbs.  wormy  seed 
sold  at  auction  at  9|rf. 

Quinine. — A.  somewhat  better  tone  prevails,  and  20,000  oz. 
of  second-hand  German  bulk  have  changed  hands  at  the 
slightly  improved  price  of  13\d.  per  oz.  on  the  spot.  The 
following  are  the  present  manufacturers'  quotations: — 
Howards  vials,  Is.  4d.  to  Is.  5d.;  tins,  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Qd. 
Whiffeas  vials,  Is.  4a!.  ;  tins,  Is.  2d.  Pelletier  vials,  Is  5(2. 
Fabirioa  Lombards  vials,  Is.  4rZ.  tins,  Is.  2d.;  German  tins, 
Is.  2d.  per  oz.  In  America  the  consuming  demand  for  quinine 
is  described  as  excellent.  All  the  current  orders  go  directly 
to  the  manufacturers,  dealers  hiving  generally  advanced 
their  views  to  253.,  although  jobbing  orders  might  possibly 
be  fil'ed  at  24f  c.  in  small  lots.  A.  parcel  of  20,000  oz.  has 
just  been  shipped  from  New  York  to  London  by  the  Eurjpe. 

Rhatany-root.— 4  bales  ordinary  chumpy  root  were 
bought  in  to-day  at  4|d.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb  has  been  in  fair  demand  privately,  and  several 
important  parcels  has  been  sold  since  the  last  sales  at  steady 
prices.  In  spite  of  the  reported  improvement  in  the  demand, 
no  animation  was  shown  at  auction  to-day  ;  275  cases  were 
offered,  of  which  only  about  50  sold  as  follow:  Shensi] 
medium,  partly  loose,  pinky  fracture,  fiat,  Is.  9d.  ;  small  to 
medium  druggists',  dull  coat,  pinky  grey  fracture,  round, 
Is.  2d.  to  Is  3d. ;  small  to  medium,  round  flat  coat,  seven- 
eighths  pinky. one-eighth  grey  fracture,  round,  Is.  Gd.  per  lb  ; 
Canton,  small  round  druggists',  pinky  grey  fracture,  Is.  2d. 
per  lb.  ;  High  dried,  small  to  medium,  fair  coat,  even,  pinky 
iracture,  fiat,  IQd.  to  Is.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — Our  first  hand  supplies  of  good  grey 
Jamaica  are  practically  exhausted  ;  the  last  price  paid  for 
this  variety  was  Is  4«T.  per  lb.  The  only  parcel  sold  to-day 
consisted  of  2  bales  of  damaged  red,  which  realised  Is.  per 
lb.  Thirty-four  packages  of  Honduras  were  bought  in,  Is  4<i. 
being  asked  for  the  best  lot. 

Scammony. — There  has  been  some  business  privately  in 
root,  but  at  auction  62  bales  were  bought  in,  from  40s.  to 
50s.  per  cwt.  being  asked.  It  is  said  that  there  is  a  pros- 
pect that  prices  will  still  go  higher.  For  Turkish  virgin 
resin  31s.  per  lb.  is  now  required  ;  and  for  Skillipe  10s.  Gd. 
per  lb.  is  asked. 

Senega.— It  is  stated  that  a  large  operator  in  the  Western 
Stites  is  t-ying  to  get  up  a  corner  in  this  drug,  and  that 
very  little  root  is  coming  in.  In  New  York  the  figures  for 
Manitoba  and  Minnesota  are  25c.  to  26s.  per  lb.  Prime 
Western  is  scarce  on  spot,  and  up  to  30:  is  a<ked. 


Senna. — Some  parcels  of  new  Alexandrian  were  shown 
to-day,  but  found  no  buyers.  Nice  clean  green  leaf  is  held 
for  Is  ,  good  sittings  for  t\d.  per  lb  ,  while  pods  were  bought 
in  at  from  6d.  to  IQd.  per  lb.  New  Tmnevelly  in  fair  supply  : 
475  bales  in  importers'  hands  beiDg  offered.  Fine  qualities 
were  rather  easier,  but  ordinary  grades  realised  very  full 
prices.  Ordinary  common,  small  specky  and  blackish,  Id.  to 
2d.;  small  to  medium  greenish,  partly  yellow,  2\d.  to  3d.; 
fair  medium,  yellowish-green,  3^d.  to  3}d. ;  good  bright 
green,  from  <\d.  up  to  5d.  per  lb. 

Shellac — Quiet,  but  firmly  held.  At  auction  ordinary 
Second  orange  remained  very  steady,  but  gooi  grades  as  well 
as  OCJ  Garnet  sold  at  a  decline  Subsequently  a  good 
business  has  been  done  in  AC  Girnet  at  105s.  for  blocky 
and  107s.  for  free. 

Soda  Hyposulphite. — The  demand  for  photographic 
purposes  has  been  exceedingly  bri?k  this  summer,  and 
supplies  are  very  scarce  ;  11.  15s.  is  the  spot  quotation  for 
kegs. 

Squills  are  easier,  about  20  packages  fair  to  good  pale 
quality  sold,  mostly  without  reserve,  at  from  2\d.  to  3\'l. 
per  lb. 

Stayesacre  seed,  of  which  the  new  crop  is  now 
arriving,  has  advanced  considerably  lately.  Good  quality, 
which  was  offering  recently  at  50s.,  is  now  held  for  70s  ,  and' 
supplies  are  small. 

Sugar  op-Milk  firm,  and  tending  higher;  best  white 
powder,  57s.  Gd.  to  60s.  per  cwt. 

Sulphur. — In  consequence  of  the  demand  for  the  treat- 
ment of  hops,  Iloll  sulphur  has  advanced  from  5  guineas  to 
61.  10s.  for  foreign  brands,  best  English  being  quoted  at  31. 
Foreign  flon-ers  are  offering  at  5/  10s  on  the  spot. 

Tonca  Beans  have  been  in  good  demand  lately,  and  all 
the  available  Angostura  beans  have  been  bought  up  at  high 
prices,  ranging  up  to  8s.  6d.  for  fine  quality.  Para  of  good 
quality  are  scarce,  and  held  for  2s.  Gd.  per  lb.  At  auction 
about  10  packages  of  this  variety  were  bought  in,  a  bid  of 
9\d.  being  refused  for  ordinary  foxy. 

Vanilla.— A  moderate  supply,  mostly  of  good  quality, 
sold  at  very  high  prices. 

Wax. — Japan  dearer;  sales  of  good  pale  squares  have 
been  made  on  the  ppot  at  from  26s.  Gd.  up  to  27s  6d.,at<i' 
the  quotation  for  September- October  delivery  to-day  is 
27s.,  c.i.f. 

WAX  (Bees')  — There  is  a  very  good  demand  for  Jamaica, 
of  which  86  packages  sold  rsadily  at  firm  prices  to  a  slight 
advance,  from  11  10s.  up  to  11.  lis  Gd  being  realised  for 
brown  to  good  yellow  and  mixed.  Australian  wax  is  fairly 
steady,  at  from  61.  to  6/.  10s ,  according  to  quality,  about 
24  packages  beiDg  sold.  Madagascar  shows  no  change  : 
Gl.  10s  to  61.  12s.  6d.  for  fa!r  brown.  Two  packages  good 
pale  yellowish  wax  from  Tah'ti  sold  cheap  at  61.  10s.  per  cwt. 


An  Arabian  Perfume  flower. — "  Dumna,"  a  sweet- 
smelling  herb  of  the  nature  of  our  th}  me,  which  grows 
abundantly  in  the  Yemen  district  of  Arabia,  is  regularly 
exported  Irom  the  Red  Sea  ports  to  British  India,  where  it  is 
used  as  a  perfume.  Much  of  it  is  shipped  from  the  port  of 
Hodeidah. 

Fined  for  Selling  Arsenical  Sheep  dip.— An  im- 
portant case  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  beard  to  day  at 
Claremorris  before  Captain  Macternan,  R.M.,  and  Sir  H. 
Blosse,  Bait.  Sergeant  MacCormack  summoned  John  T. 
Noon,  merchant,  for  having  kept  a  shop  open  for  the 
sale  of  poison — viz  ,  Cooper's  sheep-dip,  &c— containing 
a  quantity  of  arsenic  against  the  provisions  of  the  Acs. 
Mr.  Wm.  J.  Sheridan,  solicitor,  who  appeared  for  the 
defendant,  contended  that  his  client  was  unaware  of  the 
poisonous  character  of  the  compositions  in  question,  thsy 
not  being  labelled  as  such,  and  that  he  had  sold  them  for 
tie  past  eighteen  years  without  aDy  complaint.  Having 
lully  considered  the  case,  the  Magistrates  imposed  a  penalty 
of  51.  Defendant  intends  to  memorialise  the  Lord  Lieu- 
i  erart  fcr  mitigation  of  the  amount. 
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The  New  York  Drug-market, 

Oar  correspondent  writes  from  New  York,  under  date  of 
September  11,  as  follows  :— The  month  opens  quite  favour- 
ably so  far  as  prices  are  concerned,  nearly  all  the  changes  noted 
in  the  drug-market  being  in  the  direction  of  higher  prices. 
Cascara  sagradahas  shown  some  activity,  and  some  lots  have 
charged  hands  within  the  week  at  3fc.  and  4c.  Balsam  copaiba 
is  quiet  at  32c.  and  35c.  for  Central  American,  a  price  which 
has  been  ruling  for  some  time  past.  Caffeine  continues  in 
short  supply,  and  is  now  quoted  at  $8  00  with  an  upward 
tendency.  Buchu  leaves,  short,  are  strong  at  8c.  and  10c, 
which  is  an  advance  of  about  |c.  to  lc.  Norwegian  cod-liver 
oil  has  advanced  to  $52,  and  $63  for  good  new  LofoteD, 
but  there  is  no  demand.  Colocynth  is  strong  at  55c.  for 
Trieste ;  Spanish  is  neglected  at  24c  and  26c.  Opium  is 
somewhat  firmer,  and  $  I  65  and  $167^  is  the  ruling  quota- 
tion for  case  lots.  Purchases  are  all  on  a  very  modest  scale, 
however,  indicating  a  distrust  of  the  market.  Quinine  is  firm, 
and  in  moderate  jobbing  demand.  Aniline  oil  and  salts  are 
reported  scarce,  and  prices  of  the  crude  materials  and  of  some 
of  the  finished  products  have  been  advanced.  Argols  show  an 
upward  tendency  on  the  strength  of  reported  shortage  of  sup- 
plies ;  and  Cream  of  tartar  and  Tartaric  acid,  have  advanced  in 
sympathy.  Oxalic  acid  is  quoted  fiim  at  7]c.  to7^c  ,  and  it  is 
reported  that  a  close  combination  has  been  arranged  which 
will  be  able  to  control  prices  and  production  for  the  next 
two  years,  and  an  advance  is  therefore  looked  for  as  among  the 
possibilities  of  the  near  future.  Star-anise  oil  has  advanced  to 
$175  and  #180,  though  but  little  business  is  reported.  Cassia 
oil  also  shows  an  upward  tendency,  and  is  now  auoted  at  $160 
as  inside.  The  flurry  of  two  weeks  since  in  Peppermint  oil 
appears  to  have  passed  over,  and  the  market  is  dull.  Western 
oil  is  pressing  for  sale  in  one  or  two  quarters,  and  quoted 
at  $1.75  and  #1.90,  which  is  also  the  range  for  New  York 
State  bulk  oil.  H.G.H.  oil  is  held  at  $2.35  and  $2.40,  but 
no  transactions  are  reported  at  this  figure.  Spearmint  oil 
is  said  to  be  in  scant  supply,  and  country  holders  ask  $2  00 
for  bulk. 

The  Scotch.  Chemical  Market. 

Oar  correspondent,  writing  on  September  18,  remarks  that 
there  are  few  new  features  in  the  condition  of  the  market. 
Perhaps  on  the  whole  a  better  feeling  exists,  and  a  fair 
amount  of  business  has  been  transacted.  Caustic  soda,  Soda 
crystals,  and  Bleaching-poivder  are  firm  and  in  good  demand. 
Sulphate  of  ammonia  still  very  weak,  and  for  prompt  its 
value  is  only  about  91.  to  91.  2s.  6d.,  f  o.b.  Leith.  Even  less 
than  this  is  reported  to  have  been  accepted  in  at  least  one 
instance.  Shipments  from  Leith  last  week  were  380  tons. 
White  alkali,  48  to  52  per  cent.,  42.  10s.  to  51.  5s.  per  ton  net 
Tyne.  Bleaching  ponder,  11.  to  11.  5s.  per  ton  net  Tyne. 
Lump  alum,  51.  10s  per  ton  net  Glasgow.  White  caustic 
soda,  different  strengths,  vary  from  61.  10.?.  to  91.  5s.  per  ton 
net  Liverpool ;  60  to  62  per  cent,  cream  Caustic  soda,  61.  10s 
per  ton  net  Liverpool.  Sulphate  of  copper  continues  very 
firm,  111.  per  ton.  less  5  per  cent.  Liverpool,  being  quoted. 
Saltcahe  active,  20s.  per  ton  net.  Bichromate  of  potash,  1\d. 
per  lb.  net,  for  English  and  Scotch  deliveries  :  ditto  Soda, 
3~d.  per  lb.  net ;  for  export,  f.o.b.  Glasgow,  \d,  per  lb.  less 
is  accepted. 

The  Newcastle  on-Tyne  Chemical  Market. 

Our  correspondent  writes  on  September  18  as  follows  : — 
The  market  remains  very  steady,  without,  however,  any 
further  changes  of  importance  to  be  reported.  A  good 
demand  for  most  products  has  been  experienced,  and  stocks 
have  fallen-  considerably.  Bleaching  powder  especially  is 
scarce.  As  regards  contracts  over  next  year,  makers  do  not 
show  any  great  disposition  to  book  them  even  at  the  better 
prices  which  have  been  ruling  of  late,  whilst  buyers  are 
somewhat  eager  to  do  so.  Soda  crystals  remain  very  firm  at 
about  2d.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  net.  Caustic  soda  is  selling  freely 
for  prompt,  70  per  cent ,  11.  5s  to  11.  15s.  per  ton  net ;  76  to 
77  per  cent.,  91.  Is.  6d.  to  91.  10s.  per  ton  net.  Bleaching- 
powder  scarce,  61.  10s.  to  11.  5s.  per  ton  net  according  to 
market,  and  next  year's  contracts  for  home  consumption 
have  been  booked  at  61. 15s.  ;  52  per  cent.  Alkali,  11.  12s.  6d. 
to  51.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  net ;  48  per  cent.,  11.  10s.  per  ton  net. 
Siltcalte  steady  and  in  good  request.  20s.  to  25s.  per  ton 
net  in  bulk,  makers'  works.  Hyposulphite  of  soda,  61.  5s.  per 
ton  net  for  5  to  7-cwt.  ca^ks;  and  11.  per  ton  net  for  1-cwt. 


kegs;  demand  continues  good.  Chlorate  oj  potash  quiet  at 
1\d.  to  4§<Z.  per  lb.  net ;  yellow  prussiate  of  potash,  8d  per  lb. 
Sulphoc  yanides  very  quiet,  Potassium  being  Id.  per  lb.. 
Ammonium  6%d.  per  lb,  and  Barium  4§<2.  per  lb.  Oxalic 
acid  unchanged,  3%d.  Recovered  sulphur  scarce,  31.  lis.  6d. 
per  ton  net.  Chloride  of  barium,  precipitated  Sulphate  of 
barium  {plane  fixe),  precipitated  Carbonate  of  barium.,  and 
South  Durham  Salt  are  all  active  at  unchanged  rates. 


%\n  #piuni  ggfarftet 

The  expected  turn  in  the  speculative  excitement  of  the 
opium  market  appears  to  be  imminent.  The  position  in 
London  is  unchanged.  That  in  Smyrna  is  briefly  sketched  by 
our  correspondent  there  in  a  letter  dated  September  7,  in 
which  he  observes  : — "  The  downward  movement  has  at  last 
set  in,  and  would  have  made  further  progress  but  for  the 
fact  that  the  speculators  again  began  to  buy  and  thus 
sustained  the  position  to  some  extent.  The  total  sales  of  the 
week  have  been  23  cases  all  new  crop — viz  ,  current  talequale 
at  7s.  Id.  to  7s  3d.,  selected  ditto  at  7s.  3d.,  current  Yerli 
at  7s.  Id.,  selected  Yerli  and  Karahissar  at  7s.  Id.,  ond  selected 
Bogaditz  at  7s  10^.  per  lb.  The  arrivals  are  2,270  cases, 
against  1,140  cases  in  1894." 

Our  recent  market  reports  on  opium  have  been  freely 
quoted  by  the  Smyrna  journals,  and  called  forth  several 
comments  agreeing  with  our  correspondents'  views.  One 
writer  points  out  that  the  speculative  movement  now  in 
progress  in  Smyrna  has  no  chance  whatever  of  success, 
inasmuch  as  the  present  season's  crop  added  to  the  existing 
stocks  is  large  enough  to  provide  for  the  world's  requirements 
for  nearly  two  years ;  while  the  cultivation  of  opium  in  Turkey 
has  increased  so  much  lately  that  it  is  hardly  conceivable 
that  a  crop  could  again  full  short  of  3,000  baskets.  The 
Persian  crop,  which  this  year  is  estimated  at  5,000  cases,  is 
also  a  serious  factor  in  the  situation.  Our  Constantinople 
correspondent  writes,  under  date  of  September  12 : — 

Druggists'  grades  are  slightly  weaker  this  week,  but 
finest  Tokats  continue  firm.  Eleven  cases  Tokat,  containing 
95  per  cent,  prime  firsts,  were  bought  at  9s.  9^.,  f.o.b  ,  8 
cases  ditto  (50-60  per  cent,  first)  at  9s.  3d ,  f.o.b.,  and  9 
cases  druggists'  at  7s.  to  7s.  3d.,  f.o.b. 

Looking  at  it  from  a  broad  point  of  view,  the  position  by 
no  means  warrants  to  day's  values,  and  we  should  have  been 
at  a  much  lower  level  before  now  if  prices  had  not  been  kept 
up  artificially  by  compromised  parties,  who  are  still  striving 
with  every  nerve  to  keep  the  ball  rolling.  Whether  success 
will  crown  their  efforts  or  no  the  future  alone  can  show,  but 
appearances  are  very  much  against  it. 

There  now  remains  no  doubt  that  the  new  crop  will  yield 
at  least  9,000  cases,  of  which  about  2.400  are  Soft  shipping 
(including  Salonicas).  We  gravely  doubt  whether  such  a 
weight  as  this  can  be  carried  long  by  the  Constantinople 
and  Smyrna  markets  without  a  breakdown.  Though  a  great 
deal  of  money  has  been  thrown  into  the  country  lately,  there 
still  remain  a  number  of  needy  holders  who  ere  long  will 
sell,  no  matter  what  price  they  get  for  their  goods. 

This  is  the  factor  which  will  help  values  on  their  down- 
ward course,  and  when  once  the  debacle  commences  there 
will  be  a  general  run  for  life,  particularly  in  soft-shipping 
grades,  which  are  far  above  their  intrinsic  value  at  present. 
Last  year  at  this  time,  with  a  total  crop  of  4,700  cases,  of 
which  only  1,700  cases  were  soft  (1,000  Salonicas  and  700 
Tokats  and  Malatias),  prices  of  the  last-named  kinds  were 
20  per  cent,  lower  than  they  are  to-day,  when  their  output 
will  reach  2,400  cases.  This  year  the  percentage  of  prime 
firsts  is  also  much  greater  than  last.  If  the  autumn  sowings 
are  effected  under  satisfactory  conditions,  the  above  will  be 
a  practical  certainty,  but  under  less  favourable  circumstances 
the  speculative  clique  may  be  able  to  maintain  values  to  a 
certain  extent. 

America  shows  no  signs  of  buying  at  anything  like  to- 
day's parity.  Holland  purchases  very  little,  and,  sooner  or 
later,  holders  on  this  side  must  sell,  and  when  one  begiBs 
the  rest  will  follow  like  a  flock  of  sheep.  A  great  many  un- 
interested parties  talk  of  5s.  Id.,  f  o.b,,  being  touched  ere 
many  weeks  go  by,  but  this  is  scarcely  probable.  The  stock  in 
Constantinople  to-day  is  1,326  cases,  of  which  1,067  are  drug- 
gists' (including  old)  and  259  soft  shipping.  The  arrivals  are 
1,364  cases,  against  494  at  the  corresponding  time  of  1894. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  Mart  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Qarreipondenli  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  denote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry, 
n*  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


The  Preliminary  Examination. 

Sir, — I  was  much  interested  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  H.  Wilson 
in  the  C.  4'  D.  of  August  30.  There  is  one  item  in  it  to 
which  I  (doubtless  in  common  with  many  others)  must  take 
exception.  However  laudable  the  idea  of  raising  the 
standard  of  the  Preliminary  examination  may  be,  yet  it 
would  be  manifestly  unfair  to  a  large  body  of  country 
chemists  and  to  lads  who,  though  they  have  got  the  "  grit  " 
in  them,  have  been  denied  a  Grammar-school  education,  to 
make  the  passing  of  the  Preliminary  before  apprenticeship 
compulsory.  In  the  case  of  the  former  it  would  constitute  a 
severe  handicap,  since  men  who  are  able  to  work  a  pharmacy 
with  an  apprentice  would,  from  financial  considerations,  be 
totally  debarred  from  keeping  an  assistant,  and  thus  the 
wholesale  introduci ion  of  the  "counter  errand-boy"  would 
result,  a  state  of  things  by  no  means  to  be  desired.  In  the 
case  of  the  latter,  a  great  injustice  would  be  wrought,  for 
why  should  not  a  lad,  who  shows  ability,  be  worked  up  for 
his  examination  whilst  serving  his  apprenticeship,  and  by 
steady  perseverance  raise  himself  in  the  world  and  become  a 
good  citizen  and  a  credit  to  his  craft  1  Also,  since  the 
country  is  the  cradle  of  chemists,  what  must  follow  the 
destruction  of  the  system  but  a  dearth  of  assistants  ?  Kaise 
the  standard  by  all  means,  but  let,  us  have  no  compulsory 
stipulation  attached  to  it,  such  as  suggested  by  your 
correspondent.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Bingham,  September  17.  Chas.  C.  H.  Cadge. 


Birthday  Congratulations. 

Sir, — Enclosed  I  bag  to  hand  you  12s.  Q±d.  postal  order 
for  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  two  cases.  As  next 
Sunday,  the  15th,  will  be  the  36th  anniversary  of  its  publica- 
tion, I  must  congratulate  you  on  its  very  great  success.  The 
work  is  both  interesting  and  instructive.  I  have  been  much 
gratified  by  its  perusal,  for  which  please  accept  my  best 
s,nanks.  Believe  me,  yours  very  truly, 

Binbrook,  Market  Rasen,  S.  Maughan. 

September  12. 

[We  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Maughan  for  reminding  us  of  this 
event,  and  for  his  kind  words.  The  first  number  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  was  published  on  September 
15,  1859,  so  tt^.t  this  issue  commences  our  37th  year. 


A  Weak  Spot. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  September  7  you  have  a  communi- 
cation from  a  recently  unsuccessful  candidate.  Certain 
portions  of  it,  together  with  your  footnote  to  the  same,  have 
urged  me  to  make  some  comments.  Nothing  could  be  truer 
than  your  footnote  regarding  loss  of  marks,  and  I  am  sure 
that  a  tremendous  amount  of  disappointment  would  be  saved 
if  a  little  moie  wholesome  understanding  of  Latin  were 
arrived  at  by  apprentices  and  Minor  students.  Many 
seem  to  think  that  scraping  through  the  First  examination 
by  the  aid  of  a  crib  is  all  that  is  necessary,  and  I  do  not 
think  I  am  overstating  the  case  when  I  say  that  only  about 
2  per  cent,  of  the  many  assistants  and  apprentices  I  have 
met  have  a  genuine  knowledge  of  Latin.  If  they  had,  such 
a  thing  as  writing  "  fiat  pessary,"  and  putting  "mucilige" 
for  "  mucilaginis,"  could  never  occur  so  frequently  as  it  does. 
The  fact  seems  to  be  that  very  few  apprentices  and  students 
take  the  trouble  to  do  what  would  save  them  many  a  pound 
in  the  long-run— namely,  to  take,  say,  one  prescription  a 


week,  and  write  it  out  in  full,  going  carefully  over  it,  and 
seeing  that  the  concords  are  respected  and  the  proper  cases 
used.  We  have  in  use  a  system  of  abbreviations  which,  in 
practical  everyday  work  at  the  counter,  saves  much  time  ; 
but  it  is  often  the  cause  of  disaster,  for  I  have  met  with 
but  few  who  could  with  ease  correctly  write  out  prescrip- 
tions in  full.  They  little  realise  how  distasteful  such  jargon 
as  they  write  out  must  be  to  a  trained  examiner.  I  am  no 
faddist,  and  do  not  think  a  correct  appreciation  of  Horace 
necessary  to  practical  dispensing  ;  but  I  do  plead  for  a  little 
more  thoroughness  in  this  matter.  Nor  is  this  sort  of  thing 
confined  to  chemists.  I  have  just  had  a  prescription  for 
"tir.  iodidi,"  and  I  very  frequently  see  written  "  pulv.  ac. 
boracis,"  "  sod.  boracis,"  "  phenazonii,"  and  directions  such 
as  "  Jss.  ter  die  after  food,"  "  jjss.  4ts.  horis  between  meals," 
&c.  A  little  reflection  would,  1  think,  cause  both  chemists 
and  would-be  chemists  and  doctors  to  see  that  it  is  really 
infra,  dig.  to  write  like  this. 

Yours  sincerely, 

H.  R.  (144/40.) 


A  Suggestion  in  Regard  to  Counter-bills. 

Sir. — Through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  journal  I 
should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  proprietors  of  widely- 
advertised  English  medicines  to  what  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
great  oversight  on  their  part,  and  involves  a  considerable 
loss  of  foreign  trade  to  them — viz, .their  unprogressiveness  in 
the  matter  of  counter- bills.  On  the  counter  in  my  shop,  for 
instance  (and  there  are  many  others  where  the  same  policy 
is  adopted),  I  keep  only  three  sets  of  handbills,  and  all  those 
refer  to  American  patents.  The  reason  is  this  :  The  American 
agents  of  proprietary  artisles  in  this  colony  habitually  write 
to  all  chemists  (sometimes  enclosing  a  stamped  envelope) 
asking  how  many  handbills  are  required,  and  in  whar, 
languages.  In  due  time  these  arrive,  all  charges  paid 
by  the  sender.  This  is  never  done  by  English  houses.  I 
am  aware  that  Messrs.  Beecham  and  some  others  make  a 
similar  offer  to  home  chemists,  but  if  they  want  to  push 
business  abroad  why  don't  they  treat  colonial  pharmacists 
likewise?  I  may  add  that  some  of  these  American  handbills 
are  printed  on  one  side  only,  and  gummed  together  at  the 
top  into  a  block,  thus  making  them  most  convenient  and 
tidy  counter-bills,  contrasting  favouiably  with  the  untidy 
loose  specimens  that  are  for  ever  fljing  "  all  over  the  shop  " 
In  a  bi  lingual  country  like  Cape  Colony  the  sending  out  of 
handbills  in  different  languages  is  a  great  advantage.  So  it 
would  be,  no  doubt,  in  Canada,  &c. 

Yours  truly, 

GraafE  Reinet  (Cape  Colony),  Cape.  (17/624). 

January  26. 


Income-tax. 

Sir, — As  your  readers  will  shortly  be  receiving  notices  of 
charge  for  income-tax  for  the  year  ending  April  5  next,  will 
you  allow  us  to  say  that  the  correct  amount  of  the  assess- 
ment in  respect  of  business  profits  for  the  year  1895-95  is 
the  average  profit  of  the  three  preceeding  years,  ending 
April  5,  1895,  or  at  such  prior  date  as  the  accounts  are 
usually  taken.  Notice  of  appeal  should  be  given  within  the 
time  stated  on  the  notice  of  charge,  and  accounts  can  after- 
wards be  prepared  in  support  of  the  appeal.  The  income  of 
a  married  woman  derived  from  a  profession,  employment,  or 
vocation,  can  be  assessed  separately  from  that  of  her 
husband's,  where  the  total  joint  income  does  not  exceed 
5001 ,  when  the  abatements  to  be  obtained  may  amount  to 
Wl.  13s.  °id.  With  a  few  exceptions  where  the  Commissioners 
do  not  allow  any  repayment  unless  the  claim  is  made  within 
the  time  which  it  is  in  their  discretion  to  fix,  a  refund  can 
still  be  obtained  of  tax  overpaid  in  respect  of  business  profits 
for  the  year  ending  April  5,  1895.  Those  persons  w,ho  made 
a  loss  in  business  in  the  year  ending  April  5  last,  or  at  such 
dates  as  they  usually  take  their  accounts,  can  give  notice  and 
set  such  loss  against  income  derived  from  any  other  source, 
but  notice  to  set  off  a  loss  must  be  given  not  later  than 
October  5  next.  With  few  exceptions  which  need  not  be 
mentioned,  all  persons  whose  incomes  for  each  of  the  two 
years  ending  April  5,  1894,  were  under  400^,  and  those  whose 
incomes  did  not  exceed  500'.  for  the  year  ending  April  5, 
1895,  can  still  claim  repayment  of  tax  deducted  from 
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dividends,  rent  or  interest  in  respect  of  such  years  evrn 
when  the  dividend  is  said  to  be  free  of  income-tax.  We 
shall  be  glad  to  advise  any  of  your  readers  gratuitously 
whether  they  can  make  a  claim  if  they  send  us  particulars  of 
their  incomes  and  a  stamped  addressed  envelope. 

Yours  faithfully, 
The  Income-tax  Adjustment  Agency. 
12  and  13  Poultry,  B.C.,  September  18. 


Bristol  Assistants  and  Apprentices. 

146/35.  Medicus,  94  Redcliffe  Street,  Bristol,  wishes  bis 
local  confreres  to  know  that  a  meeting  will  be  held  on 
September  24  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  advisability 
of  forming  a  chemists'  assistants'  and  apprentices'  asso- 
ciation. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


What  is  M.  Ac.  Ton  ? 

Quin.  sulph.   . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  xij. 

M.  ac.  ton.     ..       . .       . .       ..       . .    2  j. 

Aq.  chlor.  ad  ..       ..  ..       . .  3vj. 

^  ex  aq.  t.d.s.  ante  cib. 

What  should  be  dispensed  here  for  m.  ac.  ton  ? 

Ben  Nevis.  (145/2.) 


Phenol  and  Bhubarb  Pills. 

137/30.  Student  asks  the  correct  way  of  dispensing  the 
underwritten  pills,  and  adds  that  he  means  the  method 
which  would  pass  at  the  Square  : — 

Pulv.  rhei    . .       . .   gr.  xxiij. 

Ac.  carbolic.         ..       ..       ..       ..    gr.  xij. 

Quin.  sulph. ..       ..•       ..       ..       ...    gr.  tj. 

M.   Ft.  pil.  xjj. 

[He  should  add  some  inert  absorbent,  such  as  powdered 
liquorice,  in  weighed  quantities.  This  would  require  about 
12  to  15  gr.] 


Stearin  in  Suppositories. 

139/55.  A.  C.  B.  wants  to  know  how  to  dispense  these 
suppositories : — 

Ext.  kramer.     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    gr.  x. 

Pulv.  opii   . .       . .       . .    gr.  j. 

Stearin  ,       ..       ..    gr.  x. 

Ft.  supp. 

[There  is  no  difficulty  in  making  them,  but  they  will  not 
be  much  use,  owing  to  the  high  melting-point  (152°  F.)  of 
stearin.  The  prescription  seems  to  have  been  written  by 
one  of  lbs  old  school,  who  has  forgotten  that  the  use  of 
stearin  for  suppositories  has  long  since  died  out.  We  should 
use  cacao-butter.] 


Guaiaeum-mixture. 

Sib— In  reply  to  the  question  put  by  "  H.  E  P."  (103/3) 
in  your  issue  of  August  31  respecting  "  International  Differ- 
ences "  a  propos  ot  a  guaiaeum-mixture,  I  beg  to  say  that 
this  kind  of  mixture  is  ordered  frequently  by  our  English 
doctors  here  in  Monte  Carlo,  and  I  have  always  dispensed  it 
in  one  bottle.  I  invariably  add  5j.  of  mucilage,  and  I  have 
one  bottle  of  the  said  mixture  before  me  now  which  was 
made  up  exactly  fifteen  days  ago,  and  the  precipitate  does 
not  stick  to  the  bottom  of  the  bottle,  and  the  mixture  is,  to 
all  appearances,  very  satisfactory. 

I  remain,  Sir,  respectfully  yours, 

Fharmacie  Anglaise,  Monte  Carlo,  H.  S.  Naftel. 

September  15. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediateinformation  on  pharmaco-Ugal  matters  Is  available  in  "■Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom"  Alpe's  " Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Dbuggists'  Diabt. 


145/2.  Ben  Nevis  asks  : — "  Is  it  absolutely  necessary  that 
customers  should  sign  for  Cooper's  Sheep-dip  and  Mather's 
Fly-paper?"  [As  preparations  of  arsenic  (which  these  are 
understood  to  be)  it  is.  See  C.  $  D.  Diary,  page  200, 
especially  the  paragraph  relating  to  the  Arsenic  Act.] 


141/57.  Chemist  and  Druggist  "land  a  lease  of  a  house 
and  shop  at  115Z.  per  year.  At  the  end  the  landlords 
granted  a  fresh  lease  at  100Z.  per  annum.  The  premises 
were  assessed  at  115Z ,  and  on  appeal  before  the  committee 
the  chemist  and  druggist  was  informed  that  as  the  repairs 
were  done  by  the  tenant  they  could  only  reduce  the  gross 
assessment  to  110Z ,  as  they  were  entitled  by  law  to  add 
10  per  cent,  to  the  rent  for  repairs.  Is  this  so  ?  If  it  is. 
assessment  committees  do  not,  as  a  rule,  enforce  it,  and 
they  did  not  add  the  10  per  cent,  before,  but  they  made  the 
remark  that  we  were  under-assessed,  as  the  rent  of  115Z.  was 
under  a  repairing- lease."  [The  practice  as  to  the  assessment 
for  poor-rate  varies  in  different  districts,  and  so  far  as  we 
are  aware  there  is  no  law  as  to  the  addition  of  10  per  cent, 
to  the  rent  for  repairs.  The  law  on  the  subject  in  the 
metropolis  is  governed  by  the  Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act, 
1869.  By  section  52  of  that  Act  it  is  provided  that  the 
deductions  from  the  gross  value  for  calculating  the  rateable 
value  should  not  exceed  the  amounts  in  the  schedule  to  the 
Act.  The  gross  value  is  denned  by  the  Act  itself  as  meaning 
the  annual  rent  which  a  tenant  might  reasonably  be  expected 
to  pay  who  pays  all  usual  rates  and  taxes,  and  where  the 
landlord  does  the  repairs  and  pays  the  insurance.  In  the 
case  of  hereditaments  over  40Z.  per  annum  gross  the 
maximum  rate  of  deduction  from  the  gross  value  where 
there  is  no  land  attached  to  the  house  is  one-sixth,  or 
16f  per  cent.  In  order  to  arrive  at  the  gross  value  in  the 
present  case  there  would  have  to  be  added  to  the  rent  the 
amount  which  the  landlord  might  reasonably  be  expected 
to  expend  in  repairs  and  insurance ;  10  per  cent,  might  or 
might  not  be  a  fair  average,  according  to  the  state  of  the 
building.  It  was  decided  in  the  case  of  Reg.  v.  Wells  that 
no  deduction  could  be  made  for  repairs  which  the  tenant 
undertook  to  do,  so  we  think  that  if  our  correspondent  is 

rated  at  9U.  13s.  Qd  that  is,  one-sixth  less  than  110Z. — he 

has  not  been  very  severely  dealt  with.] 


145/61.  Unqualified  — (1)  You  may  legally  purchase  the 
business  of  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  but  as  you  are  un- 
qualified you  cannot  legally  carry  it  on  if  you  keep  the  shop 
open  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  Taking  a  qualified  partner 
would  not  relieve  you.  If  you  engage  a  qualified  man  and 
give  him  a  share  of  the  profits  he  would  not  be  a  partner, 
and  the  position  would  be  worse  for  you.  (2)  A  business 
doing  11.  per  day,  with  expenses  130Z.  a  year,  fierce  opposi- 
tion, and  profits  small,  is  not  worth  anything  so  far  as  good- 
will is  concerned.  The  stock  and  fittings  may  be  taken  over 
at  valuation. 


146/49.  Inquirer. — There  is  no  occasion  for  legal  pro- 
ceedings in  the  matter.  You  and  your  successor  have  got 
into  a  misunderstanding  about  something,  which  can  easily 
be  removed  by  a  personal  interview.  His  suspicion  that 
certain  articles  are  in  your  box  may  be  ridiculous,  but  you 
can  satisfy  him  by  opening  the  boxes  in  his  presence— a  far 
cheaper  proceeding  than  going  to  law  on  the  matter. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


135/49.  E.  W. — We  have  replied  to  several  queries  about? 
weed-killer  during  the  past  month.  Please  refer  to  them. 
Common  sulphate  of  copper,  1  lb.  to  2  gallons  or  so  of  water- 
is  used  as  a  Dressing  for  Wheat. 
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136/61.  Alpha — Sanitary  Inspectors  are  appointed  by 
the  local  authorities  to  aci  under  the  instructions  of  the  dis- 
trict medical  officers,  and  hold  a  certificate  from  Parke's 
Museum  Sanitary  Institute,  74a  Margaret  Street,  Regent 
Street,  \V.  Examinations  are  held  at  stated  intervals  in  the 
principal  business  centres  throughout  the  country.  On 
application  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  E  White  Wallis,  full  par- 
ticulars may  be  obtained ;  most  of  the  technical  colleges 
throughout  the  country  give  special  lectures  upon  the 
required  subjects. 


142/11.  Whines.— See  C.  S>  D  ,  January  26,  page  165,  for 
Beef-and-Malt  Wine. 


142/2.  Zingiber.— (V)  Soluble  Essence  of  Ginger  — See 
C.  $f  D.,  March  2,  page  329.  (2)  The  sulphate  of  soda  by- 
product from  making  aerated  water  may  be  sold  to  glass - 
makers,  but  if  jou  are  not  in  their  vicinity  you  had  better 
reject  ic. 


14174.  X.  T.  Z. — Please  read  page  383  of  our  last  issue. 
The  difficulties  whica  you  describe  are  anticipated  there. 


141/53  Menthol. — The  Adepsin  Alb.  to  be  used  in 
atomisers  is  trie  coloutless  heavy  petroleum  oil. 


137/63.  F.  Griffith.— -The  powder  you  send,  "of  great 
value  as  a  disinfectant "  is  permanganate  of  soda. 


137/39.    Sibernia  — Food  for  Infants  :  — 
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26/8/95.    Crinio—  (L)  Hair  wash  like  sample :— 

Tinct.  kramer  

Jockey  Club  bouquet         ..       ..       .-  *i. 

Glycerin!    5'i- 

Sp.  villi  rect.  ad  •     . .       ..       ..       ..  Oj. 

Sponge  into  the  roots  of  the  hair. 

(2)  Children's  Soothing-powders  "  without  poison  "  : 

P.  pota?s.  bromid.     ..       ..       ..       ..  *j. 

P. ipecac.       ..       ..       ..       ..  Si- 

Sacch.  lactis   3j. 

M.  " 
Two  gr.  for  a  child  a  year  old. 

(3)  Children's  Soothing  syrup  "  without  poison  " : — 

Syr.  hyoscyami        ..       ..       ..  *     ..  3ij. 

.,   aui?i       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  5iv. 

Potass,  bromid.   ■    ..       ..       ..       ..  gr.xx. 

Syrup,  ad       ..       ..       ..       . .       ..  Oj. 

M. 

One  teaspoouful  for  a  child  a  year  old. 

/Syr.  Byoseyami. 

Ext.  hyoscyami    gr.  xxx. 

Aq.  bullientis  ..       ..  ..       ..  5iv. 

Hub  in  mortar,  filter,  make  up  to  4  3.  oz.  and  dissolve  therein 

>         Saccharum   Sviij. 

Syr.  Anisi. 

01.  anisi         ..    Vliv. 

Syr.  calidi    . .      . .  5  v. 

Shake  well  together. 


133/28.  Corn-solvent. — An  improved  Corn-solvent  of  the 
4y pe  required  : — 

Salicylic  acid   3ss.  • 

Cocaine  or  morphine     ..       ..       ..       ..    gr.  v. 

Flexible  collodion         ..       ..       ..       ..  5iv. 

Solve.    Colour  with  cochineal  or  saffron. 

136/66.  G  SB. — Colourless  Liquid  to  Deodorise  Dead 
Bodies,  as  used  in  post  mortem  theatres,  is  a  solution  of 
chloride  of  zinc  (Burnett's  solution).  It  is  generally  diluted 
with  from  10  to  15  parts  of  water.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
disinfectants  and  deodorisers  when  the  decaying  matter  can 
be  directly  got  at.  A  1-in  1,000  solution  of  mercuric  chloride 
would  be  the  only  other  solution  a  doctor  would  be  likely  to 
use  for  such  a  purpose. 


136,59.  Cinnamon. — (L)  The  sample  of  Subnitrate  of 
Bismuth  may  contain  a  trace  of  tellurium,  which  sometimes 
causes  an  unpleasant  odour  to  develop  in  mixtures  contain- 
ing bicarbonate  of  soda — the  breath  of  the  patients  also  has 
•the  same  odour  when  the  bismuth  is  taken  for  a  time  ;  other- 
wise, so  far  as  we  can  find,  it  answers  to  a  fair  sample 
according  to  the  B.P.  Some  years  since  there  were  numerous 
complaints  o."  the  same  sort,  but  we  have  not  heard  of  any 
lately.  (2)  The  change  in  the  Tooth-powder  containing 
cuttle-fisb  bone,  precipitated  chalk,  carbolic  acid,  and  essen- 
tial oils,  which  has  turned  a  bluish  colour,  seems  to  be 
due  to  a  trace  of  iron,  present  either  in  the  chalk  or  the 
bone,  and  is  not  likely  to  interfere  with  its  use.  Colour  with 
rose-pink,  which  will  cover  the  objectionable  appearance. 


135/60.  Bens  wishes  to  know  if  ths  following  formula  for 
Mouta-wash  ought  to  produce  a  cleir  or  a  milKy  one  :  — 


Acid,  carbolic,  xtl.  ..  ..       ..  3ss. 

Spt.  vini  rect.    ..  ..       ..       ..       ..  5  v. 

Aq.  meath.  pip.  ad    Jxij. 

01.  anisi  ..       ..  ..       ..       ..       ..  gtc.  viij. 

01.  cinnam.  ver.  ..       ..       ..       ..  gtt.  iv. 


M.  F;.  lotio.  Dissolve  acid  aul  oils  in  thi  spirit,  and  ail  aq.  manth.  pip. 

Tais  forms  a  cloudy  mixture,  which  will  clear  on  standing 
in  a  warm  place  for  some  days  ;  bat  for  such  a  preparation 
at  would  be  better  to  filter  through  kieselguhr  or  French  chalk 
in  a  wetted  filter-paper. 


Baked  wheat  flour  1  lb. 

M  alt  flour  2  oz. 

Mix. 


139/46.  L la mpbell,.— Nervine  Snuff,  as  your  sample  : — 

Pulv.  gentian   ..       ..       . .    Si  v. 

Ac.  tannici  .,       ..       ..  ..       ..       ..  3W- 

Sodii  bicarb.         ..       ..  ..       ..       ..  5j. 

IC 


129/27.  A.  C.  {Porto). — We  have  no  formula  for  granular 
soluble  haemoglobin.  A  soluble  scale  prepaiation  occasion- 
ally used  in  England  is  made  by  evaporating  ox- blood 
(after  separating  the  fibrin)  at  a,  low  temperature  and 
scaling. 


137/26.     G.    Walker.— Your  Blistering  fluid  resembles 


this : — 

Pulv.  cantharid   Jj. 

Pulv.  euphorbii     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  5'J. 

Cocci  cacti   ,       . .      . .  gr.  v. 

Sp.  vini rect.        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  $iv. 


Macerate  fourteen  days,  filter,  and  make  up  to  4  oz.  with  spirit. 


145/9.  R  A  11 — We  have  seen  it  stated  recently  that 
Creme  Simon  is  a  mixture  of  zinc  oxide  and  glyceiine  of 
sDarch. 


145/31.  C.  H.—¥or  a  100-galIon  batch  of  Ginger-beer 
use  at,  least  4  cz.  of  compressed  yeast.  Less  would  do,  for  ic 
is  growth  of  yeast  that  determines  fermentation  ;  but  in  the 
time  that  elapses  in  starting  general  fermentation  with  a 
small  quantity  of  yeast  there  is  risk  of  secondary  or 
bacteiial  fermentation. 


137/60.  St,  Cyr  (West  Indies).— Investment  —French 
Kentes  are  as  good  an  investment  as  you  can  find ;  we 
strongly  advise  yen  not  to  sell  those  bonds  and  to  invest  your 
money  in  others  which  may  return  a  higher  interest,  but 
must  be  proportionately  less  secure.  All  first-class  securities 
are  very  high  just  now,  bat  rather  be  satisied  wita  th8 


4T6 


moderate  return  they  yield  than  invest  your  money  in 
colonial  banks  offering  10  per  cent,  interest.  Such  securities 
must  be  risky.  The  best  thing  you  can  do  is  also  to  invest 
the  remaining  4.000Z.  of  your  money  in  safe  securities,  unless 
you  can  use  it  in  a  business  which  you  thoroughly  under- 
stand, and  which  you  can  yourself  control.  In  such  an  out- 
of-the-way  place  as  that  in  which  yoa  reside  the  danger  of 
speculating  is  doubly  great.  We  do  not  know  of  any  per- 
fectly safe  security  you  could  buy  as  an  investment  with  a 
certainty  of  obtaining  10  per  cent,  for  your  money.  Better 
stick  to  the  Rentes. 


135/8.  Towy. — The  formula  will  make  a  fairly  good  para- 
sitic hair-lotion,  but  stavesacre  is  much  better  than  quassia. 
The  use  of  methylated  spirit  in  making  the  lotion,  without 
the  express  permission  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  would 
be  illegal.  Send  them  two  copies  of  your  formula  and  two 
samples  of  the  preparation. 


29/96.  J.  C — We  cannot  enlighten  you  about  the  matter 
without  an  inspection  of  the  environment. 


130715.  Torlis. — We  do  not  think  you  can  make  calcium 
carbide  on  the  small  scale.  The  carbide  is  offered  by  Mr. 
Hugo  Lorecz  and  others.    See  the  advertisements. 

134/49.  Remo.— The  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited) 
are  makers  of  both  of  the  articles.  See  their  advertisement 
now  running,  also  in  the  Diaby. 


134/63.    E.  M.— See  our  Educational  Number. 


134/33.  J.  P. — We  can  supply  you  with  the, numbers  con- 
taining the  formate,  but  we  cannot  take  up  spa.ce  with  what 
was  so  recently  published. 


130/27.    J.  W.  L  —  Chartreuse  :— 

Oil  of  melissa    . .       . .       . .       . .  . .  ttlvj. 

Oil  of  angelica  . .      . .       . .      . .  . .  3ss. 

Oil  of  cloves     v.    invj. 

Oil  of  peppermint       . .       . .       . .  . .  111x1. 

Oil  of  byssop                               . .  ..  Hlvj. 

Oil  of  nutmeg   ..       ..       ..       ..  ..  1llvj. 

Oil  of  cinnamon         ■. ,       ..       ..  ..  Tltvj.' 

Rectified  spirit  ..       ..               .'.  . .  cong.  j. 

Sugar     . .       . '.       ..       ..      . . '  . .  lb.  viij. 

Water  to  . .       . .       . .       ....  . .  cong.  iiss. 

Mix,  and  colour  yellow  or  green  as  desired. 


137/31.    Anon. — Benne  Oil  is  sesame  or  gingelly  oil. 


134/25.  Pyrotechnist. —  The  substance  you  send  is  either 
picric  acid  or  a  picrate. 


134/90.  W.  R.  O.  sends  a  powder  which  he  says  is  very 
successful  for  cleaning  dogs  or  any  animal  subject  to  fleas, 
and  prevents  skin- diseases.  It  is  retailed  at  Is.  per  lb.  We 
find  the  powder  to  consist  simply  of  flour. 


135/16.     Theresa. — (1)    Quinol    Developer  (concen- 


trated) : — 

(A) 

Quinol      ..       ..  1  ■■■  %ss; 

Sodium  sulphite  ..       ..    3j. 

Water  to   3-s. 

(B) 

Sodae  ca'i.ticas    ..       ..    3;j. 

Potass,  brom.     . .       . .       . .       . .  ..."]'• 

Aquae  ad  ..      ■   .  .       ■•  3s. 


For  coirect  exposure  mix  80  minims  of  A.  with  83  minims  of 
B,  and  dilute  to  1  oz.  with  water.  This  is  the  quantity  for 
a  quarter-plate.  Other  sizes  in  proportion.  (2)  What  is  the 
usual  charge  to  make  for  hire  of  photographic  appara'  us  ? 
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We  know  a  dealer  who  charges  5  per  cent,  of  the  value  of 
the  apparatus  lent  per  diem.  It  of  course  will  vary  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  and  you  must  fix  a  minimum  charge. 
(3)  Elixir  Ipecac.,  cheap  substitute  for  vin.  ipecac. : — 


Ext.  ipecac.  Hq.  2j. 

Elixir  simplicis  2 j. 

Aquas       ..       ..  ..       ..       ..  3xviij. 

Dose  same  as  for  vin.  ipecsc.  This  shonld  be  made  fresh  as 
required.  (4)  Sol.  Amnion,  Aromat ,  cheap  substitute  for 
spt.  am.  arom. : — 

01.  myrist  ..  Hlxxxiv. 

01.  limonis   '  . .       . .  ITU. 

Aq.  ferventis      ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Sxviiiss. 

Sbake  well  together  ;  when  cold  filter  through  kaolin,  and  add — 

Ammon.  carb.    . .       . .   2ss. 

Liq.  amnion,  fort.    . .  .1]. 

Aquae  ad   •     •-.»..       •  •  Oj. 


(5)  Ag.  Calcis. — To  avoid  the  use  of  a  syphon,  your  best 
way  will  be  to  place  the  lime  and  water  in  a  gallon  bottle 
(a  citrate  bottle,  for  instance)  and  shake  until,  on  testing  a 
little  of  the  clear  solution  (see  Proctor's  "  Manual  of 
Pharmaceutical  Testing"),  you  find  it  is  up  to  strength. 
Pour  off  as  much  of  the  clear  water  as  you  can  into  Win- 
chester quarts,  which  store  in  a  cool  place.  Fill  up  the 
stock-bottle  with  water,  repeating  the  process  until  the  lime 
is  exhausted.  Keep  Winchester  quarts  of  the  finished  pro- 
duct ready  according  to  the  demand. 


139/53.    Rheum—  Syrup  of  Lettuce  : — 

Ext.  lactucae   

Aquae   .Ixvj. 

Dissolve,  filter,  and  add  to — 

Syrup,  simpl  21xxviij. 

M. 


139/37.  Electro  —(1)  When  asked  for  camphorated  oil  is 
it  necessary  to  give  lin.  camph.,  B.P.  ?  No.  They  are  not 
necessarily  synonymous,  but  it  is  customary  in  good- class 
trade  to  give  lin.  camph.  (2)  Antifebrin  and  phenacetin  are 
neither  chemically  nor  physiologically  incompatible,  and 
5  gr.  of  each  make  a  good  Headache-powder.  (3)  By  all 
means  use  any  of  the  Liver- pill  Advertisements  published 
in  our  competition  in  March,  1894.  That  was  the  object  of 
the  competition— to  assist  retail  chemists.  We  can  supply 
electros  of  any  of  the  figures  at  3s.  each. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  on 
practical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or  which 
have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 


Tube-filling  Apparatus. — A.  correspondent  recently  in- 
quired for  an  apparatus  to  fill  collapsible  tubes  with  tooth- 
paste. We  are  now  able  to  give  the  information.  J.  M. 
Lehmann,  of  Dresden,  a  manufacturer  of  paint-making  and 
similar  machinery,  has  an  apparatus  for  filling  artists* 
colours,  &c,  into  tubes.  It  consists  of  cylinder,  piston,  and 
mouthpieces,  each  machine  having  five  of  the  last- mentioned, 
to  adapt  them  to  different  tubes.  The  cylinders  range  in 
capacity  from  J  to  2\  gallons,  and  the  prices  from  8i!.  to  30/. 
The  same  engineer  makes  a  tube-closing  apparatus,  which 
resembles  a  vice,  and  may  be  attached  to  any  table. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites",  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  t< 
following : — 

10/45.    Bonson's  Digestive  Tea:  address  of  the  maker. 
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